
 E A S T S I D E  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H 

 En Fuego | Week 4 
 Small Group Study Guide 

 Series Overview 

 When a player can’t miss a shot… 
 When the food is extra spicy… 
 When emotions are running high… 

 You could say it’s “En Fuego!” 

 This summer, we’re diving into the fires we encounter - anger, bitterness, pain, and even the 
 power of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives. 

 Together, we’ll discover how God meets us in the middle of the heat and uses even difficult 
 seasons to shape, strengthen, and transform us. 

 Message Summary 

 In the final week of En Fuego, Mike walked through Daniel 3 — Shadrach, Meshach, and 
 Abednego, who refused to bow to King Nebuchadnezzar’s gold statue and were thrown into the 
 furnace. Just as fire refines gold by burning off impurities, God uses trials to refine our 
 character, exposing what needs removing so His reflection can be seen in us. Their confidence 
 in “our God is able to rescue us, but even if He doesn’t” models a faith anchored in who God is, 
 not just what He does. He is present with us in every fire. 

 Icebreaker 



 Tell us about a "trial by fire" moment that actually turned out okay — a job interview, a first 
 day, a time you got thrown in the deep end and somehow survived. 

 Discussion Questions 

 Pick what fits your group. Aim to go deep on a few rather than skim all seven. 

 1.  Peter says trials refine our faith like fire purifies  gold — and he says "when," not "if." Where 
 has heat in your life revealed "what lies beneath" — what has a fire exposed in you, good or 
 hard?  [1 Peter 1:6-7] 

 2.  Raw gold is heated so the impurities ("dross")  rise and get skimmed off — over and over — 
 until the refiner can see his reflection. What "dross" do you sense God wanting to skim off in this 
 season of your life? 

 3.  "Our God is able to rescue us... but even if He  doesn’t." What’s the significance of that "but 
 even if He doesn’t"? Is your faith anchored in what God does for you, or in who He is?  [Daniel 
 3:16-18] 

 4.  If ___ then God. Instead of "If this happens then  my life is over," you pre-fill the second blank 
 with God. What’s an "if" you’re carrying right now — and what does it look like to fill in "then 
 God"? 

 5.  The three guys were turned in out of envy — which  Mike defined as "resenting God’s 
 goodness in someone else’s life while ignoring His goodness in mine." Where does envy sneak 
 into your heart? Or are you maybe on the receiving end of someone else’s envy right now? 

 6.  "When you go through the fire... I will be with  you." Where do you most need to hear that God 
 is with you in the fire right now, not just waiting on the other side?  [Isaiah 43:2-3] 

 7.  "They didn’t even smell like smoke." Some people  carry old fires as bitterness forever; others 
 come through, and you’d never know. What makes the difference? What would it look like for 
 one of your past fires to become a "platform" instead of the smell of smoke? 

 Closing Prayer 

 Close your time together by praying as a group: 
 ●  Thank God for walking with you through the fires of this four-week series, and ask Him to 

 reveal anything else you have been bowing down to. 

 ●  Ask God to show you what "dross" He wants to burn away and skim off in this season — 
 anger, pride, fear, or anything else lying beneath. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A6-7&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+3%3A16-18&version=NLT
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 ●  Name the "ropes" that have you bound and ask to be set free, trusting Him to rescue you 
 — whether from, through, or by the fire. 

 ●  Thank Jesus for being present with you in every fire, and ask for a faith that trusts His 
 heart even when the outcome isn't what you hoped. 


