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WELCOME TO THE OLD TESTAMENT CHALLENGE!

Dear Eastside Family,

I’'m thrilled that you're embarking on this incredible 8-week adventure th rough the
foundational stories that set the stage for everything we believe. From the mome nt
God speaks creation into existence in Genesis to Ruth’s beautiful demonstra tion of
loyal love, we’ll discover together how these ancient narratives reveal tim eless truths

that still shape our lives today.

This journey is about more than learning Bible history, it's about discover ing your
place in God’s grand story. You'll meet the God who creates with purpose, calls

ordinary people to extraordinary faith, delivers His people from bondage, and

remains faithful even when we fail. These aren’t just stories about people who i ved
long ago; they're portraits of the same God who is actively writing your story toda y.

What excites me most is that we're experiencing this together as one church family.

Whether you’re brand new to faith or have walked with Jesus for decades, whether

you're diving in through weekend services, daily readings, small group s, or our Public
Reading of Scripture gatherings, we're all hearing the same story unfol d. My heart’s
desire isn’t just that we’ll learn about God’s character during these 8 weeks, but t hat
understanding His faithfulness in the past will deepen our trust in Him for whate ver
we're facing right now.

As you journey through these pages, you'll nd everything you need: the comp lete
Scripture text with helpful bridging commentary, daily reading plans , discussion
guestions for your family and small group, and space to capture what God is

teaching you. This Bible has been crafted speci cally for our church family to mak e

God'’s Word accessible, relevant, and deeply personal.

| believe that as we open our hearts to these foundational stories together, God is

going to strengthen our faith, transform our perspectives, and draw us clos er to

Him and each other. The same God who spoke to Abraham, delivered Israel through

Moses, gave victory to Joshua, and redeemed Ruth is ready to speak into your lif e
today.

Ready for the journey? Turn the page and let’s begin. Your story is about to inters ect

with God’s story in powerful ways.

oA

Gene Appel
Senior Pastor



PURPOSE AND VISION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
CHALLENGE

The Old Testament Challenge is designed to help you discover your place in God’s

incredible story. Over the course of these next eight weeks - from Creation thr ough Ruth,
we believe that you'll discover the true character of God and establish the frame work for
understanding His relationship with humanity.

Our Vision: That every person in our church family would experience the transformative
power of God’s Word as we journey together through these life-changing stor ies. We
believe that understanding God'’s faithfulness in the past builds unshakeab le trust for
whatever you'’re facing today.

Our Purpose: To make the Old Testament accessible, relevant, and deeply personal.

Rather than feeling overwhelmed by ancient history, you'll discover how thes e stories
speak directly into your dalily life, relationships, and faith journey. Eac h week reveals more
of God'’s character - His creativity, faithfulness, justice, mercy, and rele ntless love for His
people.

This isn't just about learning Bible facts; it's about encountering the livi ng God who is still

writing your story today through His word.



HOW TO USE THIS BIBLE EFFECTIVELY

This resource is designed to be your complete guide for the 8-week journey. Her e’s how to
get the most out of your experience:

What's Included in Each Week
Complete Scripture Text: Each week features the full biblical narrative with bridging
commentary (marked with ) that connects the stories and highlights key themes. No

need for a separate Bible, everything you need is right here.

Daily Reading Plan:  Monday through Friday Scripture portions that break down the weekly
content into manageable daily readings, allowing you to go deeper into speci ¢ pa ssages.

Weekend Message Notes:  Space to capture insights from weekend services, with prompts
for key points, application, and prayer requests.

Small Group Materials:  Complete discussion questions designed to foster meaningful
conversation and personal application.

Family Discussion Questions: Age-appropriate questions for both elementary-age children
and teenagers to engage the whole family in God’s Word.

Daily Engagement

* Morning or Evening:  Choose a consistent time that works for your schedule
* Read Thoughtfully: ~ This isn’t about speed but about encountering God

* Use the Tools: Work through the daily readings and discussion questions

* Connect the Dots:  Look for how each story connects to your story
* Share Your Journey: Discuss insights with family, friends, or small group

Making It Stick
Start with Prayer.  Ask God to speak to you through His Word before each reading.

Look for Patterns:  Notice recurring themes about God’s character, human nature, and
redemption throughout the Bible.

Apply Personally:  Don't just read about, for example, Abraham’s faith - ask what step of
faith God is calling you to take as you experience Abraham’s experience.

Journal Your Journey: Use the note sections to record what God is teaching you.

Celebrate Progress:  Each completed week is a victory - you're building a lifetime habit!



DIFFERENT WAYS TO ENGAGE

The beauty of The Old Testament Challenge is that there are multiple ways to parti cipate,
allowing you to engage at whatever level works for your season of life:

Primary Engagement Options

Individual Journey:  Perfect for personal devotions and spiritual growth. Use the complete
Scripture text with bridging commentary, daily readings, and re ecti on questions to
deepen your understanding and relationship with God. The weekly structur e provides a
consistent plan while the narrative format makes it engaging.

Family Experience:  Transform your family’s spiritual life by reading scripture together

while using the age-appropriate discussion questions to deepen your fami ly’s faith. Read
the narrative sections at dinner or bedtime. The bridging commentary ( ) helps parents
explain the context of the text. Both elementary and teen questions create m eaningful

conversations meant to build faith in your home.

Small Group Community: Join others for deeper discussion and mutual encouragement.
Each week includes complete discussion questions that move from observation t o]
application. The shared experience creates lasting friendships and pe rsonal spiritual
growth as you discover together how these ancient stories apply today.

Church-Wide Participation: Attend weekend messages that unpack each week’s theme,
participate in Public Reading of Scripture gatherings, and engage with o thers who are
experiencing the Bible as you are... There’s power in knowing your entire churc h family is
engaging with the same story.



COPYRIGHT

Scripture quotations are taken from The Holy Bible, New International Ver sion® NIV®. Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights re served worldwide. www.
zondervan.com

The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the Uni ted States Patent and
Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.™

Important Note

This Old Testament Challenge Bible contains selected portions of Script ure from Genesis through Ruth,
arranged in a continuous narrative format to help readers engage with the o verarching story of God’s
people. While all Scripture text is taken directly from the New Internationa I Version (NIV), this resource does

not include the complete biblical text of these books.

Passages have been carefully curated and woven together to present the fou ndational stories in an
accessible, story-driven format. Chapter and verse numbers have bee n removed to enhance narrative flow,
and transitional bridges (marked with ) have been added to provide context between passages. These
bridges are not Scripture but are provided to help readers understand the c onnections between selected
texts.

For comprehensive study of the complete biblical text of Genesis through Rut h, readers are encouraged
to consult a full NIV Bible. This resource is designed as a companion guide for the 8- week Old Testament

Challenge and should be used alongside regular Bible study and worship.



WEEK 01

Genesis 1-4; 6-9

THE BEGINNING OF LIFE AS WE KNOW IT

DAY 01 READING

Before time began, before anything existed,
there was God. This is where our story begins -
with t he Creator bringing order from chaos and
breathing life into existence.

In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep,
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there
was light. God saw that the light was good, and he
separated the light from the darkness. God called
the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.”
And there was evening, and there was morning—
WKH ¢UVW GD\

And God said, “Let there be a vault between
the waters to separate water from water.” So God
made the vault and separated the water under the
vault from the water above it. And it was so. God
called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and
there was morning—the second day.

And God said, “Let the water under the
sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry ground
“land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.”
And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let the land produce
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the
land that bear fruit with seed in it, according
to their various kinds.” And it was so. The
land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed
according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit
with seed in it according to their kinds. And God
saw that it was good. And there was evening, and
there was morning—the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the
vault of the sky to separate the day from the night,
and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times,
and days and years, and let them be lights in the
vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was
so. God made two great lights—the greater light to
govern the day and the lesser light to govern the
night. He also made the stars. God set them in the
vault of the sky to give light on the earth, to govern
the day and the night, and to separate light from
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening, and there was morning—the fourth
day.

And God said, “Let the water teem with

OLYLQJ FUHDWXUHY DQG OHW EL

across the vault of the sky.” So God created the
great creatures of the sea and every living thing
with which the water teems and that moves about
in it, according to their kinds, and every winged
bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and

LQFUHDVH LQ QXPEHU DQG ¢00 W

and let the birds increase on the earth.” And there
ZDV HYHQLQJ
day.

And God said, “Let the land produce living
creatures according to their kinds: the livestock,
the creatures that move along the ground, and the
wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it
was so. God made the wild animals according to
their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds,
and all the creatures that move along the ground
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was
good.

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in
our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule

RYHU WKH ¢(¢VK LQ WKH VHD DQG

over the livestock and all the wild animals, and
over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them, “Be

IUXLWIXO DQG LQFUHDVH LQ QXPE
5XOH RYHU WKH ¢VK

VXEGXH LW
birds in the sky and over every living creature that
moves on the ground.”

Then God said, “I give you every seed-
bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and
every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will
be yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth
and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures
that move along the ground—everything that has
the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for
food.” And it was so.

God saw all that he had made, and it was
very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning—the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were
completed in all their vast array. By the seventh

GD\ *RG KDG ¢ QLVKHG WKH ZRUN

so on the seventh day he rested from all his work.
Then God blessed the seventh day and made it

DQG WKHUH ZDV F
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holy, because on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.

The creation story establishes something
crucial: humans are made in God'’s image,
designed for relationship with their Creator. But
now we zoom in from the cosmic view to focus
on the first humans in a specific place - a perfect
garden where this relationship would be tested.

This is the account of the heavens and the
earth when they were created, when the Lord God
made the earth and the heavens.

Now no shrub had yet appeared on the
earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord
God had not sent rain on the earth and there was
no one to work the ground, but streams came up
from the earth and watered the whole surface of
the ground. Then the Lord God formed a man
from the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a
living being.

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in
the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had
formed. The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow
out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the
eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden
were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil.

would name them; and whatever the man called
each living creature, that was its name. So the man
gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky
and all the wild animals.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found.

So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of

the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with
AHVK 7KHQ WKH /RUG *RG PDGH D
rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought

her to the man.

The man said, “This is now bone of my
ERQHV DQG AHVK RI P\ AHVK VKI
‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”

That is why a man leaves his father and
mother and is united to his wife, and they become
RQH AHVK $GDP DQG KLV ZLIH ZHL
they felt no shame.

DAY 02 READING

Paradise doesn’t last. Enter the antagonist of
our story, a cunning serpent who plants seeds of
doubt about God’s goodness. What follows is the
moment that changes everything: humanity’s first
act of rebellion against their Creator.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any

$ ULYHU ZDWHULQJ WKH J%® theswMld arinealshe Lowd gspd had made. He

Eden; from there it was separated into four

KHDGZDWHUV 7KH QDPH RI WK Roteatjrgm any trgeknHhe gavder?d

winds through the entire land of Havilah, where

there is gold. (The gold of that land is good;
aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) The name
of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through

the entire land of Cush. The name of the third river

is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur.
And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

The Lord God took the man and put him in
the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are
free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, for when you eat from it you will
certainly die.”

The Lord God said, “It is not good for the
man to be alone. | will make a helper suitable for
him.”

Now the Lord God had formed out of the
ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the
sky. He brought them to the man to see what he

said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must
LwW

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat
fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say,
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it,
or you will die.”

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said
to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat
from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.”

When the woman saw that the fruit of the
tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some
and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both
of them were opened, and they realized they were
QDNHG VR WKH\ VHZHG ¢J OHDYH'
coverings for themselves.

Then the man and his wife heard the sound
of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord



God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord brings humanity’s second great tragedy - brother

God called to the man, “Where are you?” murdering brother.
He answered, “I heard you in the garden,
and | was afraid because | was naked; so | hid.” Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she

And he said, “Who told you that you became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said,
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that | “jith the help of the Lord | have brought forth a

commanded you not to eat from?” man.” Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.
_ The man said, “Thewomanyouputhere 1RZ $EHO NHSW ARFNV DQG ¢

with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, soil. In the course of time Cain brought some of

and | ate it.” . WKH IUXLWV RI WKH VRLO DV DQ R
Then the Lord God said to the woman, $EHO DOVR EURXJKW DQ R HULQJ

“What is this you have done?” VRPH RI WKH (UVWERUQ RI KLV AR
The woman said, “The serpent deceived ZL WK IDYRU RQ $EHO DQG KLV R

me, and | ate.” _ DQG KLV R HULQJ KH GLG QRW ORF
So the Lord God said to the serpent, was very angry, and his face was downcast.

“Because you have done this, cursed are you above Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you

all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on  angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what
your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your s right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not
life. And | will put enmity between you and the  do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it
ZRPDQ DQG EHWZHHQ \RXU R \Weditds@Ihaved/eu, Kut ybY musthlule over it.”
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’'s go

To the woman he said, “I will make your RXW WR WKH ¢HOG ~ :KLOH WKH\ Z
pains in childbearing very severe; with painful attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

labor you will give birth to children. Your desire Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your

will be for your husband, and he will rule over prother Abel?”

you.” “| don’t know,” he replied. “Am | my brother’s
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to keeper?”

your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which | The Lord said, “What have you done?

commanded you, "You must not eat fromit,’ cursed Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me
is the ground because of you; through painful toil  from the ground. Now you are under a curse and
you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It driven from the ground, which opened its mouth

will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.
ZLOO HDW WKH SODQWYV RI WKHWhEhQEs wopk the Hrdlind, 4t M6 18hgerRiXIy

brow you will eat your food until you return to the its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer
ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you on the earth.”

are and to dust you will return.” Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is
Adam named his wife Eve, because she more than | can bear. Today you are driving me
would become the mother of all the living. from the land, and | will be hidden from your

The Lord God made garments of skin for presence; | will be a restless wanderer on the earth,
Adam and his wife and clothed them. Andthe Lord DQG ZKRHYHU ¢QGV PH ZLOO NLOC

God said, “The man has now become like one of us, But the Lord said to him, “Not so; anyone
knowing good and evil. He must not be allowedto ZKR NLOOV &DLQ ZLOO VX HU YHC
reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life  over.” Then the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no
and eat, and live forever.” So the Lord God banished one who found him would kill him. So Cain went
him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground  out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land
from which he had been taken. After he drove the of Nod, east of Eden.
man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden Cain made love to his wife, and she became
RI (GHQ FKHUXELP DQG D AD P lpfegnhaMtZaRd-beveolV i ERbEh. Cain was then
back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. puilding a city, and he named it after his son
Enoch. To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the
Cast out of paradise, Adam and Eve begin life in  father of Mehujael, and Mehujael was the father
a broken world. They have children, but the poison of Methushael, and Methushael was the father of
of sin spreads quickly. The very next generation Lamech.

11
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Lamech married two women, one named
Adah and the other Zillah. Adah gave birth to Jabal,
he was the father of those who live in tents and
raise livestock. His brother’s name was Jubal; he
was the father of all who play stringed instruments
and pipes. Zillah also had a son, Tubal-Cain, who
forged all kinds of tools out of bronze and iron.
Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naamah.

Lamech said to his wives, “Adah and Zillah,
listen to me; wives of Lamech, hear my words. |
have killed a man for wounding me, a young man
for injuring me. If Cain is avenged seven times,
then Lamech seventy-seven times.”

Adam made love to his wife again, and
she gave birth to a son and named him Seth,
saying, “God has granted me another child in
place of Abel, since Cain killed him.” Seth also
had a son, and he named him Enosh. At that time
people began to call on the name of the Lord.

DAY 03 READING

Generations pass. Humanity multiplies across
the earth, but so does wickedness. What started as
one act of disobedience in a garden has become a
world saturated with evil. God’s heart breaks over
what His creation has become, and He makes a
devastating decision - to start over with the one
righteous man He can find.

When human beings began to increase in
number on the earth and daughters were born to
them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of
humans were beautiful, and they married any of
them they chose. Then the Lord said, “My Spirit
will not contend with humans forever, for they are
mortal; their days will be a hundred and twenty
years.”

The Nephilim were on the earth in those
days—and also afterward—when the sons of God
went to the daughters of humans and had children
by them. They were the heroes of old, men of
renown.

The Lord saw how great the wickedness of
the human race had become on the earth, and that
every inclination of the thoughts of the human
heart was only evil all the time. The Lord regretted
that he had made human beings on the earth, and
his heart was deeply troubled. So the Lord said,
“I will wipe from the face of the earth the human
race | have created—and with them the animals,

the birds and the creatures that move along the
ground—for | regret that | have made them.” But
Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

This is the account of Noah and his family.
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among
the people of his time, and he walked faithfully
with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and
Japheth.

Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight
and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the
earth had become, for all the people on earth had
corrupted their ways. So God said to Noah, “I am
going to put an end to all people, for the earth is
¢OOHG ZLWK YLROHQFH EHFDXVH
going to destroy both them and the earth. So make
yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it
and coat it with pitch inside and out. This is how
you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred
FXELWY ORQJ ¢IW\ FXELWV ZLGH |
Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening
RQH FXELW KLJK DOO DURXQG 3X
the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks.

, DP JRLQJ WR EULQJ ARRGZDWHI
destroy all life under the heavens, every creature
that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth

will perish. But | will establish my covenant with

you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons
and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. You

are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures,
male and female, to keep them alive with you. Two

of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of
every kind of creature that moves along the ground

will come to you to be kept alive. You are to take
every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it
away as food for you and for them.”

Noah did everything just
commanded him.

The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the
ark, you and your whole family, because | have
found you righteous in this generation. Take with
you seven pairs of every kind of clean animal, a
male and its mate, and one pair of every kind of
unclean animal, a male and its mate, and also
seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female,
to keep their various kinds alive throughout the
earth. Seven days from now | will send rain on the
earth for forty days and forty nights, and | will wipe
from the face of the earth every living creature |
have made.”

And Noah did all that the Lord commanded

as God

him.
. Noah was six hundred years old when the
ARRGZDWHUYVY FDPH RQ WKH HDUW



sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered the animals and the livestock that were with him in
DUN WR HVFDSH WKH ZDWHUV RtheWik Harndl R&R s&nt 20vind dveR th& arti) @nd
and unclean animals, of birds and of all creatures the waters receded. Now the springs of the deep
that move along the ground, male and female, DQG WKH ARRGJDWHV RI WKH KHD!
came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had and the rain had stopped falling from the sky. The
commanded Noah. And after the seven days the water receded steadily from the earth. At the end
ARRGZDWHUYVY FDPH RQ WKH HDWRWKNKH KXQGUHG DQG ¢IW\ GD\V \
In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on down, and on the seventeenth day of the seventh
the seventeenth day of the second month—on that month the ark came to rest on the mountains of
day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, Ararat. The waters continued to recede until the
DQG WKH ARRGJDWHV RI WKH KHDQWIQWREWHK RBEQHBZ WKH ¢ U\
And rain fell on the earth forty days and forty month the tops of the mountains became visible.
nights. After forty days Noah opened a window
On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, he had made in the ark and sent out a raven, and
Ham and Japheth, together with his wife and LW NHSW A\LQJ EDFN DQG IRUWK
the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. They dried up from the earth. Then he sent out a dove to
had with them every wild animal according to its see if the water had receded from the surface of the
kind, all livestock according to their kinds, every JURXQG % XW WKH GRYH FRXOG ¢!
creature that moves along the ground according because there was water over all the surface of the
to its kind and every bird according to its kind, earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached
HYHU\WKLQJ ZLWK ZLQJV 3DL Uout tislhdea@d tedk ithD dgwé Ertd Ydrovg Kt i veick
have the breath of life in them came to Noah to himself in the ark. He waited seven more days
and entered the ark. The animals going in were and again sent out the dove from the ark. When the
male and female of every living thing, as God had dove returned to him in the evening, there in its
commanded Noah. Then the Lord shut him in. beak was a freshly plucked olive leafl Then Noah
YRU IRUW\ GD\V WKH AR R GndwHiWwheFR\Rter had reRe@ed from the earth.
the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted He waited seven more days and sent the dove out
the ark high above the earth. The waters rose and again, but this time it did not return to him.
LQFUHDVHG JUHDWO\ RQ WKH HDUWBR\ DMVXG] VW KM VD GND\ ARDWKIE ¢ UV
on the surface of the water. They rose greatly on VL[ KXQGUHG DQG ¢UVW \HDU WK
the earth, and all the high mountains under the from the earth. Noah then removed the covering
entire heavens were covered. The waters rose and from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground
covered the mountains to a depth of more than was dry. By the twenty-seventh day of the second
¢IWHHQ FXELWV (YHU\ OLYLQInWitK th®eartWiab sumptdelidi@. R Q
land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all Then God said to Noah, “Come out of the
the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all ark, you and your wife and your sons and their
mankind. Everything on dry land that had the wives. Bring out every kind of living creature that
breath of life in its nostrils died. Every living thing  is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the
on the face of the earth was wiped out; people and creatures that move along the ground—so they can
animals and the creatures that move along the multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase
ground and the birds were wiped from the earth. in number on it.”

Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. So Noah came out, together with his sons
7TKH ZDWHUV ARRGHG WKH &hD hishivite laRdUhiD sén¥’ Qvisdd.HAG the animals
DQG ¢IW\ GD\V and all the creatures that move along the ground
and all the birds—everything that moves on land—

DAY 04 READING came out of the ark, one kind after another.

Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and,
: . taking some of all the clean animals and clean
Astheralnstopsandwatersrecede,Godhasnt ELUGV KH VDFUL(’,FHG EXUQW R H

given up on humanity. He's providing a second  smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart:
chance; a do-over for the human race through one  “Never again will | curse the ground because of

faithful family. humans, even though every inclination of the
_ human heart is evil from childhood. And never
But God remembered Noah and all the wild again will | destroy all living creatures, as | have
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done. As long as the earth endures, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day
and night will never cease.”

DAY 05 READING

God makes a promise - not just to Noah, but
to all creation. This is the first formal covenant
in Scripture, and it comes with a sign that still
appears in our skies today.

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying
to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and

¢00 WKH HDUWK 7KH IHDU DQ\ﬁerg’

on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds
in the sky, on every creature that moves along the

in the clouds, | will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and all living
creatures of every kind on the earth.”

So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the
covenant | have established between me and all
life on the earth.”

Even after the flood's fresh start, human nature
hasn’'t changed. Noah’'s own family shows that sin
still lurks in the human heart, leading to shame,
curse, and division that will echo through the
generations.

e ark

U B a0 Saphs G B e

father of Canaan.) These were the three sons of

JURXQG DOG RQ DOO WKH ¢ VK Qgﬁ&@g%&%ﬂﬂsvmx@&hﬁ DGIPIF e, gre

into your hands. Everything that lives and moves
about will be food for you. Just as | gave you the
green plants, | now give you everything.

“But you must not eat meat that has its
lifeblood still in it. And for your lifeblood | will
surely demand an accounting. | will demand an
accounting from every animal. And from each
human being, too, | will demand an accounting
for the life of another human being. Whoever
sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood
be shed; for in the image of God has God made
mankind. As for you, be fruitful and increase in
number; multiply on the earth and increase upon
it.”

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with
him: “I now establish my covenant with you and
with your descendants after you and with every
living creature that was with you—the birds, the
livestock and all the wild animals, all those that
came out of the ark with you—every living creature
on earth. | establish my covenant with you: Never
again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a

Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant
a vineyard. When he drank some of its wine, he
became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent.
Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father naked
and told his two brothers outside. But Shem and
Japheth took a garment and laid it across their
shoulders; then they walked in backward and
covered their father's naked body. Their faces
were turned the other way so that they would not
see their father naked.

When Noah awoke from his wine and found
out what his youngest son had done to him, he
said, “Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will
he be to his brothers.”

+H DOVR VDLG
of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem. May
God extend Japheth’s territory; may Japheth live
in the tents of Shem, and may Canaan be the slave
of Japheth.”

$IWHU WKH ARRG 1RDK OLYHC
\HDUV DQG

OLYHG D WRWDO RI

ARRG QHYHU DJDLQ ZLOO WKHUH EH D ARRG WR GHVWUR\

the earth.”

And God said, “This is the sign of the
covenant | am making between me and you and
every living creature with you, a covenant for all
generations to come: | have set my rainbow in
the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and the earth. Whenever | bring
clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in
the clouds, | will remember my covenant between
me and you and all living creatures of every kind.

Join us for Public Reading of Scripture
this week! We o er weekly sessions where we
read Scripture together and re ect on God’s
Word. Check your church communications
for times and locations.

1HYHU DJDLQ ZLOO WKH ZDWHUV EHFRPH D ARRG WR

destroy all life. Whenever the rainbow appears

S3UDLVH EH WI



Weekend Message Notes:

Discussion Questions for Small Groups

1.

5.

Genesis 1:27 says we're made in God’s image. In what ways can you see God’s image in
yourself? In what ways do you see God’s image in others in the group or in your life?

In Genesis 3, humanity chose independence from God. Where do you see the e ects of
that choice in your daily life?

God grieved over humanity’s sin but provided a way forward through Noah. When ha ve
you experienced God'’s grace after a personal failure?

The rainbow represents God'’s faithfulness to His promises. What “rainbo ws” has God
shown you in your life as a reminder of His faithfulness?

How can our group better re ect God’s image to each other and in our community?

Family Discussion Questions Week 1

For Families with Elementary-Age Children:

What'’s your favorite thing God created? Why?
How do you think Adam and Eve felt when they had to leave the garden?
What does the rainbow mean when we see it?

For Families with Teens:

How does knowing you're made in God’s image a ect your self-worth?

What consequences of the Fall do you see most clearly in our world?

How can we be good stewards of God'’s creation?

How has week one of your reading been going? As a family, how can we encourage
each other during this reading challenge?

15



GOD BUILDS A NATION

WEEK 02

Genesis 12-13, 15-17, 21-22, 32-33, 35; Romans 4; Hebrews 11

DAY 01 READING

Generations after the flood, humanity has
spread across the earth. But God's rescue plan
for creation begins with one man in ancient
Mesopotamia. God calls Abram (later Abraham)
to leave everything familiar and trust in
promises that seem impossible. This is where the
story of faith really begins.

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your
country, your people and your father’'s household
to the land | will show you. | will make you into a
great nation, and | will bless you; | will make your
name great, and you will be a blessing. | will bless
those who bless you, and whoever curses you |
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed
through you.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him;

sister, so that | will be treated well for your sake
and my life will be spared because of you.”

When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians
saw that Sarai was a very beautiful woman. And
ZKHQ 3KDUDRKYV R FLDOV VDZ KH
WR 3KDUDRK DQG VKH ZDV WDNH
He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram
acquired sheep and cattle, male and female
donkeys, male and female servants, and camels.

%XW WKH /RUG LQALFWHG VF
SKDUDRK DQG KLV KRXVHKROG EI
ZLIH 6DUDL 6R 3KDUDRK VXPPRQ}
have you done to me?” he said. “Why didn’t you tell
me she was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my
sister,” so that | took her to be my wife? Now then,
KHUH LV \RXU ZLIH 7DNH KHU DQCGC
gave orders about Abram to his men, and they sent
him on his way, with his wife and everything he
had.

So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev,

DQG /RW ZHQW ZLWK KLP $EU with hisDvfe ahH aveirghivy he Yhatl, and Lot went

years old when he set out from Harran. He took
his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions
they had accumulated and the people they had
acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land
of Canaan, and they arrived there.

Abram traveled through the land as far as
the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At
that time the Canaanites were in the land. The Lord

with him. Abram had become very wealthy in
livestock and in silver and gold.

From the Negev he went from place to place
until he came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel
and Ai where his tent had been earlier and where

KH KDG ¢UVW EXLOW DQ DOWDU
the name of the Lord.

Now Lot, who was moving about with

DSSHDUHG WR $EUDP DQG VDLGSESURP\RXOVR VKA QREFENV DQG KH!

will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the
Lord, who had appeared to him.

From there he went on toward the hills east
of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the
west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to
the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. Then
Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.

Even heroes of faith make mistakes. When
famine strikes, Abram’s trust wavers. Instead
of relying on God’'s protection, he concocts a
deceptive plan that nearly ends in disaster.

Now there was a famine in the land, and
Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while

the land could not support them while they stayed
together, for their possessions were so great that

they were not able to stay together. And quarreling

arose between Abram’s herders and Lot’s. The
&DQDDQLWHYV DQG 3HUL]]JLWHV ZH
land at that time.

So Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not have any
qguarreling between you and me, or between your
herders and mine, for we are close relatives. Is not
the whole land before you? Let’s part company. If
you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the
right, I'll go to the left.”

Lot looked around and saw that the whole
plain of the Jordan toward Zoar was well watered,
like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt.

because the famine was severe. As he was about to(This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and

enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what
a beautiful woman you are. When the Egyptians
see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.” Then they
will kill me but will let you live. Say you are my

Gomorrah.) So Lot chose for himself the whole
plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east.
The two men parted company: Abram lived in the
land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities



of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.
Now the people of Sodom were wicked and were
sinning greatly against the Lord.

The Lord said to Abram after Lot had
parted from him, “Look around from where you

birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but
Abram drove them away.

As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a
deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness
came over him. Then the Lord said to him,
are, to the north and south, to the east and west. “Know for certain that for four hundred years
All the land that you see | will give to you and your your descendants will be strangers in a country
R VSULQJ IRUHYHU , ZLOO P D Nbt th&inown Bnd/t8dt theywilDideNehslaved and
the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count mistreated there. But | will punish the nation they
WKH GXVW WKHQ \RXU R VSUL QskrnreRaX Saved; bhd-dkeqviavd th&y wilRcome out

walk through the length and breadth of the land,
for I am giving it to you.”

So Abram went to live near the great trees
of Mamre at Hebron, where he pitched his tents.
There he built an altar to the Lord.

DAY 02 READING

Years pass, and still no child. God’s promise
of countless descendants seems impossible when
Abraham doesn't even have one son. In a profound
moment, God makes a formal covenant with
Abraham, and Abraham’s response becomes the
foundation of what it means to have faith.

After this, the word of the Lord came to
Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. | am
your shield, your very great reward.”

But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can
you give me since | remain childless and the one
who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?”
And Abram said, “You have given me no children;
so a servant in my household will be my heir.”

Then the word of the Lord came to him:
“This man will not be your heir, but a son who is

\RXU RZQ AHVK DQG EORRG ZL

took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and
count the stars—if indeed you can count them.”
7TKHQ KH VDLG WR KLP

Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it
to him as righteousness.

He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you
this land to take possession of it.”

But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, how can
| know that | will gain possession of it?”

So the Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer,
a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with
a dove and a young pigeon.”

Abram brought all these to him, cut them in
two and arranged the halves opposite each other;
the birds, however, he did not cut in half. Then

36R VKD

with great possessions. You, however, will go to
your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good
old age. In the fourth generation your descendants

will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites

has not yet reached its full measure.”

When the sun had set and darkness had
IDOOHQ D VPRNLQJ (UHSRW ZLV
appeared and passed between the pieces. On
that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram
and said, “To your descendants | give this land,
from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the
Euphrates—the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites,
.DGPRQLWHYV +LWWLWHYV SHUL
Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.”

Waiting is hard. After ten years in Canaan with
no child, Sarai (later Sarah) takes matters into
her own hands with a culturally acceptable but
spiritually disastrous plan. The consequences will
ripple through history.

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him
no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named
Hagar; so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept
me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave;

aps,|c ild a [y throu er.”
%Qbr@#a;rgg @ W@%@a ai sai%@o after Abram
had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife
tign slave Hagar gave her to her
ﬁﬁﬁ%%y& |s\§lv%h§J H@gle%?e‘/ith Hagar, and
she conceived.

When she knew she was pregnant, she
began to despise her mistress. Then Sarai said to
Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong | am
VX HULQJ , SXW P\ VODYH LQ \RX
that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me.
May the Lord judge between you and me.”

“Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said.

“Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai _
PLVWUHDWHG +DJDU VR VKH AHG

The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a
spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside
the road to Shur. And he said, “Hagar, slave of
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Sarai, where have you come from, and where are
you going?”

“I’'m running away from my mistress Sarai,”
she answered.

Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go
back to your mistress and submit to her.” The
angel added, “I will increase your descendants so
much that they will be too numerous to count.”

The angel of the Lord also said to her: “You
are now pregnant and you will give birth to a son.
You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has
heard of your misery. He will be a wild donkey
of a man; his hand will be against everyone and
everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in
hostility toward all his brothers.”

She gave this name to the Lord who spoke
to her: “You are the God who sees me,” for she

household or bought with money from a foreigner—
WKRVH ZKR DUH QRW \RXU R VSUL
your household or bought with your money, they
PXVW EH FLUFXPFLVHG O\ FRYHQL
to be an everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised
PDOH ZKR KDV QRW EHHQ FLUFXF
ZLOO EH FXW R IURP KLV SHRSOF
covenant.”

God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai
your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her
name will be Sarah. | will bless her and will surely
give you a son by her. | will bless her so that she
will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will
come from her.”

Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and
said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a
hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the

said, “I have now seen the One who sees me.” That age of ninety?” And Abraham said to God, “If only

is why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi; it is still
there, between Kadesh and Bered.

So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram
gave the name Ishmael to the son she had borne.
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore
him Ishmael.

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the
Lord appearedto himand said, “l am God Almighty;
walk before me faithfully and be blameless. Then
| will make my covenant between me and you and
will greatly increase your numbers.”

Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will
be the father of many nations. No longer will you
be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for
| have made you a father of many nations. | will
make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you,
and kings will come from you. | will establish my
covenant as an everlasting covenant between me
and you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God and the God
of your descendants after you. The whole land of
Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, | will
give as an everlasting possession to you and your
descendants after you; and | will be their God.”

Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you
must keep my covenant, you and your descendants
after you for the generations to come. This is my
covenant with you and your descendants after you,
the covenant you are to keep: Every male among
you shall be circumcised. You are to undergo
circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and you. For the generations to come
every male among you who is eight days old must
be circumcised, including those born in your

Ishmael might live under your blessing!”

Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah
will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. | will
establish my covenant with him as an everlasting
covenant for his descendants after him. And as for
Ishmael, | have heard you: | will surely bless him;
I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase
his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers,
and | will make him into a great nation. But my
covenant | will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah
will bear to you by this time next year.” When he
KDG ¢ QLVKHG VSHDNLQJ ZLWK
from him.

On that very day Abraham took his son
Ishmael and all those born in his household
or bought with his money, every male in his
household, and circumcised them, as God told
him. Abraham was ninety-nine years old when
he was circumcised, and his son Ishmael was
thirteen; Abraham and his son Ishmael were both
circumcised on that very day. And every male in
Abraham’s household, including those born in
his household or bought from a foreigner, was
circumcised with him.

DAY 03 READING

Finally, after twenty-five years of waiting, the
impossible happens. The promise becomes reality.
But the arrival of Isaac creates painful family
dynamics that lead to heartbreaking separation.

$EU

Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he
had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what he had



promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore a son
to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God
had promised him. Abraham gave the name Isaac
to the son Sarah bore him. When his son Isaac was
eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God
commanded him. Abraham was a hundred years
old when his son Isaac was born to him.

Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter,
and everyone who hears about this will laugh with
me.” And she added, “Who would have said to
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet |
have borne him a son in his old age.”

The child grew and was weaned, and on

with me or my children or my descendants. Show
to me and the country where you now reside as a
foreigner the same kindness | have shown to you.”

Abraham said, “l swear it.”

Then Abraham complained to Abimelek
about a well of water that Abimelek’s servants had
seized. But Abimelek said, “I don’t know who has
done this. You did not tell me, and | heard about it
only today.”

So Abraham brought sheep and cattle and
gave them to Abimelek, and the two men made a
treaty. Abraham set apart seven ewe lambs from
WKH ARFN DQG $ELPHOHN DVNHG

the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great the meaning of these seven ewe lambs you have set

feast. But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the
Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, and
she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman
and her son, for that woman’s son will never share
in the inheritance with my son Isaac.”

The matter distressed Abraham greatly
because it concerned his son. But God said to him,
“Do not be so distressed about the boy and your
slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you,

apart by themselves?”

He replied, “Accept these seven lambs from
my hand as a witness that | dug this well.”

So that place was called Beersheba, because
the two men swore an oath there.

After the treaty had been made at Beersheba,
$ELPHOHN DQG 3KLFRO WKH FRPP
UHWXUQHG WR WKH ODQG RI WKH
planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there he

EHFDXVH LW LV WKURXJK ,V DD Fcalle& onvthe Raxhe oRthe Sdud, & Efermal@od.

be reckoned. I will make the son of the slave into a

QDWLRQ DOVR EHFDXVH KH LV
Early the next morning Abraham took some

food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar.

$QG $EUDKDP VWD\HG LQ WKH OD¢
foRaXANgRMES UL QJ -

What comes next is the ultimate test of faith. God

+H VHW WKHP RQ KHU VKRXO GH asks Abraham to do the unthinkable - sacrifice the

with the boy. She went on her way and wandered
in the Desert of Beersheba.

When the water in the skin was gone, she
put the boy under one of the bushes. Then she

very son through whom all the promises were to
be fulfilled. This moment will define what it means
to trust God completely.

ZHQW R DQG VDW GRZQ DERXW D ERBfa/ifR YreP &dd ‘test& Abraham. He

she thought, “I cannot watch the boy die.” And as
she sat there, she began to sob.

God heard the boy crying, and the angel of G
od called to Hagar from heaven and said to her,
“What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God
has heard the boy crying as he lies there. Lift the
boy up and take him by the hand, for | will make
him into a great nation.”

Then God opened her eyes and she saw a

ZHOO RI ZDWHU 6R VKH ZHQW
water and gave the boy a drink.

God was with the boy as he grew up. He
lived in the desert and became an archer. While he
ZDV OLYLQJ LQ WKH "HVHUW RI
wife for him from Egypt.

$W WKDW WLPH S$ELPHOH

commander of his forces said to Abraham, “God
is with you in everything you do. Now swear to
me here before God that you will not deal falsely

N ek dok the U0

said to him, “Abraham!”
“Here | am,” he replied.
Then God said, “Take your son, your only
son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region
Rl ORULDK 6DFUL¢FH KLP WKHUH
on a mountain | will show you.”
Early the next morning Abraham got up
and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of
is.servants [ S Whe had cut
Bﬁeg »WE&#EW% S?M r%Eiﬂi"\b W R H
the place God had told him about. On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the
i . He saijd to hi rvants, “ e with
?ﬁﬁ%ﬁg W}?I]ewar'%élfg gj?@o f\gm e. We
back to you.”
for the burnt
R HULQJ DQG SODFHG LW RQ KLV
KLPVHOI FDUULHG WKH ¢UH DQG W
them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to
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his father Abraham, “Father?” - literally - with God himself. This encounter will
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. transform him from Jacob the deceiver to Israel,
37KH ¢UH DQG ZRRG DUH lthe one who struggles with God and overcomes.
SEXW ZKHUH LV WKH ODPE IRU WKH EXUQW R HULQJ"
Abraham answered, “God himself will Jacob also went on his way, and the angels
SURYLGH WKH ODPE IRU WKH E gehiWeRnhibh Uded Jabob ¥k hem, he said,

And the two of them went on together. “This is the camp of God!” So he named that place
When they reached the place God had pahanaim.

told him about, Abraham built an altar there and Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his

arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac prother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Edom. He instructed them: “This is what you are
he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay tg say to my lord Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob says, |
his son. But the angel of the Lord called out to him have been staying with Laban and have remained
from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” there till now. | have cattle and donkeys, sheep
“Here | am,” he replied. and goats, male and female servants. Now | am

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do VHQGLQJ WKLV PHVVDJH WR P\ OF
not do anything to him. Now | know that you fear  fayor in your eyes.”

God, because you have not withheld from me your When the messengers returned to Jacob,

son, your only son.” _ _ they said, “We went to your brother Esau, and now
Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he js coming to meet you, and four hundred men

he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and re with him.”

WRRN WKH UDP DQG VDFUL¢FHG LWpBrdfat RaFanhd ddiesfuddds ldidided the

instead of his son. So Abraham called that place eople who were with him into two groups, and the

7KH /RUG :LOO 3URYLGH 3$QG VWRMILY F® \KHY W V®EGFDPHOV D

“On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”  «|f Esau comes and attacks one group, the group
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham that is left may escape.”
from heaven a second time and said, “I swear by Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father

myself, declares the Lord, that because you have apraham, God of my father Isaac, Lord, you who
done this and_ have not withheld your son, your gaid to me, ‘Go back to your country and your
only son, | will surely bless you and make your rejatives, and | will make you prosper, | am
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky ynworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you
and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants kK DYH VKR Z Q \RXU VHUYDQW , KDG
will take possession of the cities of their enemies, | crossed this Jordan, but now | have become two
DQG WKURXJK \RXU R VSULQJ PBdhps. Sal\Wé RRY frhiRhethdh oMKy brother
will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”  Esay, for | am afraid he will come and attack me,
Then Abraham returned to his servants, and  and also the mothers with their children. But you
WKH\ VHW R WRJIJHWKHU IRU % Ha\¥ ¥akHIE subly thakesyd Pdfd8per and will

stayed in Beersheba. _ make your descendants like the sand of the sea,
Some time later Abraham was tOld, “Milkah which cannot be counted.”
is also a mother; she has borne sons to your He spent the night there, and from what he

EURWKHU 1DKRU 8] WKH ¢ UVW R Wifd hiff¥ belbdidd gl RWiKdidther Esau:
Kemuel (the father of Aram), Kesed, Hazo, two hundred femaligoats and twenﬁ/ male goats,
it

BLOGDVK -LGODSK DQG %HW KXH@ hunbfedd BleXan@riehty rRritstithiy<émale

father of Rebekah. Milkah bore these e|ght sons to camels with their young, forty cows and ten bu”s)

Abraham’s brother Nahor. His ConCUbine, whose and twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys_
name was Reumah, also had sons: Tebah, Gaham, He put them in the care of his servants, each herd

Tahash and Maakah. by itself, and said to his servants, “Go ahead of me,
and keep some space between the herds.”
DAY 04 READING He instructed the one in the lead: “When

my brother Esau meets you and asks, ‘Who do you
belong to, and where are you going, and who owns
all these animals in front of you?’ then you are to

say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a

The story now shifts to Abraham’s grandson
Jacob, who will become Israel. But first, he must
face the consequences of his deception and wrestle



gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is coming behind
us.”

He also instructed the second, the third and
all the others who followed the herds: “You are to
say the same thing to Esau when you meet him.
And be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is coming
behind us.” For he thought, “I will pacify him with
these gifts | am sending on ahead; later, when |
see him, perhaps he will receive me.” So Jacob’s
gifts went on ahead of him, but he himself spent
the night in the camp.

That night Jacob got up and took his two
wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had
sent them across the stream, he sent over all his

possessions. So Jacob was left alone, and a man

wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw
that he could not overpower him, he touched the
socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched
as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said,
“Let me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go
unless you bless me.”

The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered.

Then the man said, “Your name will no
longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have
struggled with God and with humans and have
overcome.”

-DFRE VDLG

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?”
Then he blessed him there.

went on ahead and bowed down to the ground
seven times as he approached his brother.

But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced
him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed
him. And they wept. Then Esau looked up and saw
the women and children. “Who are these with
you?” he asked.

Jacob answered, “They are the children
God has graciously given your servant.”

Then the female servants and their children
approached and bowed down. Next, Leah and her
children came and bowed down. Last of all came
Joseph and Rachel, and they too bowed down.

Esau asked, “What's the meaning of all
WKHVH ARFNV DQG KHUGV , PHW"’

37R ¢QG IDYRU LQ \RXU H\HV
said.

But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my
brother. Keep what you have for yourself.”

“No, please!” said Jacob. “If | have found
favor in your eyes, accept this gift from me. For
to see your face is like seeing the face of God, now
WKDW \RX KDYH UHFHLYHG PH IDY
the present that was brought to you, for God has
been gracious to me and | have all | need.” And
because Jacob insisted, Esau accepted it.

Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; Ill
accompany you.”

But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that

330O0HDVH WH O theRKIdkgh ate tendd? ldnd that | must care for

the ewes and cows that are nursing their young. If
they are driven hard just one day, all the animals

6R -DFRE FDOOHG WKH S O DnwllHie3 SioQdt mydlord/go vih @hkack oMiis servant,
is because | saw God face to face, and yet my life ZKLOH , PRYH DORQJ VORZO\ DW V

was spared.”

and herds before me and the pace of the children,

7KH VXQ URVH DERYH KLP DuwtilK¢bngDovmy o i8 Se®.L. H O

and he was limping because of his hip. Therefore
to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon
attached to the socket of the hip, because the
socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon.

After wrestling with God, Jacob must face his
past. The reunion with Esau becomes a powerful
picture of forgiveness and reconciliation - a
reminder that God can heal even the deepest
family wounds.

Jacob looked up and there was Esau,
coming with his four hundred men; so he divided
the children among Leah, Rachel and the two
female servants. He put the female servants and
their children in front, Leah and her children next,
and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. He himself

Esau said, “Then let me leave some of my
men with you.”
“But why do that?” Jacob asked. “Just let
PH ¢QG IDYRU LQ WKH H\HV RI P\ (
So that day Esau started on his way back to
Seir. Jacob, however, went to Sukkoth, where he
built a place for himself and made shelters for his
livestock. That is why the place is called Sukkoth.
$IWHU -DFRE FDPH IURP 3DG
arrived safely at the city of Shechem in Canaan
and camped within sight of the city. For a hundred
pieces of silver, he bought from the sons of Hamor,
the father of Shechem, the plot of ground where
he pitched his tent. There he set up an altar and
called it El Elohe Israel.
Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel
and settle there, and build an altar there to God,
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ZKR DSSHDUHG WR \RX ZKHQ \RwasZyingH-sheHdrmegd hel l$dd Ben-Oni. But his
your brother Esau.” father named him Benjamin.

So Jacob said to his household and to all So Rachel died and was buried on the way
who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). Over her tomb
you have with you, and purify yourselves and Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar
change your clothes. Then come, let us go up to marks Rachel’s tomb.

Bethel, where | will build an altar to God, who Israel moved on again and pitched his tent
answered me in the day of my distress and who beyond Migdal Eder. While Israel was living in

has been with me wherever | have gone.” So they that region, Reuben went in and slept with his

gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the father’'s concubine Bilhah, and Israel heard of it.

rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under Jacob had twelve sons: The sons of Leah:

the oak at Shechem. Then they set out, and the SHXEHQ WKH ¢(UVWERUQ RI -DFR
terror of God fell on the towns all around them so Judah, Issachar and Zebulun. The sons of Rachel:

that no one pursued them. Joseph and Benjamin. The sons of Rachel's

Jacob and all the people with him came to servant Bilhah: Dan and Naphtali. The sons of
Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan. There Leah’s servant Zilpah: Gad and Asher. These were
he built an altar, and he called the place El Bethe, WKH VRQV RI -DFRE ZKR ZHUH ERL
because it was there that God revealed himself to Aram.

KLP ZKHQ KH ZDV AHHLQJ IURP K Uatok thR&hkrkkEUo his father Isaac in Mamre,

Now Deborah, Rebekah’'s nurse, died and ne ar Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron), where
was buried under the oak outside Bethel. So it was Abraham and Isaac had stayed. Isaac lived a
named Allon Bakuth. hundred and eighty years. Then he breathed his

$IWHU -DFRE UHWXUQHG | af Bnd3ded éhd Waskdtbelred to his people, old
God appeared to him again and blessed him. God and full of years. And his sons Esau and Jacob
said to him, “Your name is Jacob, but you will no buried him.
longer be called Jacob; your name will be Israel.”
So he named him Israel.

And God said to him, “I am God Almighty; DAY 05 READING

be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and :
a community of nations will come from you, and The New Testament writers help us understand
kings will be among your descendants. The land | that these ancient stories aren't just history -
gave to Abraham and Isaac | also give to you, and they’re the foundation of faith itself. Paul and the
| will give this land to your descendants after you.” author of Hebrews show us that Abraham’s trust
Then God went up from him at the place where he in God’s promises is the pattern for all who would
had talked with him. follow God.

Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place
where God had talked with him, and he poured What then shall we say that Abraham, our
RXW D GULQN R HULQJ RQ LW KRWDWHDR/ ISRXDHFGERLEOLED WW WKH A
Jacob called the place where God had talked with PDWWHU" ,I LQ IDFW $EUDKDP ZD
him Bethel. he had something to boast about—but not before

God. What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed

Life brings both joy and sorrow. As Jacob’s God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
family grows, he experiences the heartbreak of Now to the one who works, wages are not
losing his beloved Rachel in childbirth, and later, credited as a gift but as an obligation. However,

the passing of his father Isaac. These twelve sons 10 the one who does not work but trusts God who
will become the twelve tribes of Israel. MXVWL¢HV WKH XQJRGO\ WKHLU

righteousness. David says the same thing when he
Then they moved on from Bethel. While speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom God

they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel Credits righteousness apart from works: “Blessed
EHJDQ WR JLYH ELUWK DQG K JN9$eDWI0SE | rangarappionss @res forgiven,
DV VKH ZDV KDYLQJ JUHDW GL §AFINS € EQEreciEastegik e ppewhose
midwife said to her, “Don’t despair, for you have SN the Lor W'” never count against them.”
another son.” As she breathed her last—for she Is this blessedness only for the circumcised,



or also for the uncircumcised? We have been
saying that Abraham’s faith was credited to him
as righteousness. Under what circumstances
was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised,
or before? It was not after, but before! And he
received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still
uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who
believe but have not been circumcised, in order
that righteousness might be credited to them. And
he is then also the father of the circumcised who
not only are circumcised but who also follow in the
footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had
before he was circumcised.

It was not through the law that Abraham
DQRG KLV R VSULQJ UHFHLYHG
would be heir of the world, but through the
righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who
depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing
and the promise is worthless, because the law
brings wrath. And where there is no law there is
no transgression.

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so
that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to

seen was not made out of what was visible.

%\ IDLWK $EHO EURXJKW *RG
than Cain did. By faith he was commended as
ULIJKWHRXV ZKHQ *RG VSRNH ZH(
And by faith Abel still speaks, even though he is
dead.

By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so
that he did not experience death: “He could not
be found, because God had taken him away.” For
before he was taken, he was commended as one
who pleased God. And without faith it is impossible
to please God, because anyone who comes to him
must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him.

By faith Noah, when warned about things
not ket sé&eb), RFhbly fearWllttaw arkK td save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and
became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping
with faith.

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a
place he would later receive as his inheritance,
obeyed and went, even though he did not know
where he was going. By faith he made his home
in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign

DOO $EUDKDPTV R VSULQJ2QR W cBugt@;\heViRedNrkiéhig HasZikl Rsaadadd Jacob,
of the law but also to those who have the faith of who were heirs with him of the same promise. For
Abraham. He is the father of us all. As itis written: he was looking forward to the city with foundations,

‘I have made you a father of many nations.” He whose architect and builder is God. And by faith
is our father in the sight of God, in whom he even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and enabled to bear children because she considered

calls into being things that were not.

Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed
and so became the father of many nations, just as
LW KDG EHHQ VDLG WR KLP
be.” Without weakening in his faith, he faced the

him faithful who had made the promise. And so
from this one man, and he as good as dead, came
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky

3 6dhd EKdDUDesS BsXHe sBndvos thé sgdshore.

All these people were still living by faith

fact that his body was as good as dead—since hewhen they died. They did not receive the things

was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s
womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through
unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,
being fully persuaded that God had power to do
what he had promised. This is why “it was credited
to him asrighteousness.” The words “itwas credited
to him” were written not for him alone, but also
for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead. He was delivered over to death for
RXU VLQV DQG ZDV UDLVHG WR

promised; they only saw them and welcomed
them from a distance, admitting that they were
IRUHLJQHUV DQG VWUDQJHUV
say such things show that they are looking for a
country of their own. If they had been thinking
of the country they had left, they would have had
opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing
for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he
has prepared a city for them.

By faith Abraham, when God tested him,
®HHHEK U VDO DXV WY VDU LR

RQ

+H

1RZ IDLWK LV FRQ{GHQFH LWKZKBWRFAH. KRB HDRF'UDERXW WR V|
and assurance about what we do not see. This is only son, even though God had said to him, “It is

what the ancients were commended for.
By faith we understand that the universe
was formed at God’s command, so that what is

WKURXJK ,VDDF WKDW \RXU R VSULI
Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the
dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive
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Isaac back from death. mountains, living in caves and in holes in the
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in ground.

regard to their future. These were all commended for their faith,
By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed yet none of them received what had been promised,

each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned since God had planned something better for us so

RQ WKH WRS RI KLV VWD that only together with us would they be made
By faith Joseph, when his end was near, perfect.

spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from

Egypt and gave instructions concerning the burial Join us for Public Reading of Scripture

of his bones. this week! We o er weekly sessions where we

By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three yead Scripture together and re ect on God'’s
months after he was born, because they saw he \worg. Check your church communications

was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of ¢, e and Iocations.
the king'’s edict.
By faith Moses, when he had grown up,
UHIXVHG WR EH NQRZQ DV WKH VRQ RI 3KDUDRKT{V
daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with .
WKH SHRSOH RI *RG UDWKHU WKDQ WR HQMR\ WKH AHHWLQJ
pleasures of sin. He regarded disgrace for the sake
of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of
Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.
By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger;
he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.
%\ IDLWK KH NHSW WKH 3DVVRYHU DQG WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI
EORRG VR WKDW WKH GHVWUR\HU RI WKH ¢UVWERUQ ZRXOG
QRW WRXFK WKH ¢UVWERUQ RI ,VUDHO
By faith the people passed through the Red
Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to
do so, they were drowned.
By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the
army had marched around them for seven days.
By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she
welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who
were disobedient.
And what more shall | say? | do not have
time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and
Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the
prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, and gained what was
promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched
WKH IXU\ Rl WKH ADPHV DQG HVFDSHG WKH HGJH RI WKH
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength;
and who became powerful in battle and routed
foreign armies. Women received back their dead,
raised to life again. There were others who were
tortured, refusing to be released so that they might
gain an even better resurrection. Some faced jeers
DQG ARJJIJLQJ DQG HYHQ FKDLQV DQG LPSULVRQPHQW
They were put to death by stoning; they were
sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They
went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute,
persecuted and mistreated—the world was not
worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and



Weekend Message Notes:

Discussion Questions for Small Groups

1.

Abraham left everything familiar to follow God’s call. What might God be calli ng you to
leave behind or step into?

Abraham waited 25 years for Isaac. How do you maintain faith when God’s promises
seem delayed?

God tested Abraham by asking him to sacri ce Isaac. What (or who) has God asked you
to surrender that revealed your level of trust?

Jacob wrestled with God and received a new name. How has your struggle with God
changed you?

What are some ways that others can encourage you to take steps of faith when you
can’t see an outcome?

Family Discussion Questions Week 2

For Families with Elementary-Age Children:

What would be hard about moving to a new place where you don’'t know anyone?
How do you think Abraham felt waiting so long for baby Isaac?
What does it mean to trust God even when it's hard?

For Families with Teens:

Who are the Christian examples in your life that you see make big steps of faith?

What's the biggest step of faith you’ve ever taken or seen someone take?

How do you handle waiting on God’s timing versus growing impatient and making

things happen yourself?

What should we learn from Abraham’s story about the relationship between faith a nd
obedience?
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WEEK 03

Genesis 37, 39, 41-48, 50

DAY 01 READING

Jacob’s family has settled in Canaan, but peace
doesn't last long. Family dysfunction reaches new
depths when favoritism, jealousy, and prophetic
dreams collide. What happens next will take one
brother from a pit to a palace, and ultimately
save the entire family from starvation.

Jacob lived in the land where his father had
stayed, the land of Canaan.
This is the account of Jacob’s family line.

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was

FROM SLAVE TO DEPUTY PHARAOH

“Very well,” he replied.

So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well
ZLWK \RXU EURWKHUYV DQG ZLWK
ZRUG EDFN WR PH =~ 7KHQ KH VHQ'
Valley of Hebron.

When Joseph arrived at Shechem, a man
IRXQG KLP ZDQGHULQJ DURXQG 1
asked him, “What are you looking for?”

He replied, “I'm looking for my brothers.

Can you tell me where they are grazing their
ARFNV"’

“They have moved on from here,” the man
answered. “I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.”

So Joseph went after his brothers and

WHQGLQJ WKH ARFNV ZLWK KL YoukditRi hekirD¥thahy ButithsyR&whinRih the

Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’'s wives,
and he brought their father a bad report about
them.

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of
his other sons, because he had been born to him in
his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him.
When his brothers saw that their father loved him
more than any of them, they hated him and could
not speak a kind word to him.

Joseph had a dream, and when he told it
to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He
said to them, “Listen to this dream | had: We were
ELQGLQJ VKHDYHV RI
suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while
your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed
down to it.”

His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to
reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they
hated him all the more because of his dream and
what he had said.

Then he had another dream, and he told it
to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another
dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven
stars were bowing down to me.”

When he told his father as well as his
brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What
is this dream you had? Will your mother and | and
your brothers actually come and bow down to the
ground before you?” His brothers were jealous of
him, but his father kept the matter in mind.

distance, and before he reached them, they plotted
to kill him.

“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to
each other. “Come now, let's kill him and throw
him into one of these cisterns and say that a
ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see
what comes of his dreams.”

When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue
him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he
said. “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this
cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand
on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them

JUDLQ Rahtake@QimWdckito pisifaxiier. Z K H Q

So when Joseph came to his brothers, they
stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was
wearing—and they took him and threw him into
the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no
water in it.

As they sat down to eat their meal, they
looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming
from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices,
balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to
take them down to Egypt.

Judah said to his brothers, “What will we
gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood?
Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay
our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our
RZQ AHVK DQG EORRG ~ +LV EURW

So when the Midianite merchants came by,
his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern

Now his brothers had gone to graze their and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the
IDWKHUTV ARFNV QHDU 6KHFK HIAmaBlif2$ whi tddk Hifd tovEgyipts W R
Joseph, “As you know, your brothers are grazing When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw
WKH ARFENVY QHDU 6KHFKHP &R Pt Jodeph was InQt dhatéRhe/tbt@His clothes. He
you to them.” went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t



there! Where can | turn now?”

from me except you, because you are his wife. How

Then they got Joseph'’s robe, slaughtered a then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against

goat and dipped the robe in the blood. They took
the ornate robe back to their father and said, “We
found this. Examine it to see whether it is your
son’s robe.”

He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s
robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him.
Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”

Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on
sackcloth and mourned for his son many days.
All his sons and daughters came to comfort him,
but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “I
will continue to mourn until I join my son in the
grave.” So his father wept for him.

Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in
(J\SW WR 3RWLSKDU RQH RI
captain of the guard.

Sold as a slave in a foreign land, Joseph could
have given up. Instead, God’s presence transforms
every situation Joseph enters, until a false
accusation lands him in prison. Even there, God
is working out a plan that will save nations.

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt.

SRWLSKDU DQ (J\SWLDQ ZKR Z
R FLDOV WKH FDSWDLQ RI WKH

the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.

The Lord was with Joseph so that he
prospered, and he lived in the house of his
Egyptian master. When his master saw that the
Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him
success in everything he did, Joseph found favor

LQ KLV H\HV DQG EHFDPH KLV D

him in charge of his household, and he entrusted
to his care everything he owned. From the time he
put him in charge of his household and of all that
he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the

God?” And though she spoke to Joseph day after
day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be
with her.

One day he went into the house to attend
to his duties, and none of the household servants
was inside. She caught him by his cloak and said,
“Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her
hand and ran out of the house.

When she saw that he had left his cloak in
her hand and had run out of the house, she called
her household servants. “Look,” she said to them,
“this Hebrew has been brought to us to make
sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but
| screamed. When he heard me scream for help, he

3 keb ik #kp¥side rd dddran oWV df the house.”

She kept his cloak beside her until his
master came home. Then she told him this story:
“That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to
make sport of me. But as soon as | screamed for
help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the
house.”

When his master heard the story his wife
told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated
me,” he burned with anger. Joseph’s master took

Ny a t M i RriseRpt e where the

) PP W i R |
B \:{#( . RP FRQ¢QH
ut while Joseph was there In the prison,
the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness
and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison
warden. So the warden put Joseph in charge of
all those held in the prison, and he was made
responsible for all that was done there. The warden

R R i e PR

success in whatever he did.

Years pass in prison. Then Pharaoh has

Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the troubling dreams that none of his wise men can
/JRUG ZDV RQ HYHU\WKLQJ 3RW linterpret. Suddenly, a former prisoner remembers
KRXVH DQG LQ WKH ¢HOG 6R 3the Hebrew slave who accurately interpreted
he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he dreams. In one day, Joseph goes from the dungeon

did not concern himself with anything except the
food he ate.

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome,
and after a while his master’s wife took notice of
Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”

But he refused. “With me in charge,” he
told her, “my master does not concern himself
with anything in the house; everything he owns he
has entrusted to my care. No one is greater in this
house than | am. My master has withheld nothing

to the palace.

KHQ WZR
had a dream: He was standing by the Nile, when
out of the river there came up seven cows, sleek
and fat, and they grazed among the reeds. After
them, seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came
up out of the Nile and stood beside those on the
riverbank. And the cows that were ugly and gaunt
DWH XS WKH VHYHQ VOHHN
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woke up. Rl 3KDUDRK DUH RQH DQG WKH VDI

He fell asleep again and had a second WR 3KDUDRK ZKDW KH LV DERXW V
dream: Seven heads of grain, healthy and good, cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of
were growing on a single stalk. After them, seven grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream.
other heads of grain sprouted—thin and scorched The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward
by the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed are seven years, and so are the seven worthless
XS WKH VHYHQ KHDOWK\ [|XO Ohelids Df@rein s¢dfdieg bg t®dafd Wikd: They are
woke up; it had been a dream. seven years of famine.

In the morning his mind was troubled, 3 W LV MXVW DV , vVDLG WR
so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of VKRZQ 3KDUDRK ZKDW KH LV DEF
(J\SW 3KDUDRK WROG WKHP K Lyars of igrbaR gburtdandé apeRcomi@dHthroughout
could interpret them for him. the land of Egypt, but seven years of famine will

7TKHQ WKH FKLHI FXSEH D U HollovwtBeGTHahRall 3¢ BRumignice in Egypt will
“Today | am reminded of my shortcomings. be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land.
SKDUDRK ZDV RQFH DQJU\ ZL W KThe bhundddde ¥ Ehn@ladAvillDap e réhtémbered,
imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house of because the famine that follows it will be so severe.
the captain of the guard. Each of us had a dreem 7KH UHDVRQ WKH GUHDP ZDV JLYH
the same night, and each dream had a meaningof IRUPV LV WKDW WKH PDWWHU KDV
its own. Now a young Hebrew was there with us, God, and God will do it soon.
a servant of the captain of the guard. We told him 3$QG QRZ OHW 3KDUDRK ORRN
our dreams, and he interpreted them for us, giving and wise man and put him in charge of the land
each man the interpretation of his dreem. And Rl (J\SW /HW 3KDUDRK DSSRLQV
things turned out exactly as he interpreted them RYHU WKH ODQG WR WDNH D ¢IWK
to us: | was restored to my position, and the other during the seven years of abundance. They should
man was impaled.” collect all the food of these good years that are
6R 3KDUDRK VHQW IRU -R XSl andsip@ uitHe gr&aunder the authority
quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had RI 3KDUDRK WR EH NHSW LQ WKH
shaved and changed his clothes, he came before food should be held in reserve for the country, to
SKDUDRK be used during the seven years of famine that will
BKDUDRK VDLG WR -RVHSK com&upen Egyptda & the QoGntry may not be
no one can interpret it. But | have heard it said of ruined by the famine.”
you that when you hear a dream you can interpret 7KH SODQ VHHPHG JRRG WR 3
it.” KLV R FLDOV 6R 3KDUDRK DVNHG
3, FDQQRW GR LW ~ -RVHSK abyidrte Oke thi nvsirkR 0BeKiD WhDrR iK the spirit of
SEXW *RG ZLOO JLYH 3KDUDRK VBEdI?T"DQVZHU KH GHVLUHV ~
7TKHQ 3KDUDRK VDLG WR -RVHSK7RHDRPIKDUWHDIIRK VDLG WR -RVlE
| was standing on the bank of the Nile, when out of has made all this known to you, there is no one so
the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge
and they grazed among the reeds. After them, of my palace, and all my people are to submit to
seven other cows came up—scrawny and very ugly your orders. Only with respect to the throne will |
and lean. | had never seen such ugly cows in all the be greater than you.”
land of Egypt. The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven 6R 3KDUDRK VDLG WR -RVHSI
IDW FRZV WKDW FDPH XS ¢ UVW ydh XWharyeg idfQheDwNalE landVdf Bgydd. W hien
them, no one could tell that they had done so;they 3SKDUDRK WRRN KLV VLIQHW ULQJ
looked just as ugly as before. Then | woke up. SXW LW RQ -RVHSK{V ¢QJHU +H G

“In my dream | saw seven heads of grain, Rl ¢ QH OLQHQ DQG SXW D JROG Fk
full and good, growing on a single stalk. After He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-
them, seven other heads sprouted—withered and command, and people shouted before him, “Make
thin and scorched by the east wind. The thin heads way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land
of grain swallowed up the seven good heads. | told of Egypt.
this to the magicians, but none of them could 7TKHQ 3KDUDRK VDLG WR -F
explain it to me.” SKDUDRK EXW ZLWKRXW \RXU ZR

7TKHQ -RVHSK VDLG WR 3KDUDRK RUKHRKBWHDRDPNVOO (J\SW = 3KD



QDPH

=DSKHQDWK 3DQHDK DQGIiel DYH KLP $VHQDWK

GDXJKWHU RI 3BRWLSKHUD SULHVW Reén2énh oiBseits BratherZ wert down

And Joseph went throughout the land of Egypt.
Joseph was thirty years old when he
HQWHUHG WKH VHUYLFH RI
$QG -RVHSK ZHQW RXW
and traveled throughout Egypt. During the seven
years of abundance the land produced plentifully.
Joseph collected all the food produced in those

to buy grain from Egypt. But Jacob did not send
Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with the others,

3 KhedalB® Ke Wak @fthidRHhat (hhYi@ Wiight come to
I[URP 3D SbDdraKI% gonS Wete/arhQnig ithose who went

to buy grain, for there was famine in the land of
Canaan also.
Now Joseph was the governor of the land,

seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored it the person who sold grain to all its people. So

in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in
WKH ¢HOGV VXUURXQGLQJ LW
guantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was

when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down
te Riv Mvithkitheir aeeb) ta e X§rduril XAkHsoon as
Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but

so much that he stopped keeping records because he pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to

it was beyond measure.
Before the years of famine came, two

them. “Where do you come from?” he asked.
“From the land of Canaan,” they replied,

sons were born to Joseph by Asenath daughter “to buy food.”

RI SBRWLSKHUD SULHVW RI

2Q

- RMtHGigh JodephH& ogkized his brothers,

¢cUVWERUQ ODQDVVHK DQG VD Lteey didWot ke¢odhidd-HinX Vhen h& @membered

has made me forget all my trouble and all my

his dreams about them and said to them, “You

father’'s household.” The second son he named are spies! You have come to see where our land is
Ephraim and said, “It is because God has made me unprotected.”

I[UXLWIXO LQ WKH ODQG RI P\ VX HUNQJmy lord,” they answered.

“Your

The seven years of abundance in Egypt servants have come to buy food. We are all the
came to an end, and the seven years of famine sons of one man. Your servants are honest men,
began, just as Joseph had said. There was famine not spies.”

in all the other lands, but in the whole land of Egypt
there was food. When all Egypt began to feel the

“No!” he said to them. “You have come to
see where our land is unprotected.”

IDPLQH WKH SHRSOH FULHG WR 3KBUDtRe réplied, R'RRdar IJekvid@s were
SKDUDRK WROG DOO WKH (J\SWiwBlgWYrotheR, hheRonrRaV ¢h8 ikam @6 lives in

do what he tells you.”

When the famine had spread over the
whole country, Joseph opened all the storehouses
and sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was
severe throughout Egypt. And all the world came
to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the
famine was severe everywhere.

DAY 02 READING

The famine reaches Canaan, forcing Jacob’s
sons to travel to Egypt for grain. They don't
recognize the powerful Egyptian official before
them as the brother they sold into slavery twenty
years earlier. But Joseph recognizes them, and he
has a choice to make: revenge or redemption?

When Jacob learned that there was grain in
Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you just keep
looking at each other?” He continued, “I have
heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there
and buy some for us, so that we may live and not

the land of Canaan. The youngest is now with our
father, and one is no more.”

Joseph said to them, “It is just as I told you:
You are spies! And this is how you will be tested:
$V VXUHO\ DV 3KDUDRK OLYHYV
place unless your youngest brother comes here.
Send one of your number to get your brother; the
rest of you will be kept in prison, so that your words
may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If
\RX DUH QRW WKHQ DV VXUHO\ D
are spies!” And he put them all in custody for three
days.

\R

On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do
this and you will live, for | fear God: If you are
honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in
prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back
for your starving households. But you must bring
your youngest brother to me, so that your words
PD\ EH YHUL¢;¢HG DQG WKDW \RX F
they proceeded to do.

They said to one another, “Surely we are
being punished because of our brother. We saw
how distressed he was when he pleaded with us
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for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this
distress has come on us.”

Reuben replied, “Didn’t | tell you not to sin
against the boy? But you wouldn’t listen! Now we
must give an accounting for his blood.” They did
not realize that Joseph could understand them,
since he was using an interpreter.

He turned away from them and began
to weep, but then came back and spoke to them
again. He had Simeon taken from them and bound
before their eyes.

-RVHSK JDYH RUGHUV WR
grain, to put each man’s silver back in his sack,
and to give them provisions for their journey. After
this was done for them, they loaded their grain on
their donkeys and left.

At the place where they stopped for the
night one of them opened his sack to get feed for
his donkey, and he saw his silver in the mouth of
his sack. “My silver has been returned,” he said to
his brothers. “Here it is in my sack.”

Their hearts sank and they turned to each
other trembling and said, “What is this that God
has done to us?”

When they came to their father Jacob in
the land of Canaan, they told him all that had
happened to them. They said, “The man who is
lord over the land spoke harshly to us and treated
us as though we were spying on the land. But we
said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not spies.
We were twelve brothers, sons of one father. One is
no more, and the youngest is now with our father
in Canaan.’

“Then the man who is lord over the land
said to us, ‘This is how | will know whether you are
honest men: Leave one of your brothers here with
me, and take food for your starving households
and go. But bring your youngest brother to me so
| will know that you are not spies but honest men.
Then | will give your brother back to you, and you
can trade in the land.”

As they were emptying their sacks, there
in each man’s sack was his pouch of silver! When
they and their father saw the money pouches, they
were frightened. Their father Jacob said to them,
“You have deprived me of my children. Joseph
is no more and Simeon is no more, and now you
want to take Benjamin. Everything is against me!”

Then Reuben said to his father, “You may
put both of my sons to death if | do not bring him
back to you. Entrust him to my care, and | will
bring him back.”

But Jacob said, “My son will not go down

there with you; his brother is dead and he is the
only one left. If harm comes to him on the journey
you are taking, you will bring my gray head down
to the grave in sorrow.”

Now the famine was still severe in the land.
So when they had eaten all the grain they had
brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go
back and buy us a little more food.”

But Judah said to him, “The man warned
us solemnly, “You will not see my face again unless
your brother is with you.” If you will send our
raher soKgHwitt ug vé WillZgo \Waivn and buy
food for you. But if you will not send him, we will
not go down, because the man said to us, “You will
not see my face again unless your brother is with
you.”

Israel asked, “Why did you bring this
trouble on me by telling the man you had another
brother?”

They replied, “The man questioned us
closely about ourselves and our family. ‘Is your
father still living?’ he asked us. ‘Do you have another
brother?’ We simply answered his questions. How
were we to know he would say, ‘Bring your brother
down here’?”

Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send
the boy along with me and we will go at once, so
that we and you and our children may live and
not die. | myself will guarantee his safety; you can
hold me personally responsible for him. If | do not
bring him back to you and set him here before you,
| will bear the blame before you all my life. As it
is, if we had not delayed, we could have gone and
returned twice.”

Then their father Israel said to them, “If it
PXVW EH WKHQ GR WKLV 3XW VRP
of the land in your bags and take them down to
the man as a gift—a little balm and a little honey,
some spices and myrrh, some pistachio nuts and
almonds. Take double the amount of silver with
you, for you must return the silver that was put
EDFN LQWR WKH PRXWKYV RI \RXU \
a mistake. Take your brother also and go back to
the man at once. And may God Almighty grant you
mercy before the man so that he will let your other
brother and Benjamin come back with you. As for
me, if | am bereaved, | am bereaved.”

So the men took the gifts and double the
amount of silver, and Benjamin also. They hurried
down to Egypt and presented themselves to
Joseph. When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he
said to the steward of his house, “Take these men
to my house, slaughter an animal and prepare a



meal; they are to eat with me at noon.”

The man did as Joseph told him and took
the men to Joseph’s house. Now the men were
frightened when they were taken to his house.
They thought, “We were brought here because of

WKH VLOYHU WKDW ZDV SXW ED

time. He wants to attack us and overpower us and
seize us as slaves and take our donkeys.”

So they went up to Joseph’s steward and
spoke to him at the entrance to the house. “We
beg your pardon, our lord,” they said, “we came

GRZQ KHUH WKH ¢¢UVW WLPH WR EX\

place where we stopped for the night we opened
our sacks and each of us found his silver—the
exact weight—in the mouth of his sack. So we have
brought it back with us. We have also brought
additional silver with us to buy food. We don’t
know who put our silver in our sacks.”

“It's all right,” he said. “Don’'t be afraid.
Your God, the God of your father, has given you
treasure in your sacks; | received your silver.”
Then he brought Simeon out to them.

The steward took the men into Joseph’s
house, gave them water to wash their feet and
provided fodder for their donkeys. They prepared
their gifts for Joseph’s arrival at noon, because
they had heard that they were to eat there.

When Joseph came home, they presented
to him the gifts they had brought into the house,
and they bowed down before him to the ground.
He asked them how they were, and then he said,
“How is your aged father you told me about? Is he
still living?”

They replied, “Your servant our father is still
alive and well.” And they bowed down, prostrating
themselves before him.

As he looked about and saw his brother
Benjamin, his own mother’'s son, he asked, “Is
this your youngest brother, the one you told me
about?” And he said, “God be gracious to you, my
son.” Deeply moved at the sight of his brother,
Joseph hurried out and looked for a place to weep.
He went into his private room and wept there.

After he had washed his face, he came out
and, controlling himself, said, “Serve the food.”

They served him by himself, the brothers by
themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him
by themselves, because Egyptians could not eat
with Hebrews, for that is detestable to Egyptians.
The men had been seated before him in the order
RI WKHLU DJHV
and they looked at each other in astonishment.
When portions were served to them from Joseph’s

WDEOH
as anyone else’s. So they feasted and drank freely
with him.

QQYL%I%E@QJN%FNV WKH ¢UVW

Joseph isn't ready to reveal himself yet. He
devises one final test to see if his brothers have
changed. Will they abandon Benjamin as they
once abandoned him?

IRRG %XW DW WKH

Now Joseph gave these instructions to the
steward of his house: “Fill the men’s sacks with as
much food as they can carry, and put each man’s
silver in the mouth of his sack. Then put my cup,
the silver one, in the mouth of the youngest one’s
sack, along with the silver for his grain.” And he
did as Joseph said.

As morning dawned, the men were sent on
their way with their donkeys. They had not gone
far from the city when Joseph said to his steward,
“Go after those men at once, and when you catch
up with them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid
good with evil? Isn’t this the cup my master drinks
from and also uses for divination? This is a wicked
thing you have done.”

When he caught up with them, he repeated
these words to them. But they said to him, “Why
does my lord say such things? Far be it from your
servants to do anything like that! We even brought
back to you from the land of Canaan the silver
we found inside the mouths of our sacks. So why
would we steal silver or gold from your master’'s
house? If any of your servants is found to have it,
he will die; and the rest of us will become my lord’s
slaves.”

“Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as you
say. Whoever is found to have it will become my
slave; the rest of you will be free from blame.”

Each of them quickly lowered his sack
to the ground and opened it. Then the steward
proceeded to search, beginning with the oldest and
ending with the youngest. And the cup was found
in Benjamin’s sack. At this, they tore their clothes.
Then they all loaded their donkeys and returned to
the city.

Joseph was still in the house when
Judah and his brothers came in, and they threw
themselves to the ground before him. Joseph said

IURP WKH ¢ UVWHhen QVhat /s tinskybu havi done\Dan’t you
PDQ OLNH PH FDQ

NQRZ WKDW
divination?”

D
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“What can we say to my lord?” Judah Judah’'s willingness to sacrifice himself for
replied. “What can we say? How can we prove Benjamin - the same brother who replaced Joseph
our innocence? God has uncovered your servants’ as their father's favorite, proves the brothers

guilt. We are now my lord’s slaves—we ourselves have changed. Joseph can no longer contain his

and the one who was found to have the cup.”

But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to do
such a thing! Only the man who was found to have
the cup will become my slave. The rest of you, go
back to your father in peace.”

Then Judah went up to him and said:
S3DUGRQ \RXU VHUYDQW
a word to my lord. Do not be angry with your
VHUYDQW WKRXJK \RX DUH HT
My lord asked his servants, ‘Do you have a father

DO WR 3KDUD

emotions. The moment of revelation has come.

Then Joseph could no longer control himself
before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have
everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one
with Joseph when he made himself known to his

P\ Qoboth&s. AQd'T'uWNe& Ko Iéﬁ@lﬁlﬁ%\{\‘(he Egyptians

G 3KDUDR
K KLPVHO

KHDUG KLP D

R

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph!

IKﬂV KR XV

or a brother?” And we answered, ‘We have an aged | my father still living?” But his brothers were not

father, and there is a young son born to him in his
old age. His brother is dead, and he is the only one
of his mother’s sons left, and his father loves him.’

“Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him
down to me so | can see him for myself.” And we
said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if
he leaves him, his father will die.” But you told your
servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes
down with you, you will not see my face again.’
When we went back to your servant my father, we
told him what my lord had said.

“Then our father said, ‘Go back and buy a
little more food.” But we said, ‘We cannot go down.
Only if our youngest brother is with us will we go.

We cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest g x\w *R G

brother is with us.’

“Your servant my father said to us, ‘You
know that my wife bore me two sons. One of them
went away from me, and | said, “He has surely
been torn to pieces.” And | have not seen him
since. If you take this one from me too and harm
comes to him, you will bring my gray head down to
the grave in misery.’

“So now, if the boy is not with us when | go
back to your servant my father, and if my father,
whose life is closely bound up with the boy’s life,
sees that the boy isn't there, he will die. Your
servants will bring the gray head of our father down
to the grave in sorrow. Your servant guaranteed
the boy’s safety to my father. | said, ‘If | do not
bring him back to you, | will bear the blame before
you, my father, all my life!’

“Now then, please let your servant remain
here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let
the boy return with his brothers. How can | go
back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do
not let me see the misery that would come on my
father.”

DEOH WR DQVZHU KLP EHFDXVH W
his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come
close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “l am
your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!

And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry

with yourselves for selling me here, because it was

to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For

two years now there has been famine in the land,
DQG IRU WKH QH[W ¢YH \HDUV WK
and reaping. But God sent me ahead of you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save

your lives by a great deliverance.

“So then, it was not you who sent me here,
+H PDGH PH IDWKHU WR
his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. Now
hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is
what your son Joseph says: God has made me
lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don't delay.

You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near
me—you, your children and grandchildren, your
ARFNV DQG KHUGVY DQG DOO \RX
IRU\RX WKHUH EHFDXVH ¢YH \HD
to come. Otherwise you and your household and

all who belong to you will become destitute.’

“You can see for yourselves, and so can
my brother Benjamin, that it is really | who am
speaking to you. Tell my father about all the honor
accorded me in Egypt and about everything you
have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.”

Then he threw his arms around his brother
Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him,
weeping. And he kissed all his brothers and wept
over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him.

"KHQ WKH QHZV UHDFKHG 3K
WKDW -RVHSKfV EURWKHUV KDG F
KLV R FLDOV ZHUH SOHDVHG 3KDlI
“Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals



and return to the land of Canaan, and bring your
father and your families back to me. | will give you
the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the
fat of the land.’

“You are also directed to tell them, ‘Do this:
Take some carts from Egypt for your children and
your wives, and get your father and come. Never
mind about your belongings, because the best of
all Egypt will be yours.”

sons took their father Jacob and their children and
WKHLU ZLYHV LQ WKH FDUWV WKL
WUDQVSRUW KLP 6R -DFRE DQG D
to Egypt, taking with them their livestock and the
possessions they had acquired in Canaan. Jacob
brought with him to Egypt his sons and grandsons
and his daughters and granddaughters—all his
R VSULQJ

These are the names of the sons of Israel

So the sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave (Jacob and his descendants) who went to Egypt:
WKHP FDUWYV DV 3KDUDRK KDG PRIXEHQGWEH QQBWHERUQ RI -DFRI

also gave them provisions for their journey. To each
of them he gave new clothing, but to Benjamin he

XEHQ +DQRN 3DOOX +H]JURQ DQC
of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar

JDYH WKUHH KXQGUHG VKHNH O ¥n&R Bhall @hé sah DfGCCanaddite/ iwdman. RThe

clothes. And this is what he sent to his father: ten
donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt, and
ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread
and other provisions for his journey. Then he sent

his brothers away, and as they were leaving he said R |

to them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!”

So they went up out of Egypt and came to
their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. They told
him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of
all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not believe
them. But when they told him everything Joseph
had said to them, and when he saw the carts
Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit of
their father Jacob revived. And Israel said, “I'm
convinced! My son Joseph is still alive. | will go
and see him before | die.”

DAY 04 READING

The family that was torn apart by jealousy
and betrayal is reunited by forgiveness and God’s
providence. Jacob’s clan moves to Egypt, setting
the stage for their growth into a nation and their
eventual exodus.

So lIsrael set out with all that was his, and
ZKHQ KH UHDFKHG
to the God of his father Isaac.

And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night
and said, “Jacob! Jacob!”

“Here | am,” he replied.

“l am God, the God of your father,” he said.
“Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for | will
make you into a great nation there. | will go down
to Egypt with you, and | will surely bring you back
again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your
eyes.”

Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel’s

sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari. The
VRQV RI -XGDK (U 2QDQ 6KHODK
(but Er and Onan had died in the land of Canaan).

7KH VRQV RI 3HUH] +H]JURQ DQG
,VVDFKDU 7ROD 3XDK -DVKX
The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon and Jahleel.
7TKHVH ZHUH WKH VRQV /HDK ERUH
Aram, besides his daughter Dinah. These sons and
daughters of his were thirty-three in all.

The sons of Gad: Zephon, Haggi, Shuni,
Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and Areli. The sons of Asher:
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah. Their sister was
Serah. The sons of Beriah: Heber and Malkiel.
These were the children born to Jacob by Zilpah,
whom Laban had given to his daughter Leah—
sixteen in all.

The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel: Joseph and
Benjamin. In Egypt, Manasseh and Ephraim were
ERUQ WR -RVHSK E\ $VHQDWK GD X
priest of On. The sons of Benjamin: Bela, Beker,
Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim,
Huppim and Ard. These were the sons of Rachel
who were born to Jacob—fourteen in all.

The son of Dan: Hushim. The sons of
Naphtali: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem. These
were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah, whom
Laban had given to his daughter Rachel—seven in

%YHHUVKHEDalKH R HUHG VDFUL¢FHV

All those who went to Egypt with Jacob—
those who were his direct descendants, not
counting his sons’ wives—numbered sixty-six
persons. With the two sons who had been born to
Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob’s family,
which went to Egypt, were seventy in all.

Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to
Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they
arrived in the region of Goshen, Joseph had his
chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet
his father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared
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before him, he threw his arms around his father according to the number of their children.
and wept for a long time.

- lIsrael said to Joseph, “Now | am ready to As the famine continues, Joseph’'s adminis
dlga, since | have seen for myself that you are still trative genius not only saves Egypt but consoli -
alive. dates Pharaoh's power. Meanwhile, Israel’s family

_Then Joseph said to his brothers and 10 fjoyrishes in Goshen, protected and provided for.
his father’s household, “I will go up and speak to

SKDUDRK DQG ZLOO VD\ WR KLP p0yfaid RYERE N, RdW&ef, In the whole
father’'s household, who were living in the land of region because the famine was severe; both
Canaan, have come to me. The men are shepherds; Egypt and Canaan wasted away because of the
they tend livestock, and they have brought along famine. Joseph collected all the money that was
WKHLU ARFNV DQG KHUGV DQ Gyhé %&h\j")ﬁ"ﬁ'g;%t’aﬁ’é(ké%haﬁi%%aﬂnent for
'KHQ 3KDUDRK FDOOV \RX LQ D Qg g@a\rﬁwh\éy Wer@BuWné-,\én}j%é(Hrought it to
occupation?’ you should answer, “Your servants 3k pypRK 1V SDODFH :KHQ WKH PF
have tended Ilvestgck from our boyhood on, just ¢ Egypt and Canaan was gone, all Egypt came to

as our fathers did.” Then you will be allowed t0  j55eph and said, “Give us food. Why should we die
settle in the region of Goshen, for all shepherds pefore your eyes? Our money is all gone.”

are detestable to the Egyptians.” “Then brigg F)1/our livestock " said Joseph. I
ih &xeNY

-RVHSK ZHQW DQG WROG 3\}6“P§é|p lL(fOO?’ r your livestock,
DQG EURWKHUV ZLWK WKHLU phBRHYmEh&SGs dohtY Sovindy Brbugnt their

everything they own, have come from the land of ivestock to and he gave them food in

Joseph,
&DQDDQ DQG DUH QRZ LQ *RVKEGhan E%rﬁﬂ%fg%ﬁe&m’éir Rileep and goats,
KLV EURWKHUV DQG SUHVHQWHtﬁeiM(:gﬁJePar%"&bH(bY?. AAgDhE BrBught them
SKDUDRK DVNHG WKH EURWGtdH hat’ y&al WithLdod' A "ekbhange for all
occupation? ) _ their livestock.
Your servants are shepherds,” they replied When that E;[ear was over, they came to him

WR 3KDUDRK *MXVW DV RXU IDj¥kbiiNg yekrdid said, KirklcdhitdthRie from

said to him, “We have come to live here forawhile, o |ord the fact that since our money is gone and
because the famine is severe in Canaan and your g |ivestock belonas to you, there is nothing left
! %Vhy

VHUYDQWVT ARFNV KDYH QR S DM toH extBpt@t odreLddPoriMHai

your servants settle in Goshen. should_we perish before your eyes—we and our
SKDUDRK VDLG WR -RVHS Klan?dﬁg\%élﬁ? BQW%(&M&JOLP in exchange for

your brothers have come to you, and the land of 554 and we with our land will be in bondage to

Egypt is before you; settle your father and your 3k puUDRK *LYH XV VHHG VR WKDW

brothers in the best part of the land. Let them live e and that the land may not become desolate.”

in Goshen. And if you know of any among them So Joseph bought all the land in Egypt for
with special ability, put them in charge of myown 3k puUpRK 7KH (J\SWLDQV RQH D
livestock.” ¢.HOGV EHFDXVH WKH IDPLQH ZDV

Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in 7k H ODQOG EHFDPH 3KDUDRKfV DC(
DQG SUHVHQWHG KLP EHIRUH %5’5%%@3 servittdeidm-dhE Enl of Egypt to
EOHVVHG 3KDUDRK 3KDUDRK DRnaliher HoWever, hé Bid ndR 54Pthe land of the

are you? riests, hecause theﬁreceived a regular allotment

$QG -DFRE VDLG WR 3KDUOQORkp 8B UPHRKVDBIG KDG IRRG H¢

my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years DOORWPHOW 3KDUDRK JDYH WKHI
KDYH EHHQ IHZ DQG GL FXOW R St YRkl | " QRW HTXDO

the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” Then Joseph said to the people, “Now that | have
-DFRE EOHVVHG 3KDUDRK DQGE&KG My RN I[l,J@g YU ODQG WR
presence. _ _ here is seed for you so you can plant the ground.
_ So Joseph settled his father and his brothers o, x W ZKHQ WKH FURS FRPHV LQ
in Egypt and gave them property in the bestpart 3« pypRK 7KH_ RWKHU IRXU ¢IWKV

Rl WKH ODQG WKH GLVWULFW \R 15 FRIY HYk HP Y HIXPW BRs DV IRR

directed. Joseph also proyided his father_ and his your households and your children.”
brothers and all his father’'s household with food, “You have saved our lives,” they said. “May



ZH ¢QG IDYRU LQ WKH H\HV RI
ERQGDJH WR 3KDUDRK ~

So Joseph established it as a law concerning

ODQG LQ (J\SW2VWLOO LQ

RoOtMUE@RI.GS50 Z burigd. 0eD tHetd he€ide the
road to Ephrath” (that is, Bethlehem).
When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he

| R U Faskat!, RAZhD &ranhiede¥V D ¢ IWK R

WKH SURGXFH EHORQJV WR 3KDUD RIKey al¥ thé Bovis 8@ @as §we&nHne here,”
ODQG RI WKH SULHVWYV WKDW Glosepdridtomhid falRétH SKDUDRK{V

Now the Israelites settled in Egypt in the
region of Goshen. They acquired property there
and were fruitful and increased greatly in number.

Jacob lived in Egypt seventeen years, and
the years of his life were a hundred and forty-
seven. When the time drew near for Israel to die,
he called for his son Joseph and said to him, “If
| have found favor in your eyes, put your hand
under my thigh and promise that you will show
me kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in
Egypt, but when | rest with my fathers, carry me
out of Egypt and bury me where they are buried.”

“I will do as you say,” he said.

“Swear to me,” he said. Then Joseph swore
to him, and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the
WRS RI KLV VWD
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Then Israel said, “Bring them to me so |
may bless them.”

Now Israel's eyes were failing because of old
age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph brought
his sons close to him, and his father kissed them
and embraced them.

Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to
see your face again, and now God has allowed me
to see your children too.”

Then Joseph removed them from Israel’s
knees and bowed down with his face to the ground.
And Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his
right toward Israel's left hand and Manasseh on
his left toward Israel’s right hand, and brought
them close to him. But Israel reached out his right
hand and put it on Ephraim’s head, though he was
the younger, and crossing his arms, he put his left
hand on Manasseh’s head, even though Manasseh
ZDV WKH ¢UVWERUQ

Then he blessed Joseph and said, “May

As Jacob nears death, he adopts Joseph’'s soNns ihe God before whom my fathers Abraham and

as his own and gives them the blessing of the
firstborn. Once again in this family’s story, the
younger receives the greater blessing - God’s ways
are not man’s ways.

Some time later Joseph was told, “Your
father is ill.” So he took his two sons Manasseh
and Ephraim along with him. When Jacob was
told, “Your son Joseph has come to you,” Israel
rallied his strength and sat up on the bed.

Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty
appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and
there he blessed me and said to me, ‘Il am going
to make you fruitful and increase your numbers. |
will make you a community of peoples, and | will
give this land as an everlasting possession to your
descendants after you.’

“Now then, your two sons born to you in
Egypt before | came to you here will be reckoned as
mine; Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, just as
Reuben and Simeon are mine. Any children born
to you after them will be yours; in the territory
they inherit they will be reckoned under the names
RI WKHLU EURWKHUV $V , ZDV
to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan
while we were still on the way, a little distance

Isaac walked faithfully, the God who has been my
shepherd all my life to this day, the Angel who has
delivered me from all harm—may he bless these
boys. May they be called by my name and the
names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may
they increase greatly on the earth.”

When Joseph saw his father placing his
right hand on Ephraim’s head he was displeased;
so he took hold of his father’s hand to move it from
Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. Joseph said
WR KLP 31R P\
put your right hand on his head.”

But his father refused and said, “I know,
my son, | know. He too will become a people,
and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his
younger brother will be greater than he, and his
descendants will become a group of nations.” He
blessed them that day and said, “In your name will
Israel pronounce this blessing: ‘May God make you
like Ephraim and Manasseh.” So he put Ephraim
ahead of Manasseh.

Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to
die, but God will be with you and take you back
tbHHe [ind QfLyQui fathder? ABIDIG YD IKPive one
more ridge of land than to your brothers, the ridge
| took from the Amorites with my sword and my

35

IDWKHU WKLV RC



bow.

Jacob dies and is buried with his fathers in
Canaan. The brothers fear Joseph’s revenge now
that their father is gone, but Joseph’s response
reveals the profound truth of this entire saga:
what humans intend for evil, God can transform
for good.

Joseph threw himself on his father and wept
over him and kissed him. Then Joseph directed
the physicians in his service to embalm his father
Israel. So the physicians embalmed him, taking a
full forty days, for that was the time required for
embalming. And the Egyptians mourned for him
seventy days.

When the days of mourning had passed,

-RVHSK VDLG WR 3KDUDRKYV F

IDYRU LQ \RXU H\HV VSHDN W
him, ‘My father made me swear an oath and said,
“I am about to die; bury me in the tomb | dug for
myself in the land of Canaan.” Now let me go up
and bury my father; then | will return.”
BKDUDRK VDLG
as he made you swear to do.”
So Joseph went up to bury his father.

$O00 3KDUDRKYV R FLDOV DFF

dignitaries of his court and all the dignitaries

of Egypt—besides all the members of Joseph’s

household and his brothers and those belonging
to his father’s household. Only their children and

WKHLU ARFNV DQG KHUGV ZHUH

and horsemen also went up with him. It was a very
large company.

"KHQ WKH\
of Atad, near the Jordan, they lamented loudly
and bitterly; and there Joseph observed a seven-
day period of mourning for his father. When the
Canaanites who lived there saw the mourning
DW WKH WKUHVKLQJ ARRU RI
Egyptians are holding a solemn ceremony of
mourning.” That is why that place near the Jordan
is called Abel Mizraim.

So Jacob’s sons did as he had commanded

3*R XS DQ Gp'%Cﬁq..ﬁt] QI[N JO$EBR KNEEs.

UHDFKHG WKH

a grudge against us and pays us back for all the
wrongs we did to him?” So they sent word to
Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions
before he died: ‘This is what you are to say to
Joseph: | ask you to forgive your brothers the sins
and the wrongs they committed in treating you so
badly.” Now please forgive the sins of the servants
of the God of your father.” When their message
came to him, Joseph wept.

His brothers then came and threw
themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,”
they said.

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid.
Am | in the place of God? You intended to harm
me, but God intended it for good to accomplish
what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
So then, don’t be afraid. | will provide for you and

%rlgt\%'l/(jreg.”lAr}d ReDrQaQSU(gg*rErg and spoke

ingll h

s K@ogé%% Kayed th Edypt, 43 Rith all his
father’'s family. He lived a hundred and ten years
and saw the third generation of Ephraim’s children.

Also the children of Makir son of Manasseh were

en Joseph said to his brothers, “I am
about to die. But God will surely come to your
%dFag' t u t 9L thisJand to the land he
promlsqeadag]:r"l %%%1 FO'QXDII%%I\ZF}T?,% saac and Jacob.”
And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and
said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then
you must carry my bones up from this place.”
0 epj‘ﬁjj? e h and
tec% .HAln%Pagleé they er%bﬁlﬁﬁed?ﬁnﬁhee lvVLiaggxpﬁgced
LQ D FR Q LQ (J\SW
W KIITHN KI M1 ADDII
Joseph’s story ends with a coffin in Egypt, but
his faith looks forward to a promise yet to be
fulfilled. The family of seventy that came to Egypt
will become a nation of millions. And though they
will face slavery and suffering, God will indeed
come to their aid, just as Joseph believed. The
story of redemption continues.

Join us for our Public Reading of

them: They carried him to the land of Canaan and Scripture this week! We o erweek|y sessions

EXULHG KLP LQ WKH FDYH LQ VVvﬁé?’eévVéot@ade@iBlﬁ&Std'g'é?n@rKand

near Mamre, which Abraham had bought along

ZLWK WKH ¢HOG DV D EXULDO

Hittite. After burying his father, Joseph returned
to Egypt, together with his brothers and all the
others who had gone with him to bury his father.
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their
father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds

e e i



Weekend Message Notes:

Discussion Questions for Small Groups

1.

Joseph’s dreams caused family con ict. How do you handle moments when God gives
you a vision for something that others don’t understand?

Joseph maintained his integrity in Potiphar’s house and prison. What helps you st ay
faithful when life is unfair?

Joseph said, “You meant it for harm, but God meant it for good.” Looking back, when
have you seen God bring good out of a hard or painful experience?

Joseph forgave his brothers completely. Who might God be calling you to forgi ve?

How is God currently using your gifts to redemptively bless others like Josep h did, even
in di cult circumstances?

Family Discussion Questions Week 3

For Families with Elementary-Age Children:

How do you think Joseph felt when his brothers were mean to him?
What helped Joseph do the right thing even when things were hard?
How did God use something bad to do something good?

For Families with Teens:

How do you prioritize integrity when no one is watching?

What'’s the di erence between forgiveness and reconciliation? How did Jos eph
demonstrate both?

How does Joseph’s story help you trust God’s sovereignty (supreme power or

authority) over your circumstances?

This story highlights family dynamics. What'’s one practical takeaway for ou r family?
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DELIVERANCE
Exodus 1-7, 10-17

WEEK 04

DAY 01 READING 7TKH PLGZLYHV DQVZHUHG 3KELC

women are not like Egyptian women; they are

Centuries have passed since Joseph's death. vigorous and give birth before the midwives

. : arrive.”
The family of seventy has exploded into a So God was kind to the midwives and
nation of millions. But prosperity has turned the people increased and became even more
to slavery, and the Israelites cry out under numerous. And because the midwives feared God,
Egyptian oppression. God hears their groaning he gave them families of their own.
and remembers His covenant. The time for 7TKHQ 3KDUDRK JDYH WKLV R
deliverance has come. people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must

throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.”
These are the names of the sons of Israel
who went to Egypt with Jacob, each with his In the midst of genocide, one Hebrew mother
family: Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; Issachar, refuses to surrender her baby to death. Her

Zebulun and Benjamin; Dan and Naphtali; Gad desperate act of faith - floating her son down
and Asher. The descendants of Jacob numbered phe very river meant to kill him, becomes God’s

seventy in all; Joseph was already in Egypt. instrument of deliverance. The baby drawn from

Now Joseph and all his brothers and all - : .
that generation died, but the Israelites were the water will one day draw his people through it.

exceedingly - fruitiul; they multiplied —greatly, Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a
increased in numbers and became so numerous

WKDW WKH ODQG ZDV ;OOHG Z LL@XI% W}r@%and she became pregnant and gave

h ing to whorn J Y . R D VRQ :KHQ VKH VDZ
. en a new king, to w om“ oseﬁ) mean child, she hid him for three months. But when she
nothing, came to power in Egypt. “Look,” he said

; o , could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket
to his people, “the Israelites have become far too for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she
numerous for us. Come, we must deal shrewdly

with them or they will become even more numerous placed the child in it and put it among the reeds

DQG LI ZDU EUHDNV RXW ZLocg!gﬁﬂ;ﬁ%; bsgm;%?hg%ﬁmﬁ%m

against us and leave the country.” 7KHQ 3KDUDRKYV GDXJKWHU :

So they put slave masters over them to :
oppress them with forced labor, and they built Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking

long-the, riv nk..She et among
SLWKRP DQG 5DPHVHV DV vwR LS R SRb IHEK T sne
But the more they were oppressed, the more they o onaq'it and saw the baby. He was crying, and
multiplied and s_pread; so the Egyptians came to she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew
dread the Israelites and worked them ruthlessly. babies.” she said

They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in
brick and mortar and with all kinds of work in .« TKHQ KLV VLVWHU DVNHG 3KI

WKH ¢HOGV LQ DOO WKHLU K %ﬂﬂﬁhg@@o@ ggg&gﬁfﬁhe( SIeRGM PR to

worked them ruthlessly. p " -
. : Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew R \fV PRWKHU 3
“P LGZLYHV Z KRVH QDPHV Z H.U H sglglto%lé]ru¢a{ﬁe\%§ Ig;abggrﬁ Iﬁurse him for me,
When you are helping the Hebrew women during

o ; : and | will pay you.” So the woman took the baby
childbirth on the delivery stool, if you see that the 1y,rsed him. When the child grew older, she
baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her

live.” The midwives, however, feared God and did WRRN KLP WR SKDUDRK{V GDXJK\

not do what the king of Egypt had told them to E:anr] 23?63?12 &222?9 him Moses, saying, *I drew
do; they let the boys live. Then the king of Egypt '
summoned the midwives and asked them, “Why One day, after Moses had grown up, he went

. out to where his own people were and watched
Ihavg you done this? Why have you let the boys them at their hard IabF())r. ICI)-|e saw an Egyptian
ive?”

beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. Looking




this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the bush does not burn up.”

Egyptian and hid him in the sand. The next day he When the Lord saw that he had gone over
ZHQW RXW DQG VDZ WZR +HE U H& Mok, IZZéd\cal@d to hirh ok Nvithia the bush,
the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your “Moses! Moses!”

fellow Hebrew?” And Moses said, “Here | am.”

The man said, “Who made you ruler and “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take
judge over us? Are you thinking of killingmeasyou R \RXU VDQGDOV IRU WKH SOD
killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the
thought, “What | did must have become known.”  God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God

KHQ 3KDUDRK KHDUG RI W gflilsdaclamtl thée GbdHdb JadR.”Mttlis)Moses hid
ORVHV EXW ORVHV AHG IURP 3Kibfdde Ré&caDsd & \iad giraid i lRok at God.
live in Midian, where he sat down by a well. Now The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the
a priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they misery of my people in Egypt. | have heard them
FDPH WR GUDZ ZDWHU DQG ¢ O Oywjkodt hMecarsX dKtheisRRveZ @ivetd,Uand |
WKHLU IDWKHUTV ARFN 6RPH \DPHERIQEFGEY GFHD® HD PRRW JWKHLU V)
and drove them away, but Moses got up and came come down to rescue them from the hand of the
WR WKHLU UHVFXH DQG ZDWH U Hdgyptsrs Eridtb bhikyENm up out of that land into

When the girls returned to Reuel their D JRRG DQG VSDFLRXV ODQG D OI
father, he asked them, “Why have you returned so and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites,

early today?”

They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us
from the shepherds. He even drew water for us
DQG ZDWHUHG WKH ARFN ~

“And where is he?” Reuel asked his
daughters. “Why did you leave him? Invite him to
have something to eat.”

Moses agreed to stay with the man, who
gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage.
Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named
him Gershom, saying, “I have become a foreigner
in a foreign land.”

During that long period, the king of Egypt
died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and
cried out, and their cry for help because of their
slavery went up to God. God heard their groaning
and he remembered his covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac and with Jacob. So God looked on the
Israelites and was concerned about them.

For forty years, Moses lives as a shepherd in the
wilderness - a prince became a nobody. But God
hasn’t forgotten His people or His promises. At a
burning bush on a holy mountain, the shepherd
receives a call that will shake empires.

$PRULWHY 3HUL]JLWHV +LYLWHYV
now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and

| have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing
WKHP 6R QRZ JR , DP VHQGLQJ \
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

But Moses said to God, “Who am | that |
VKRXOG JR WR 3KDUDRK DQG EUL
of Egypt?”

And God said, “I will be with you. And this
will be the sign to you that it is | who have sent
you: When you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

Moses said to God, “Suppose | go to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his
name?’ Then what shall | tell them?”

God said to Moses, “I am who | am. This is
what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘Il am has sent
me to you.”

God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites,

‘The Lord, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—
has sent me to you.” This is my name forever,
the name you shall call me from generation to

generation.

“Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say

t , ol A& Laesd, th foyour fathers—the
1RZ ORVHV ZDV WHQGLQJ v&q%gﬁo’%&ﬁ #q, thg (&ad 9y

his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led

WKH ARFN WR WKH IDU VLGH RI

to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel
RI WKH /RUG DSSHDUHG WR KL
within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush

ZDV RQ ¢UH LW GLG QRW EXUQ

“I will go over and see this strange sight—why the

A

G raham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared to

R R FbIAE QR BYETaok B frave

een done to youTin Egypt. And |

v prgmjs;g LY, bﬂnlg I}_/’qg P put Qnyour misery

in pt into the land of"the Canaanites, Hittites,
27 18y PR MR TEY (rowt 7
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“The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then
you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt
and say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews,
has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey
LQWR WKH ZLOGHUQHVV WR R
our God.” But I know that the king of Egypt will not
let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. So |
will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians
with all the wonders that | will perform among
them. After that, he will let you go.

“And | will make the Egyptians favorably
disposed toward this people, so that when you
leave you will not go empty-handed. Every woman
is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in
her house for articles of silver and gold and for
clothing, which you will put on your sons and
daughters. And so you will plunder the Egyptians.”

Moses answered, “What if they do not
believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did
not appear to you'?”

Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in
your hand?”

3$ VWD KH UHSOLHG

The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.”

Moses threw it on the ground and it became
a snake, and he ran from it. Then the Lord said
to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the
tail.” So Moses reached out and took hold of the
VQDNH DQG LW WXUQHG EDFN
“This,” said the Lord, “is so that they may believe
that the Lord, the God of their fathers—the God of

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—

has appeared to you.”
7TKHQ WKH /RUG VDLG

your cloak.” So Moses put his hand into his cloak,
and when he took it out, the skin was leprous—it
had become as white as snow.

“Now put it back into your cloak,” he said.
So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and
when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of
KLV AHVK

Then the Lord said, “If they do not believe

beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or
mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind?
Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; | will help you speak
and will teach you what to say.”

HU VDPUN  GRIVHW RVWKE /RYIBUGRQ
/IRUG 30HDVH VHQG VRPHRQH HO\
Then the Lord’'s anger burned against

Moses and he said, “What about your brother,
Aaron the Levite? | know he can speak well. He is
already on his way to meet you, and he will be glad
to see you. You shall speak to him and put words
in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will
teach you what to do. He will speak to the people
for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and
DV LI \RX ZHUH *RG WR KLP
your hand so you can perform the signs with it.”
Then Moses went back to Jethro his father-
in-law and said to him, “Let me return to my own
people in Egypt to see if any of them are still alive.”
Jethro said, “Go, and | wish you well.”
Now the Lord had said to Moses in Midian,
“Go back to Egypt, for all those who wanted to Kill
you are dead.” So Moses took his wife and sons,
put them on a donkey and started back to Egypt.
$QG KH WRRN WKH VWD RI *RG LQ
The Lord said to Moses, “When you return
WR (J\SW VHH WKDW \RX SHUIRUF
the wonders | have given you the power to do. But
L @iNVhBrden NisAhBart s@th&t lhe Wi Q@ @&t the
SHRSOH JR 7KHQ VD\ WR 3KDUDR
/IRUG vD\V ,VUDHO LV P\ (UVWERU
“Let my son go, so he may worship me.” But you
UHIXVHG WR OHW KLP JR VR ,

% X' W

ZL

33XWoNRXU KDQG LQVLGH

At a lodging place on the way, the Lord met
Moses and was about to kill him. But Zipporah
WRRN D ALQW NQLIH FXW R KHL
touched Moses’ feet with it. “Surely you are a
bridegroom of blood to me,” she said. So the Lord
let him alone. (At that time she said “bridegroom
of blood,” referring to circumcision.)

The Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the

\RX RU SD\ DWWHQWLRQ WR WwilHergess\tovhest Mbges.” BokhEl inePNIbses at the
believe the second. But if they do not believe these mountain of God and kissed him. Then Moses told
two signs or listen to you, take some water from Aaron everything the Lord had sent him to say,
the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water and also about all the signs he had commanded
you take from the river will become blood on the him to perform.
ground.” Moses and Aaron brought together all
ORVHV VDLG WR WKH /RUtGe eld&®ddf BR BracliRy dnd Aaron told them
servant, Lord. | have never been eloquent, neither everything the Lord had said to Moses. He also
in the past nor since you have spoken to your performed the signs before the people, and they
servant. | am slow of speech and tongue.” believed. And when they heard that the Lord was
The Lord said to him, “Who gave human concerned about them and had seen their misery,



they bowed down and worshiped. servants this way? Your servants are given no
straw, yet we are told, ‘Make bricks!” Your servants
DAY 02 READING g(ra%;)lzigg beaten, but the fault is with your own
- : : . BKDUDRK VDLG ¢3/D]J]\ WKDWT
Moses' first confrontation with Pharaoh does_nt lazy! That is why you keep saying, ‘Let us go and
go as planned. Instead of freedom, the Israelites v pDEUL ¢FH WR WKH /RUG T 1RZ JH
get harder labor. Sometimes following God's call not be given any straw, yet you must produce your
makes things worse before they get better. full quota of bricks.”
The Israelite overseers realized they were
Afterward Moses and Aaron went to in trouble when they were told, “You are not to
SKDUDRK DQG VDLG 37KLV LV Zdué thé kabimb& BiGorické kdduitdtl@f you for
of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so thattheymay HDFK GD\ ~ :KHQ WKH\ OHIW 3KDI
hold a festival to me in the wilderness.” Moses and Aaron waiting to meet them, and they
SKDUDRK VDLG 3:KR LV WsKid] “M&/UKe Lol KoBkV¥n you and judge you!
should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know <RX KDYH PDGH XV REQR[LRXV WF

the Lord and | will not let Israel go.” R FLDOV DQG KDYH SXW D VZRUG
Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews uys.”
has met with us. Now let us take a three-day Moses returned to the Lord and said,

MRXUQH\ LQWR WKH ZLOGHUQHWN, VoM, vihyale Yda brdughtkrbutsle 8hRhis
the Lord our God, or he may strike us with plagues people? Is this why you sent me? Ever since | went
or with the sword.” WR 3KDUDRK WR VSHDN LQ \RXU Q

But the king of Egypt said, “Moses and trouble on this people, and you have not rescued
Aaron, why are you taking the people away your people at all.”
from their labor? Get back to your work!” Then Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you

SKDUDRK VDLG 3*/RRN WKH SHRSO® WRHHVKKID WD QLLOOHGR WR 3KI|
now numerous, and you are stopping them from mighty hand he will let them go; because of my
working.” mighty hand he will drive them out of his country.”

7KDW VDPH GD\ 3KDUDRK JDY 8odWMli&d- $aidRd) KAddds, “| am the Lord.
to the slave drivers and overseers in charge of | appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob
the people: “You are no longer to supply the as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord |
people with straw for making bricks; let them go did not make myself fully known to them. |
and gather their own straw. But require them to  also established my covenant with them to give
make the same number of bricks as before; don’t them the land of Canaan, where they resided as
reduce the quota. They are lazy; that is why they foreigners. Moreover, | have heard the groaning of

DUH FU\LQJ RXW p/HW XV JR D @he Isrdelftdd,Lwhbril thd Rgytiaks 8 ensTaving,
Make the work harder for the people so that they and | have remembered my covenant.
keep working and pay no attention to lies.” “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘Il am the

Then the slave drivers and the overseers Lord, and | will bring you out from under the yoke
went out and said to the people, “This is what of the Egyptians. | will free you from being slaves to

SKDUDRK VD\V pu, ZLOO QRW JLhé\&& | WikredBdin/bu Willy &hdtstretched
*R DQG JHW \RXU RZQ VWUDZ Z¥Krh drid WithUnigRyXadtdoQudgdrént. | will take
it, but your work will not be reduced at all.” Sothe you as my own people, and | will be your God.
people scattered all over Egypt to gather stubble Then you will know that | am the Lord your God,
to use for straw. The slave drivers kept pressing who brought you out from under the yoke of the
them, saying, “Complete the work required of you Egyptians. And | will bring you to the land | swore
for each day, just as when you had straw.” And with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac
SKDUDRKTV VODYH GULYHUYV EHahMo\Bakdt. | Willdgive iDtb YdidaRaYpbsdeddion. W V
they had appointed, demanding, “Why haven't am the Lord.”
you met your quota of bricks yesterday or today, Moses reported this to the Israelites,

as before?” but they did not listen to him because of their
Then the Israelite overseers went and discouragement and harsh labor.

DSSHDOHG WR 3KDUDRK 3:K\ KDYH TReX teUlLdid WditiGto\ Riesbls, “Go, tell
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SKDUDRK NLQJ RI (J\SW WR O HWoUu\OKEYypt-tiHsiane \Mosds drid Ao R |
his country.” Now when the Lord spoke to Moses in
But Moses said to the Lord, “If the (J\SW KH VDLG WR KLP 3, DP WKH
. VUDHOLWHY ZLOO QRW OLVW H Qing/dREByit eZekthiddR XeDy®u3 K D U D R K
listen to me, since | speak with faltering lips?” But Moses said to the Lord, “Since | speak
ZLWK IDOWHULQJ OLSV ZK\ ZRXO
God's response to Moses’ doubts is a genealogy, me?”
a reminder that this story is bigger than one man’s Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, |
inadequacies. Moses and Aaron come from the KDYH PDGH \RX OLNH *RG WR 3K

priestly line of Levi, chosen for this moment in  Prother Aaron will be your prophet. You are to
history. say everything | command you, and your brother

$DURQ LV WR WHOO 3KDUDRK WR
Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron R%& EI; L éﬁ'ﬁ;&(% Wrgjy\ﬁgc;/lo X \év% ‘(')(PﬁdLe?S ci)n KbU

DERXW WKH ,VUDHOLWHYV DQG . ) :

and he commanded them to bring the Israelites E%ypt,%% will not 'St}é.% to you.%rf?en I will lay my

out of Egypt. hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment

These were the heads of their families: | will bring out my divisions, my people the

Israeli hesE ians wi|ll know that | am
7KH VRQV RI 5HXEHQ WKH GWANR I EqyRiignS il .
,VUDHO ZHUH +DQRN DQG 3DO o@%‘-ﬁf%‘{}’gﬂ% @” ‘Q%‘“. favg against Egypt
These were the clans of Reuben. and bring'the Is ag Ites out Céi'clit. . " q

The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, commal\ggtsags"[h:rrll MAoa}srgsnwz;s ejigﬁiy?/seatrseolcli_grnd
Ohad, Jakin, Zohar and Shaul the son of a Canaanite :
woman. These were the clans of Simeon. $DURQ HLJKW\ WKUHH ZKHQ WKH\

These were the names of the sons of Levi

according to their records: Gershon, Kohath and DAY 03 READING
OHUDUL /HYL OLYHG \HDUV

The sons of Gershon, by clans, were Libni  The pattle for Israel's freedom begins. What

and SthrE:I.SOHS of Kohath were Amram. Izhar follows is not just a contest between Moses and
’ ' Pharaoh, but between the God of Israel and the

*HEURQ DQG 8]JLHO .RKDWK O Lgods of Egypt. Each plague targets a specific

The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. - ian dei ) h v rul )
These were the clans of Levi according to gyptian deity, proving who truly rules creation.

their records. . w
Amram married his father’s sister Jochebed, The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “When

K R \RX H3HUIRUP I
yZeaKrE. ERUH KLP $DURQ DQG ORVHSOR%%[@LTDR]K-’QY)%\?/H%/H RU YWD PO

SKDUDRK 91 DQG LW ZLOO EHFRPH
_ The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg and 6R ORVHV DOG SDURQ ZHOW \
' : : did just as the Lord commanded. Aaron threw his
i Sitmi? sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan VWD GRZO LO IURQW RI 3KDUDRK
Aaron married Elisheba, daughter of W EHFDPH D VQDNH 3KDUDRK Wi

Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and she bore M€N a_md sorcerers,_and the E_gyptian magicians
him Nadab and Abihu. Eleazar and ’Ithamar. also did the same things by their secret arts: Each

The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah and 5QH WKUHZ GRZQ KLV VWD DQG
Abiasaph. These were the Korahite clans. bXW $DURQYTV VWD VZDOORZHG

Eleazar son of Aaron married one of the SKDUDRKfV KHDUW EHFDPH KDUG
GDXJKWHUV RI 3XWLHO DQG V K'ﬁe'ﬁtﬁmﬂg’ﬁtﬁﬁgh@E?;{%Wg‘fb%?'d- |

These were the heads of the Levite families, : L% W H /RU VDLG WR OR
clan by clan. heart is unyielding; he refuses to let the people go.

It was this Aaron and Moses to whom the *R WR 3KDUDRK LQ WKH PRUQLQUJ I

id, “Bri ' iver. Confront him on the bank of the Nile, and
Lord said, “Bring the Israelites out of Egypt by V€' ,
their divisions.” They were the ones who spoke to WDNH LQ \RXU KDQG WKH VWD WK

3KDUDRK NLQJ RI (J\SW DERXxW EKeQUEHLSPIm. 1he BArflothepadof the



Hebrews, has sent me to say to you: Let my people so that it cannot be seen. They will devour what

go, so that they may worship me in the wilderness. little you have left after the hail, including every

But until now you have not listened. Thisis what WUHH WKDW LV JURZLQJ LQ \RXU
the Lord says: By this you will know thatamthe \RXU KRXVHV DQG WKRVH RI DOO
/IRUG :LWK WKH VWD WKDW LV th& ERyptiamsQ-sdmethihd ia@ithevw ydurNpgdrents

the water of the Nile, and it will be changed into nor your ancestors have ever seen from the day
EORRG 7KH ¢VK LQ WKH 1LOH theyGéertlgd LirHthiDIgh® tiNViow.” O hen HMdses

will stink; the Egyptians will not be able to drink WXUQHG DQG OHIW 3KDUDRK

its water.” SKDUDRK{fV R FLDOV VDLG WF

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Take will this man be a snare to us? Let the people go, so
\RXU VWD DQG VWUHWFK RXW \B3 they D&y @oRsMpihe Véid ther God.HDO you
of Egypt—over the streams and canals, over the not yet realize that Egypt is ruined?”
ponds and all the reservoirs—and they will turn to Then Moses and Aaron were brought back
blood.’ Blood will be everywhere in Egypt, evenin  WR 3KDUDRK 3*R ZRUVKLS WKH /
vessels of wood and stone.” said. “But tell me who will be going.”

Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord had Moses answered, “We will go with our young
FRPPDQGHG +H UDLVHG KLV Vvl ouQolitly Wikth 8ud bovidH&pdr HurRdaughters,
SBKDUDRK DQG KLV R FLDOV DQ®QY®VUZKWNX WKH EABRWNW RQG KHUGV
the Nile, and all the water was changed into blood. celebrate a festival to the Lord.”
7TKH ¢VK LQ WKH 1LOH GLHG DQG WERKDWIDYRKU WPLHBO CAKHVIRR UG EH
bad that the Egyptians could not drink its water. let you go, along with your women and children!

Blood was everywhere in Egypt. Clearly you are bent on evil. No! Have only the

But the Egyptian magicians did the same men go and worship the Lord, since that's what
WKLQJV E\ WKHLU VHFUHW D UWVW haiz@den 83kibgddd. RTK&EnWM dses Brid Waron
became hard; he would not listen to Moses and ZHUH GULYHQ RXW RI 3KDUDRK{V
Aaron, just as the Lord had said. Instead, he And the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out
turned and went into his palace, and did not take your hand over Egypt so that locusts swarm over
even this to heart. And all the Egyptians dug along the land and devour everything growing in the
the Nile to get drinking water, because they could ¢HOGV HYHU\WKLQJ OHIW E\ WKH
not drink the water of the river. 6R ORVHV VWUHWFKHG RXW KI

and the Lord made an east wind blow across the

Plague after plague devastates Egypt, each land all that day and all that night. By morning
one more severe than the last. The Nile turns to the wind had brought the locusts; they invaded
blood. Frogs overrun the land. Gnats and flies all Egypt and settled down in every area of the
swarm. Livestock die. Boils afflict the Egyptians. ~ country in great numbers. Never before had there

Hail destroys crops. Still Pharaoh's heart remains ~ P€€n such a plague of locusts, nor will there ever
el TAE e (e [eets el be again. They covered all the ground until it was

black. They devoured all that was left after the
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to KDLO?HYHUI\WKLQJ JURZLQJ LQ WK

3KDUDRK IRU , KDYH KDUGHOQ #%thﬁgysg'ﬂ?%%ﬁgreﬁ{br%“awef?#” tree or
KHDUWY RI KLV R FLDOV VR WK , ﬁyrBP Iymﬂvv

: : 3KDU L XPPRQHC
signs of mine among them that you may tell your Aaron and said, “I have sinned against the Lord °
children and grandchildren how | dealt harshly r God and ’ inst Now forgive mv sin
with the Egyptians and how | performed my signs your f50d and against you. Now lorgive my sl

among them, and that you may know that | am the ~©"¢€ more and pray to the Lord your God to take
Lord.” ' this deadly plague away from me.”

6R ORVHV DQG $DURQ zZHQW WRISKHYRREHPZoGH!IW SKDUDRIKCT

said to him, “This is what the Lord, the God of ; changed the wind to a very
the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will you refuse to strong west wind, which caught up the locusts and

ied them into the Red Sea. Not a locust was
humble yourself before me? Let my people go, carrie :
: left anywhere in Egypt. But the Lord hardened
so that they may worship me. If you refuse to let _
them go, | will bring locusts into your country SKDUDRK{V KHDUW DQG KH ZRXOC

tomorrow. They will cover the face of the ground
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Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out me, bowing down before me and saying, ‘Go, you
your hand toward the sky so that darkness spreads and all the people who follow you!” After that I will
over Egypt—darkness that can be felt.” So Moses OHDYH ~ 7KHQ ORVHV KRW ZLWK D
stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total 7KH /RUG KDG VDLG WR ORVH
darkness covered all Egypt for three days. No one refuse to listen to you—so that my wonders may be
could see anyone else or move about for three multiplied in Egypt.” Moses and Aaron performed
days. Yet all the Israelites had light in the places DOO WKHVH ZRQGHUV EHIRUH 3KI
where they lived. KDUGHQHG 3KDUDRKYfV KHDUW Dt

7TKHQ 3KDUDRK VXPPRQHG Oe&lsraklite®dp Gut\dfihis Gountry.

“Go, worship the Lord. Even your women and The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt,
FKLOGUHQ PD\ JR ZLWK \RX RQGOKLOHPRWRXW ARENWH IRU \RX W
and herds behind.” cUVW PRQWK RI \RXU \HDU 7HOO V

But Moses said, “You must allow us to have of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each
VDFUL¢{FHY DQG EXUQW R HUL @arvis w RkeSaUamys FONW fawilg, onekdid each
Lord our God. Our livestock too must go with us; household. If any household is too small for
not a hoof is to be left behind. We have to use some a whole lamb, they must share one with their
of them in worshiping the Lord our God, and until  nearest neighbor, having taken into account the
we get there we will not know what we are to use number of people there are. You are to determine
to worship the Lord.” the amount of lamb needed in accordance with

% XW WKH /RUG KDUGHQH Gvh& kdehdeda W edt.H Belaimals you choose

DQG KH ZDV QRW ZLOOLQJ WR Orhlgl b/ ieldrPold RalesKnbhd i Refedt, ahdsyou
to Moses, “Get out of my sight! Make sure you do may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take
not appear before me again! The day you see my care of them until the fourteenth day of the month,

face you will die.” when all the members of the community of Israel
“Just as you say,” Moses replied. “I will must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are
never appear before you again.” to take some of the blood and put it on the sides

and tops of the doorframes of the houses where

Nine plagues have failed to break Pharaoh’s will.  they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat
Now comes the final, terrible judgment - onethat WKH PHDW URDVWHG RYHU WKH ¢

will echo through history. The Passover is born herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat

from tragedy, but it becomes Israel's defining the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over
momentofsa]vation_ D ¢UH2ZLWK WKH KHDG OHJV DQG

not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till
Now the Lord had said to Moses. “ will Mmorning, you must burn it. This is how you are to

EULQJ RQH PRUH SODJXH RQ 3@Dﬂyggwd@gké@kgwmuweg’5"&\RXL

After that, he will let you go from here, and when
he does, he will drive you out completely. Tell the (DW “L W LQ KDVWH LW LV WKH /RU
On that same night | will pass through

people that men and women alike are to ask their
neighbors for articles of silver and gold.” (The Lord (JASW DQG VWULNH GRZQ HYHU\
people and animals, and | will bring judgment on

made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the
people, and Moses himself was highly regarded in &/l the gods of Egypt. | am the Lord. The blood

ilkbg=3 si Ly uses where you are,
S D KTy R LD O S han 54 (s Blase T pacs over you. No
says: ‘About midnight | will go throughout Egypt. destructive plague will touch you when | strike
(YHU\ ¢UVWERUQ VRQ LQ (J\SV\?g@Epro GL IURP WKH _
(UVWERUQ VRQ RI 3KDUDRK ZKR VLﬁﬁisﬁz@yWRﬂe\gjk‘IXWﬁi‘%a}lqrat.e'for
WR WKH ¢UVWERUQ VRQ RI WK@“GLQFIE‘ A0S (P 6999 Keu ShRliceletyags yias a
KHU KDQG PLOO DQG DOO WK Hfstivg! %@@Tga ﬁqtln\g,%qlpa}&og.m@v%n

ays you are to eaf bread made without yeast. On

as well. There will be loud wailing throughout _

Egypt—worse than there has ever been or ever will ng V'f/;;(') o \?eLrJe\;t\évanc);/tEir\mg \L,JVIE 5:;; ::1 it\lf\r/ofnl_t'he\ HDV
b in. But among the Israelites not ill

€ again. But among the Israelites not a dog will =%\ \/ " P WICUR X IK WKH VHY HOWK

bark at any person or animal.” Then you will know _
that the Lord makes a distinction between Egypt ,VUDHO 2Q WKH ¢UVW GD\ KROG D

DOG ,VUDHO $00 WKHVH R FLD¥UNG Pneren i18seyendh@a: Rpng werkat all



on these days, except to prepare food for everyone “we will all die!” So the people took their dough
to eat; that is all you may do. before the yeast was added, and carried it on
“Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened their shoulders in kneading troughs wrapped in
Bread, because it was on this very day that | clothing. The Israelites did as Moses instructed
brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and
day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to gold and for clothing. The Lord had made the

FRPH
without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth

GD\ XQWLO WKH HYHQLQJ RI W glithdeved th® Bgyptiadsy W G D\
seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses.

And anyone, whether foreigner or native-born,
who eats anything with yeast in it must be cut
R ITURP WKH FRPPXQLW\ RI

unleavened bread.”

'Q WKH ¢UVW PRQWK \R X Eyyptiand/ Rvotab\W diEfosed Gward Bedpeople,

and they gave them what they asked for; so they
JRU

The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to
Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand
men on foot, besides women and children. Many

, VatHeHp@oplé bvent p Rvthkhe@,Jand also large
made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat

GURYHV RI OLYHVWRFN ERWK AR

the dough the Israelites had brought from Egypt,

Then Moses summoned all the elders of they baked loaves of unleavened bread. The dough
Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select was without yeast because they had been driven

the animals for your families and slaughter the

out of Egypt and did not have time to prepare food

3DVVRYHU ODPE 7DNH D EXQFKfoRhers&WwfR S GLS LW LQWR

the blood in the basin and put some of the blood
on the top and on both sides of the doorframe.
None of you shall go out of the door of your house
until morning. When the Lord goes through the
land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the
blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and
will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit
the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you
down.

“Obey these instructions as a lasting
ordinance for you and your descendants. When
you enter the land that the Lord will give you as he
promised, observe this ceremony. And when your
children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean

Now the length of time the Israelite people

OLYHG LQ (J\SW ZzZDV \HDUV $\
\HDUV WR WKH YHU\ GD\ DOO

left EQypt. Because the Lord kept vigil that night
to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the
Israelites are to keep vigil to honor the Lord for the
generations to come.

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “These
DUH WKH UHJXODWLRQV IRU WKF
foreigner may eat it. Any slave you have bought
may eat it after you have circumcised him, but
a temporary resident or a hired worker may not
eat it. It must be eaten inside the house; take
none of the meat outside the house. Do not break

WR \RX"T WKHQ WHOO WKHP pu,ahyloYthe/IkoRes3 Dh¢ WRoletamniudiEy WL Igrae
to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the must celebrate it. A foreigner residing among you
Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when ZKR ZDQWV WR FHOHEUDWH WKH
he struck down the Egyptians.” Then the people have all the males in his household circumcised;
bowed down and worshiped. The lIsraelites did then he may take part like one born in the land.
just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron. No uncircumcised male may eat it. The same law
At midnight the Lord struck down all applies both to the native-born and to the foreigner
WKH ¢(¢UVWERUQ LQ (J\SW I1UReidiMg EriongydW' WERUQ RI
BKDUDRK ZKR VDW RQ WKH WKUR QAfl thaNsraeltek éid jydi What Ehe Lol had
of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the commanded Moses and Aaron. And on that very
¢cUVWERUQ RI DOO WKH OLYHYVW&a hN Ladbrdaudid e Is3deiddd BuRd{ EGyQt By
DOO KLV R FLDOV DQG DOO WKHhdiddigsdhsD QV JRW XS GXULQJ
the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for

there was not a house without someone dead.

'XULQJ WKH QLJKW 3KDUIB'%X OQM%”N@
Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, )
. . The Lord said to Moses, “Consecrate to me
you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you - ' i
KDYH UHTXHVWHG 7DNH \RXU AH¥EW\D %VWIFHJRéJf BPQRx 7KH ¢UV!

have said, and go. And also bless me.” womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether
The Egyptians urged the people to hurry
and leave the country. “For otherwise,” they said,

human or animal.”
Then Moses said to the people,
“Commemorate this day, the day you came out
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of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because the
Lord brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat
nothing containing yeast. Today, in the month of
Aviv, you are leaving. When the Lord brings you
into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Hivites and Jebusites—the land he swore to your

went up out of Egypt ready for battle.

Moses took the bones of Joseph with him
because Joseph had made the Israelites swear an
oath. He had said, “God will surely come to your
aid, and then you must carry my bones up with
you from this place.”

DQFHVWRUV WR JLYH \RX D ODQG Afe&L @aVirgyL BukkothL ddy Dapn@ed at

honey—you are to observe this ceremony in this
month: For seven days eat bread made without
yeast and on the seventh day hold a festival to the
Lord. Eat unleavened bread during those seven
days; nothing with yeast in it is to be seen among
you, nor shall any yeast be seen anywhere within
your borders. On that day tell your son, ‘I do this
because of what the Lord did for me when | came
out of Egypt.” This observance will be for you
like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your
forehead that this law of the Lord is to be on your
lips. For the Lord brought you out of Egypt with
his mighty hand. You must keep this ordinance at
the appointed time year after year.

“After the Lord brings you into the land of
the Canaanites and gives it to you, as he promised
on oath to you and your ancestors, you are to give
RYHU WR WKH /RUG WKH ¢UVW

$00 WKH (UVWERUQ PDOHV RI G
S5HGHHP ZLWK D OIDRPEOHYKHDUG AHGWERDWOPDRK DQG K

WR WKH /RUG
donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break its neck.

Etham on the edge of the desert. By day the Lord

went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide
WKHP RQ WKHLU ZD\ DQG E\ QLJK
to give them light, so that they could travel by day

or night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the
SLOODU RI ¢UH E\ QLJKW OHIW LV
people.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the

' VUDHOLWHY WR WXUQ EDFN DC
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They are to
encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon.
BKDUDRK ZLOO WKLQN p7KH ,VUD

around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the
GHVHUW 1 $QG , ZLOO KDUGHQ 3
he will pursue them. But | will gain glory for
P\VHOI WKURXJK 3KDUDRK DQG DC
Egyptians will know that | am the Lord.” So the
RraeBdd diQthisRl HYHU\ ZRPE

\ R XWhe0 th¥ KingVeREgypt &as okl Ghat the

their minds about them and said, “What have we

5HGHHP HYHU\ ¢ UVWERUQ DPR Q@dn&RW& haVR Rt\the Israelites go and have lost

“In days to come, when your son asks you,
‘What does this mean?’ say to him, ‘With a mighty
hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, out of the
ODQG RI VODYHU\

their services!” So he had his chariot made ready
and took his army with him. He took six hundred of
the best chariots, along with all the other chariots

'KHQ 3KDUDRKI (W3 BERULQWMK\ R HIKVHE&RYHU DOO

WR OHW XV JR WKH /RUG NLOGKHG GHAGHH GUWWEH RAUHD BW BRWK DU D |
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be like a sign on your hand and a symbol on your
forehead that the Lord brought us out of Egypt
with his mighty hand.”

Freedom at last! But the journey to the
Promised Land won't be easy. God doesn't lead
them by the shortest route, He knows they’re not
ready for war. Instead, He guides them toward a
divine appointment at the Red Sea, where He will
deliver them once and for all.

'KHQ 3KDUDRK OHW WKH s'??té% $ihargo died
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country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If
they face war, they might change their minds and
return to Egypt.” So God led the people around by

the desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites ¢

Israelites and overtook them as they camped by
WKH VHD QHDU 3L +DKLURWK RSS
$V 3KDUDRK DSSURDFKHG |
looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching
DIWHU WKHP 7KH\ ZHUH WHUUL¢H
Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there
were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to
the desert to die? What have you done to us by
bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in
Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’?
It would have been better for us to serve the

heGdﬁﬁrtl”
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the Lord will bring you today The Egyptians you
see today you will never see again. The Lord will
JKW IRU \RX \RX QHHG RQO\ WR



Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you
crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on.

On the far shore of the Red Sea, with their
enemies destroyed behind them, Israel breaks into

SDLVH \RXU VWD DQG VWUHW F tsong. This is the first recorded song in Scripture, a

sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go
through the sea on dry ground. | will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after

celebration of God’s victory that will echo through
generations.

WKHP $QG , ZLOO JDLQ JORU\ WKUR%@%%Q%%R»[HGQS%@H&Q%Q this

his army, through his chariots and his horsemen.
The Egyptians will know that | am the Lord when

song to the Lord:
“l will sing to the Lord, for he is highly

» JDLQ JORUY WKURXJK 3KDUDR Eyaited. BothhbrsblaRd¥iveP e RadHuMed into

horsemen.”

Then the angel of God, who had been
traveling in front of Israel’'s army, withdrew
and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also
moved from in front and stood behind them,
coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel.
Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness
to the one side and light to the other side; so
neither went near the other all night long.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back
with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land.
The waters were divided, and the Israelites went
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water
on their right and on their left.

The Egyptians pursued them, and all

the sea. The Lord is my strength and my defense;
he has become my salvation. He is my God, and |
will praise him, my father's God, and | will exalt
him. The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name.

SKDUDRKTV FKDULRWY DQG KLV DL
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in the Red Sea. The deep waters have covered
them; they sank to the depths like a stone. Your
right hand, Lord, was majestic in power. Your
right hand, Lord, shattered the enemy.

“In the greatness of your majesty you threw
down those who opposed you. You unleashed your
burning anger; it consumed them like stubble.
By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up.
The surging waters stood up like a wall; the deep
waters congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy

SKDUDRKYTV KRUVHV DQG FKD WiV wil Blrsud< IRkl YiéiRakenem. 1 will

followed them into the sea. During the last watch
of the night the Lord looked down from the pillar

divide the spoils; | will gorge myself on them. |
will draw_my sword and my hand will destroy

RI ¢UH DQG FORXG DW WKH (J\g¥f-BR ybUblew itRyur¥irédtland the sea

it into confusion. He jammed the wheels of their

FKDULRWYV VR WKDW WKH\ KDG Ghtef X\WHY b

Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites!

7KH /RUG LV ¢JKWLQJ IRU WKHngIRyJ,Q,(Sf

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out

\RXU KDQG RYHU WKH VHD VR W BW MK ik

back over the Egyptians and their chariots and

sank like lead in the mighty
Like- §bds i© @ke yBUK Fbra?
Who is like you—majestic in holiness, awesome in
Y Worlabis? W

“You stretch out your ri%ht hand, and the
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love you will lead the people you have redeemed.

covered them. Th%

horsemen.” Moses stretched out his hand over the |, your strength you will guide them to your holy

sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. qyellina.
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The nations_will hear and tremble;
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back and covered the chariots and horsemen— e seized with trembling, the eo’ﬁle of Canaan will
nd (ﬁ%é&&/\?ﬁ%
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Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived.

But the Israelites went through the sea on
dry ground, with a wall of water on their right
and on their left. That day the Lord saved Israel
from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw
the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. And when
the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord
displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared
the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses
his servant.

St Hy the

power of your arm they will be as still as a stone—
until your people pass by, Lord, until the people
you bought pass by. You will bring them in and
plant them on the mountain of your inheritance—
the place, Lord, you made for your dwelling, the
sanctuary, Lord, your hands established.

“The Lord reigns for ever and ever.”

KHQ 3KDUDRK{YV KRUVHYV
horsemen went into the sea, the Lord brought the
waters of the sea back over them, but the Israelites
walked through the sea on dry ground. Then
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Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel
in her hand, and all the women followed her, with
timbrels and dancing. Miriam sang to them:

“Sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.
Both horse and driver he has hurled into the sea.”

Freedom brings its own challenges. In the
wilderness, without Egypt’s resources, the people
quickly learn that liberation requires learning to
trust God for everything - water, food, protection.
Their complaints begin almost immediately.

Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and
they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days
WKH\ WUDYHOHG LQ WKH GHVH
When they came to Marah, they could not drink its
water because it was bitter. (That is why the place
is called Marah.) So the people grumbled against
Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?”

Then Moses cried out to the Lord, and the
Lord showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into

WKH ZDWHU DQG WKH ZDWHU EH

There the Lord issued a ruling and
instruction for them and put them to the test. He
said, “If you listen carefully to the Lord your God
and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention
to his commands and keep all his decrees, | will
not bring on you any of the diseases | brought on
the Egyptians, for | am the Lord, who heals you.”

Then they came to Elim, where there were
twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they
camped there near the water.

DAY 05 READING

The whole Israelite community set out
from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is
EHWZHHQ (OLP DQG 6LQDL RQ
second month after they had come out of Egypt. In
the desert the whole community grumbled against
Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, “If
only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt!
There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the
food we wanted, but you have brought us out into
this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain
down bread from heaven for you. The people are
to go out each day and gather enough for that day.
In this way | will test them and see whether they
will follow my instructions. On the sixth day they
are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be
twice as much as they gather on the other days.”

So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites,

BB A B e e

“In the evening you will know that it was the Lord
who brought you out of Egypt, and in the morning
you will see the glory of the Lord, because he has
heard your grumbling against him. Who are we,
that you should grumble against us?” Moses also
said, “You will know that it was the Lord when he
gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the
bread you want in the morning, because he has
heard your grumbling against him. Who are we?
You are not grumbling against us, but against the
Lord.”

Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire
Israelite community, ‘Come before the Lord, for
he has heard your grumbling.”

uw  2Yhje &%M% 852 q“
Israelite " community, loo ed towarcﬁv

desert, and there Was the glory of the Lord
appearing in the cloud.

The Lord said to Moses, “I have heard the
grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight
you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be

your G&d

That evening quail came and covered the
camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew
around the camp. When the dew was gone, thin
ADNHV OLNH
GHVHUW ARRU
to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know
what it was.

Moses said to them, “It is the bread the
Lord has given you to eat. This is what the Lord
has commanded: ‘Everyone is to gather as much
as they need. Take an omer for each person you
have in your tent.”

The lIsraelites did as they were told; some
gathered much, some little. And when they
measured it by the omer, the one who gathered
e who
e had
gathered just as much as they needed.

Then Moses said to them, “No one is to
keep any of it until morning.”

However, some of them paid no attention
to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it
was full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses
was angry with them.

Each morning everyone gathered as much
as they needed, and when the sun grew hot, it
melted away. On the sixth day, they gathered twice
as much—two omers for each person—and the
leaders of the community came and reported this
to Moses. He said to them, “This is what the Lord
commanded: ‘Tomorrow is to be a day of sabbath
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rest, a holy sabbath to the Lord. So bake what you there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the

want to bake and boil what you want to boil. Save rock, and water will come out of it for the people

whatever is left and keep it until morning.” to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the
So they saved it until morning, as Moses elders of Israel. And he called the place Massah

commanded, and it did not stink or get maggots and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and

in it. “Eat it today,” Moses said, “because today is because they tested the Lord saying, “Is the Lord

D VDEEDWK WR WKH /RUG <RX Abm@Qudrmit?s QG DQ\ RI LW RQ

the ground today. Six days you are to gather it, but

on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will not be The journey to Mount Sinai isn’t just about

any.” reaching a destination - it's about becoming a
Nevertheless, some of the people went out pegple. When the Amalekites attack, Israel learns
on the seventh day to gather it, but they found {5 fight. But the real victory comes not from
Cv?l?e;ozhfe?ug:ae tlaoli%espalgn;ocgﬂnﬂffasﬁ d:";"r\]’ dlorrrllgl military might, but from Moses’ raised hands in
instructions? Bear in mind that the Lord has given 2LEVEE SHTEiEe s Celultil
you the Sabbath; that is why on the sixth day he The Amalekites came and attacked the
gives you bread for two days. Everyone is 10 SY |5raelites at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua
where they are on the seventh day; no one is to go s KRRV H VRPI—i RI RXU PHQ DdG 3

out.” So the people rested on the seventh day. Amalekites. Tomorrow | will stand on top of the

manna. It was white like conander seed and tasied K -0 ZLWK WKH VWD RI*RG LQ P)
: So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses

U\t(r?a\tlvfrl]fgrforpdaﬂstét:rﬁr?lgﬁsgegﬂ'qﬁ%skgzﬂ1(;-Ir:]elf C')Sf had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to
X the top of the hill. As long as Moses held up his

rsnoa?hnea %g(rj] Eggﬂr:;fgrreg] delge;vegat:)%ntsotgai??fﬁe hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever
wilderr)(ess when | brouaht og o t)c/)f Eqvpt.” he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning.
o Moses said l;g Agrolrjl “9I'ake ag'};pr “nd put When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone

jat ’ al PUL and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and
an omer of manna in it. Then place it before the Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on
Lord to be kept for the generations to come. the other—so that his hands remained steadly till

AS the_Lord commanded Moses, Aaron put sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army
the manna with the tablets of the covenant law, with the sword

so that it might be preserved. The Israelites ate Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on

e aating, thay ate mamme ot they raaanad the @ scroll as something to be remembered and make
border of C:amaan sure that Joshua hears it, because | will completely
(An omer ié one-tenth of an ephah.) blot out the name of Amalek from unde_r heaven.”
' Moses built an altar and called it The Lord

the De;rgr? \(’)thg:g Ifrrg\ilelltii C?w)mur}g:%oﬂgggs is my Banner. He said, “Because hands were lifted
’ 9 P P up against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will be

the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, = o'\ 22 gainst the Amalekites from generation to
but there was no water for the people to drink. generation.”

So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us

water to drink.” From slaves to a free people. From Egypt to
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with PEOPIE. 9yp

me? Why do you put the Lord to the test?” the wilderness. From Pharaoh’s control to God’s
But the people were thirsty for water there, ~Care. The exodus is complete, but _thg journey

and they grumbled against Moses. They said, has just begun. Next stop: Mount Sinai, where

“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us this liberated multitude will become a covenant

and our children and livestock die of thirst?” nation.

Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What
am | to do with these people? They are almost Join us for our Public Reading of
ready to stone me.” Scripture this week! We o er weekly sessions

The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front where we read Scripture together and
of the people. Take with you some of the elders (e ect on God’s Word. CheCkO%our church

RI' ,2VUDHO DQG WDNH LQ \RXUKRRiGtioNdr tinYeWdAd 1édi¥hE

which you struck the Nile, and go. | will stand
49



50

Weekend Message Notes:

Discussion Questions for Small Groups

1.

God heard Israel’'s groaning and remembered His covenant. How does it encourage y
that God sees and recognizes your struggles?

Moses felt inadequate for God’s call. When has God asked you to do something
beyond your natural abilities? What was it? How did you respond and what happened
ultimately?

The plagues demonstrated God’s power over Egypt’s gods. What “gods” or loyalti
your life need to bow to the true God?

The Passover required the Israelites to be faithful and remember. What step of fa
God asking you to take currently? How have you remembered these steps in your li
with your family?

Israel had to go through the Red Sea, not around it. What impossible/di cult situa
is God wanting to lead you through?

Family Discussion Questions Week 4

For Families with Elementary-Age Children:

Why do you think Moses was scared to do what God asked?
What was special about the night of Passover?
How did God protect His people at the Red Sea?

For Families with Teens:

What stood out to you most from this week’s reading?

What excuses do you make when God calls you to do something di cult? What can
you do to try to overcome those?

How does the Passover point forward to Jesus?

When have you had to trust God in an impossible situation?

ou
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WEEK 05

NEW COMMANDS AND A NEW COVENANT
Exodus 19-20, 24-25, 32-34, 40

DAY 01 READING

Three months after leaving Egypt, Israel
arrives at Mount Sinai. This is the destination
God had promised Moses at the burning bush.
Here, this crowd of former slaves will become a
covenant nation, bound to God by law and love.

After Moses had gone down the mountain to
the people, he consecrated them, and they washed
WKHLU FORWKHY 7KHQ KH VDLG W
yourselves for the third day. Abstain from sexual
relations.”

On the morning of the third day there was
thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over
the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast.
Everyone in the camp trembled. Then Moses led

2Q WKH (UVW GD\ RI WKH th¥ ebpleoufoRtReWdnpld MddtWith God, and

the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they
came to the Desert of Sinai. After they set out from
Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and
Israel camped there in the desert in front of the
mountain.

Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord
called to him from the mountain and said, “This

is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob

and what you are to tell the people of Israel: “You

yourselves have seen what | did to Egypt, and how
| carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you
to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my

treasured possession. Although the whole earth is
mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a

holy nation.” These are the words you are to speak
to the Israelites.”

So Moses went back and summoned the
elders of the people and set before them all the
words the Lord had commanded him to speak.
The people all responded together, “We will do
everything the Lord has said.” So Moses brought
their answer back to the Lord.

The Lord said to Moses, “I am going to
come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people
will hear me speaking with you and will always put
their trust in you.” Then Moses told the Lord what
the people had said.

And the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the
people and consecrate them today and tomorrow.
Have them wash their clothes and be ready by the
third day, because on that day the Lord will come
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.

3XW OLPLWV IRU WKH SHRSOH DUR

tell them, ‘Be careful that you do not approach the
mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches
the mountain is to be put to death. They are to be
stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid
on them. No person or animal shall be permitted
to live.” Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long
blast may they approach the mountain.”

they stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount
Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord
GHVFHQGHG RQ LW LQ ¢UH 7KH
from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole
mountain trembled violently. As the sound of the
trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and

the voice of God answered him.

The Lord descended to the top of Mount
Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain.
So Moses went up and the Lord said to him, “Go
down and warn the people so they do not force
their way through to see the Lord and many of
them perish. Even the priests, who approach the
Lord, must consecrate themselves, or the Lord will
break out against them.”

Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot
come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself
ZDUQHG XV u3XW OLPLWYV DURXQ
set it apart as holy.”

The Lord replied, “Go down and bring
Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people
must not force their way through to come up to the
Lord, or he will break out against them.”

So Moses went down to the people and told
them.

Then comes the moment that defines not just
Israel, but all of Western civilization. God speaks
directly to the entire nation, giving them the Ten
Commandments, the foundation of morality and
law for billions of people throughout history.

X R e R XSS R RS o

out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
“You shall have no other gods before me.
“You shall not make for yourself an image
in the form of anything in heaven above or on the
earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall
not bow down to them or worship them; for I,
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the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing
the children for the sin of the parents to the third
and fourth generation of those who hate me, but
showing love to a thousand generations of those
who love me and keep my commandments.

“You shall not misuse the name of the
Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone
guiltless who misuses his name.

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it
holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work,
but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your
God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you,
nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female
servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner
residing in your towns. For in six days the Lord

me, do not build it with dressed stones, for you
ZLOO GH¢{OH LW LI \RX XVH D WRF
up to my altar on steps, or your private parts may

be exposed.’

DAY 02 READING

The covenant is sealed with blood and a sacred
meal. The leaders of Israel actually see God and live
to tell about it. Then Moses ascends the mountain
for forty days to receive detailed instructions for
building God’s dwelling place among his people.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to

made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and

that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and
made it holy.

“Honor your father and your mother, so
that you may live long in the land the Lord your
God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not give false testimony against
your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’'s wife, or his
male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

When the people saw the thunder and
lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They

seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship
at a distance, but Moses alone is to approach the
Lord; the others must not come near. And the
people may not come up with him.”

When Moses went and told the people all
the Lord’s words and laws, they responded with
one voice, “Everything the Lord has said we will
do.” Moses then wrote down everything the Lord
had said.

He got up early the next morning and built
an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up
twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes
of Israel. Then he sent young Israelite men, and
WKH\ R HUHG EXUQW R HULQJV DC
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took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the
other half he splashed against the altar. Then he
took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the

stayed at a distance and said to Moses, “Speak to people. They responded, “We will do everything

us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God
speak to us or we will die.”
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.

the Lord has said; we will obey.”
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it
on the people and said, “This is the blood of the

God has come to test you, so that the fear of God covenant that the Lord has made with you in

will be with you to keep you from sinning.”

The people remained at a distance, while
Moses approached the thick darkness where God
was.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Tell the
Israelites this: ‘You have seen for yourselves that
| have spoken to you from heaven: Do not make
any gods to be alongside me; do not make for
yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold.

accordance with all these words.”

Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and
the seventy elders of Israel went up and saw the
God of Israel. Under his feet was something like
a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as
the sky. But God did not raise his hand against
these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and
they ate and drank.

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on

SIODNH DQ DOWDU RI HD U WitKe hiduht&érHard &y heére, kil yilt ive you the
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your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever |
cause my name to be honored, | will come to you
and bless you. If you make an altar of stones for

have written for their instruction.”
Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide,
and Moses went up on the mountain of God. He



said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come
back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and
anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.”
When Moses went up on the mountain, the
cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord settled
on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the
mountain, and on the seventh day the Lord called
to Moses from within the cloud. To the Israelites

| will meet with you and give you all my commands
for the Israelites.

“Make a table of acacia wood—two cubits
long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high.
Overlay it with pure gold and make a gold molding
around it. Also make around it a rim a handbreadth
wide and put a gold molding on the rim. Make
four gold rings for the table and fasten them to

WKH JORU\ RI WKH /RUG ORR N Htke four toHhe3, Wier® Wefeur @gs ardJ) The rings

on top of the mountain. Then Moses entered the
cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he
stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites
WR EULQJ PH DQ R HULQJ
R HULQJ IRU PH IURP HYHU\RQH
WKHP WR JLYH
receive from them: gold, silver and bronze; blue,

are to be close to the rim to hold the poles used in
carrying the table. Make the poles of acacia wood,
overlay them with gold and carry the table with

them. And make its plates and dishes of pure gold,

< R Xas vellHas isRitdhétd=dhd WawvisVIoK tHe pouring
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“Make a lampstand of pure gold. Hammer

SXUSOH DQG VFDUOHW \DUQ D@RXWQHWOLEBQH JROG KIORIW DQG

ram skins dyed red and another type of durable
leather; acacia wood; olive oil for the light; spices
for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense;
and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on
the ephod and breastpiece.

“Then have them make a sanctuary for me,
and | will dwell among them. Make this tabernacle
and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern | will
show you.

“Have them make an ark of acacia wood—
two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half
wide, and a cubit and a half high. Overlay it with
pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold
molding around it. Cast four gold rings for it and
fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one
side and two rings on the other. Then make poles
of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. Insert
the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to
carry it. The poles are to remain in the rings of this
ark; they are not to be removed. Then put in the
ark the tablets of the covenant law, which | will
give you.

“Make an atonement cover of pure gold—
two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half
wide. And make two cherubim out of hammered
gold at the ends of the cover. Make one cherub on
one end and the second cherub on the other; make
the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two
ends. The cherubim are to have their wings spread
upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The
cherubim are to face each other, looking toward
WKH FRYHU 3ODFH WKH FRYHU
in the ark the tablets of the covenant law that | will
give you. There, above the cover between the two
cherubim that are over the ark of the covenant law,

cups, buds and blossoms of one piece with them.
Six branches are to extend from the sides of the
lampstand—three on one side and three on the
RWKHU 7KUHH FXSV VKDSHG
with buds and blossoms are to be on one branch,
three on the next branch, and the same for all six
branches extending from the lampstand. And on
the lampstand there are to be four cups shaped like
DOPRQG ARZHUV ZLWK EXGV DQG
VKDOO EH XQGHU WKH (¢UVW SDLU
from the lampstand, a second bud under the
second pair, and a third bud under the third pair—
six branches in all. The buds and branches shall all
be of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out
of pure gold.

“Then make its seven lamps and set them
up on it so that they light the space in front of
it. Its wick trimmers and trays are to be of pure
gold. A talent of pure gold is to be used for the
lampstand and all these accessories. See that you
make them according to the pattern shown you on
the mountain.

DAY 03 READING

While Moses communes with God on the
mountain, disaster strikes below. The people,
impatient and afraid, demand visible gods. Aaron
caves to their pressure, and Israel’s first act after
pledging loyalty to God is to break the very first
commandment..]| WKH DUN DQG SXW

oL

When the people saw that Moses was so
long in coming down from the mountain, they
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gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make writing was the writing of God, engraved on the
us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow tablets.
Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don't When Joshua heard the noise of the people
know what has happened to him.” shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of
$DURQ DQVZHUHG WKHP 3w& MitheRampyKH JROG
earrings that your wives, your sons and your Moses replied: “It is not the sound of
daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” So victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound
DOO WKH SHRSOH WRRN R WK Hisihgiddthatlh€éadv DQG EURXJIKW
them to Aaron. He took what they handed him When Moses approached the camp and saw
and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he
fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them
are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of to pieces at the foot of the mountain. And he took
Egypt.” the calf the people had made and burned it in the
When Aaron saw this, he built an altarin ¢UH WKHQ KH JURXQG LW WR SR.
front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there the water and made the Israelites drink it.
will be a festival to the Lord.” So the next day the He said to Aaron, “What did these people
SHRSOH URVH HDUO\ DQG VD F dog yoH, Gattyxuded WenRintd BuclQgrdat sin?”
DQG SUHVHQWHG IHOORZVKLS R HULOJ Yot $haV Hrigrg,D bhs Mrd&k’™H Aaron
sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in answered. “You know how prone these people are
revelry. to evil. They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us
because your people, whom you brought up out of up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened
Egypt, have become corrupt. They have been quick to him.” So | told them, ‘Whoever has any gold
to turn away from what | commanded themand MHZHOU\ WDNH LW R § 7KHQ WK
have made themselves an idol cast in the shapeof DQG , WKUHZ LW LQWR WKH ¢UH L
D FDOI 7KH\ KDYH ERZHG GRZQ WRMb3s Bay GhaV ihé pdoplé& tebe running
to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control
who brought you up out of Egypt.’ and so become a laughingstock to their enemies.
“I have seen these people,” the Lord said to So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said,
ORVHV 3:DQG WKH\ DUH D VWL “WhoéverisGor el lB&@éme foRné.” And all the
leave me alone so that my anger may burn against Levites rallied to him.
them and that | may destroy them. Then | will Then he said to them, “This is what the
make you into a great nation.” Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a
But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his sword to his side. Go back and forth through the
God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your anger burn  camp from one end to the other, each killing his
againstyour people, whomyou broughtoutof EQypt  brother and friend and neighbor.” The Levites did
with great power and a mighty hand? Why should as Moses commanded, and that day about three
the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he thousand of the people died. Then Moses said,
brought them out, to kill them in the mountains  “You have been set apart to the Lord today, for you
DQG WR ZLSH WKHP R WKH |D R#treRalgaii youHdwh $uns fahd Hroth€)s, and he
IURP \RXU ¢HUFH DQJHU UH O Hé&sWled3&d @ouGis d@yRW EULQJ
disaster on your people. Remember your servants The next day Moses said to the people, “You
Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by have committed a great sin. But now | will go up to
your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as the Lord; perhaps | can make atonement for your
numerous as the stars in the sky and | will give sin.”
your descendants all this land | promised them, So Moses went back to the Lord and said,
and it will be their inheritance forever.” Then the  “Oh, what a great sin these people have committed!
Lord relented and did not bring on his people the They have made themselves gods of gold. But now,

disaster he had threatened. please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me
Moses turned and went down the mountain  out of the book you have written.”
with the two tablets of the covenant law in his The Lord replied to Moses, “Whoever has

hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front sinned against me | will blot out of my book. Now
and back. The tablets were the work of God; the go, lead the people to the place | spoke of, and my



angel will go before you. However, when the time
comes for me to punish, | will punish them for
their sin.”

And the Lord struck the people with a plague
because of what they did with the calf Aaron had
made.

The relationship is broken. God will keep his
promise to give them the land, but He won't go
with them. The people mourn this devastating
news. Moses sets up a tent outside the camp
where he meets with God, and there he intercedes
desperately for his people.

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Leave this
place, you and the people you brought up out of
Egypt, and go up to the land | promised on oath to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to
your descendants.’ | will send an angel before you
and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites,
SHUL]J]JLWHYV +LYLWHV DQG -HE
ARZLQJ ZLWK PLON DQG KRQH\
\RX EHFDXVH \RX DUH D VWL
might destroy you on the way.”

When the people heard these distressing
words, they began to mourn and no one put on any
ornaments. For the Lord had said to Moses, “Tell

WKH ,VUDHOLWHYV pupu<RX DUH D

were to go with you even for a moment, | might
GHVWUR\ \RX 1RZ WDNH R
will decide what to do with you.” So the Israelites

"By

\RXU RU

me your ways so | may know you and continue to
¢ QG IDYRU ZLWK \RX 5HPHPEHU W
your people.”

7KH /RUG UHSOLHG
you, and | will give you rest.”

7TKHQ ORVHV VDLG WR KLP
does not go with us, do not send us up from here.
How will anyone know that you are pleased with
me and with your people unless you go with us?
What else will distinguish me and your people
from all the other people on the face of the earth?”

And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the
very thing you have asked, because | am pleased
with you and | know you by name.”

Then Moses said, “Now show me your
glory.”

And the Lord said, “lI will cause all my
goodness to pass in front of you, and | will proclaim
my name, the Lord, in your presence. | will have
mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have

Sp anpwham \ will\ have Ggmppassion.
E'Q}rgpcw%es D St S one
ﬂéelﬁ?her;éthe (\)1rsoiss§;1)|<§_,| “1[?18636i3 a place near
me where you may stand on a rock. When my

glory passes by, | will put you in a cleft in the rock
and cover you with my hand until | have passed

W RS R E BB *
DPHQWY DQG ,
DAY 04 READING
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Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch
it outside the camp some distance away, calling
it the “tent of meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the
Lord would go to the tent of meeting outside the
camp. And whenever Moses went out to the tent,
all the people rose and stood at the entrances to
their tents, watching Moses until he entered the
tent. As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud
would come down and stay at the entrance, while
the Lord spoke with Moses. Whenever the people
saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to
the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the
entrance to their tent. The Lord would speak to

Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then

Moses would return to the camp, but his young
aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent.

Moses said to the Lord, “You have been

telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let
me know whom you will send with me. You have
said, ‘I know you by name and you have found
favor with me.’ If you are pleased with me, teach

God gives Israel a second chance. New tablets
replace the broken ones. The covenant is renewed.
And in one of the Bible’s most important moments,
God reveals his character - compassionate,
gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.

The Lord said to Moses, “Chisel out two
VWRQH WDEOHWY OLNH WKH ¢UV)
RQ WKHP WKH ZRUGV WKDW ZHUH
which you broke. Be ready in the morning, and
WKHQ FRPH XS RQ ORXQW 6LQDL
me there on top of the mountain. No one is to come
with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain;
QRW HYHQ WKH ARFNV DQG KHUGYV
the mountain.”

So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like
WKH ¢UVW RQHVY DQG ZHQW XS OR>
morning, as the Lord had commanded him; and
he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. Then
the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there
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“Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with the
CUVWIUXLWY RI WKH ZKHDW KDUY

with him and proclaimed his name, the Lord.
And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming,

“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love
and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands,
and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he
does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes

of Ingathering at the turn of the year. Three
times a year all your men are to appear before the
Sovereign Lord, the God of Israel. | will drive out
nations before you and enlarge your territory, and
no one will covet your land when you go up three

the children and their children for the sin of the
parents to the third and fourth generation.”

Moses bowed to the ground at once and
worshiped. “Lord,” he said, “if | have found favor along with anything containing yeast, and do not
in your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although OHW DQ\ RI WKH VDFUL¢{FH IURP V
WKLV LV D VWL QHFNHG SHRSO HmMAR UhIMOHiIgXU ZLFNHGQHVV
and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.” 3% ULQJ WKH EHVW RI WKH ¢ U

times each year to appear before the Lord your
God.
'R QRW R HU WKH EORRG RI
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Then the Lord said: “l am making a covenant
with you. Before all your people | will do wonders
never before done in any nation in all the world.

The people you live among will see how awesome

is the work that I, the Lord, will do for you. Obey
what | command you today. | will drive out before

to the house of the Lord your God.

“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s
milk.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write down
these words, for in accordance with these words |
have made a covenant with you and with Israel.”

\RX WKH $PRULWHYV &D QDD QL WMoses wasWhive With-he L@ dHfarty Hplyahaitorty

Hivites and Jebusites. Be careful not to make a
treaty with those who live in the land where you
are going, or they will be a snare among you. Break
down their altars, smash their sacred stones and
cut down their Asherah poles. Do not worship any
other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is
a jealous God.

“Be careful not to make a treaty with those
who live in the land; for when they prostitute

nights without eating bread or drinking water. And
he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—
the Ten Commandments.

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai
with the two tablets of the covenant law in his
hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant
because he had spoken with the Lord. When Aaron
and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was
radiant, and they were afraid to come near him.

WKHPVHOYHV WR WKHLU JRGYV BDtQ/GseY¥ Dafdd Ltg, thém; \BoRAaVSK &ha all the
WKH\ ZLOO LQYLWH \RX DQG \R Xeade® 6f theDcadmMUKityl tevnevdadk Wol hinf, lnd

And when you choose some of their daughters as
wives for your sons and those daughters prostitute
themselves to their gods, they will lead your sons
to do the same.

“Do not make any idols.

“Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread.
For seven days eat bread made without yeast, as |
commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in
the month of Aviv, for in that month you came out
of Egypt.

37KH ¢UVW R VSULQJ RI

WR PH
OLYHVWRFN ZKHWKHU
WKH ¢UVWERUQ GRQNH\ ZLWK
not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem all your
¢cUVWERUQ VRQV

“No one is to appear before me empty-
handed.

“Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh
day you shall rest; even during the plowing season
and harvest you must rest.

IURP K

he spoke to them. Afterward all the Israelites came
near him, and he gave them all the commands the
Lord had given him on Mount Sinai.

KHQ ORVHV ¢QLVKHG VSHDNL

put a veil over his face. But whenever he entered the
Lord’s presence to speak with him, he removed the
veil until he came out. And when he came out and
told the Israelites what he had been commanded,
they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses
would put the veil back over his face until he went

H YiRi td $p&aR Rikh tReH.OriR Q J V
LQFOXGLQJ DOO WKH (UVWERUQ PDOHV RI
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Nearly a year after the exodus, the tabernacle
is complete. Every detail follows God’s blueprint.
This portable temple will be God’s dwelling place
among His people, a constant reminder that the
holy God chooses to live with sinful humans.



Then the Lord said to Moses: “Set up the
WDEHUQDFOH WKH WHQW RI
RI WKH ¢UVW PRQWK
law in it and shield the ark with the curtain. Bring
in the table and set out what belongs on it. Then

Moses placed the gold altar in the tent of

P g tivgLifdnt ¢t Qe siiridid agdbMved i@brant
3ODFH Wikcednse binNt, &slth&\Lisre céniRnd it @dhigh W

Then he put up the curtain at the entrance
WR WKH WDEHUQDFOH

EULQJ LQ WKH ODPSVWDQG DQ GeatHN extBancéaMy ti@ DaP&Snacle @hB EeHt of

the gold altar of incense in front of the ark of the
covenant law and put the curtain at the entrance
to the tabernacle.

PHHWLQJ

He placed the basin between the tent of

330DFH WKH DOWDU RI EXUfE#INg add the altarnUiRIQWaEteR In it for

the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting;
place the basin between the tent of meeting and
the altar and put water in it. Set up the courtyard

around it and put the curtain at the entrance to the

courtyard.

“Take the anointing oil and anoint the
tabernacle and everything in it; consecrate it and
all its furnishings, and it will be holy. Then anoint
WKH DOWDU RI
consecrate the altar, and it will be most holy.
Anoint the basin and its stand and consecrate
them.

“Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance
to the tent of meeting and wash them with water.
Then dress Aaron in the sacred garments, anoint

washing, and Moses and Aaron and his sons used
it to wash their hands and feet. They washed
whenever they entered the tent of meeting or
approached the altar, as the Lord commanded
Moses.

Then Moses set up the courtyard around the
tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the
HQWUDQFH WR WKH FRXUW\DUG

EXUQW R HULQHBew&G DOO LWV XWHQVLOV

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting,
DQG WKH JORU\ RI
Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because
the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the
/IRUG ¢OOHG WKH WDEHUQDFOH

In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever

him and consecrate him so he may serve me as the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they

priest. Bring his sons and dress them in tunics.
Anoint them just as you anointed their father, so
they may serve me as priests. Their anointing will
be to a priesthood that will continue throughout
their generations.” Moses did everything just as
the Lord commanded him.

would set out; but if the cloud did not lift, they did
not set out—until the day it lifted. So the cloud of

WKH /RUG ZDV RYHU WKH WDEHUC

was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the
Israelites during all their travels.

6R WKH WDEHUQDFOH ZDV The God who thundered from the mountain
GD\ RI WKH ¢UVW PRQWK LQ Whnow dwells in the midst of His people. His glory
Moses set up the tabernacle, he put the bases in fjls the tabernacle. His presence guides their
place, erected the frames, inserted the crossbars journey. Despite their rebellion, despite the golden

and set up the posts. Then he spread the tent over

the tabernacle and put the covering over the tent,
as the Lord commanded him.

He took the tablets of the covenant law and
placed them in the ark, attached the poles to the
ark and put the atonement cover over it. Then
he brought the ark into the tabernacle and hung
the shielding curtain and shielded the ark of the
covenant law, as the Lord commanded him.

Moses placed the table in the tent of meeting
on the north side of the tabernacle outside the
curtain and set out the bread on it before the Lord,
as the Lord commanded him.

He placed the lampstand in the tent of
meeting opposite the table on the south side of the
tabernacle and set up the lamps before the Lord,
as the Lord commanded him.

calf, God’s covenant love prevails. He will be their
God, and they will be His people.

Join us for our Public Reading of
Scripture this week! We o er weekly sessions
where we read Scripture together and
re ect on God’s Word. Check your church
communications for times and locations.
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Weekend Message Notes:

Discussion Questions for Small Groups

1.

The Israelites were afraid when God came down on Sinai because He came in a bold
and frightening manner. How do you balance reverence and intimacy with God in the
face of His power?

The Ten Commandments share important boundaries for healthy living. Whi ch one
challenges you most? Why? Which one has bene ted you most in life?

Israel made the golden calf just 40 days after promising obedience. What “golden
calves” compete for your worship?

In Exodus 34:6-7, God reveals His character. Which aspect of His character do you ne ed
to experience the most right now?

The tabernacle showed God dwelling among His people. Read: 1 Corinthians 6:19- 20.
Now that we are His tabernacle/temple, how do you cultivate awareness of God’s
presence within you and around you?

Family Discussion Questions Week 5

For Families with Elementary-Age Children:

Why did God give the Ten Commandments?
What happened when the people made the golden calf?
How did God show He was with His people?

For Families with Teens:
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What questions arose as you were reading this week?

How do God’s commands protect and guide us rather than restrict us?

What modern idols are most tempting for your generation? What about y ou personally?
How does Jesus ful Il what the tabernacle represented?



WANDERING

WEEK 06

Numbers 10-14, 20-21, 25, 27; Deuteronomy 1-2, 4, 6, 8-9, 29-34

DAY 01 READING

After nearly a year at Mount Sinai, it's time to
move. God has given them His law, His presence
dwells among them in the tabernacle, and the
Promised Land awaits. The journey should take
just eleven days. Instead, it will take forty years.

The Lord said to Moses: “Make two
trumpets of hammered silver, and use them for
calling the community together and for having
the camps set out. When both are sounded, the
whole community is to assemble before you at
the entrance to the tent of meeting. If only one

next, under their standard. Elizur son of Shedeur

was in command. Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai

was over the division of the tribe of Simeon, and

Eliasaph son of Deuel was over the division of the
tribe of Gad. Then the Kohathites set out, carrying

the holy things. The tabernacle was to be set up
before they arrived.

The divisions of the camp of Ephraim
went next, under their standard. Elishama son
of Ammihud was in command. Gamaliel son of
SHGDK]XU ZDV RYHU WKH GLYLVL
Manasseh, and Abidan son of Gideoni was over
the division of the tribe of Benjamin.

Finally, as the rear guard for all the units,
the divisions of the camp of Dan set out under

is sounded, the leaders—the heads of the clans their standard. Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai was

of Israel—are to assemble before you. When a LQ FRPPDQG

trumpet blast is sounded, the tribes camping on

3DJLHO VRQ RI 2NU

division of the tribe of Asher, and Ahira son of Enan

the east are to set out. At the sounding of a second was over the division of the tribe of Naphtali. This

blast, the camps on the south are to set out. The
blast will be the signal for setting out. To gather

the assembly, blow the trumpets, but not with the

signal for setting out.

“The sons of Aaron, the priests, are to blow
the trumpets. This is to be a lasting ordinance for
you and the generations to come. When you go
into battle in your own land against an enemy who
is oppressing you, sound a blast on the trumpets.
Then you will be remembered by the Lord your
God and rescued from your enemies. Also at your
times of rejoicing—your appointed festivals and
New Moon feasts—you are to sound the trumpets

was the order of march for the Israelite divisions
as they set out.

Now Moses said to Hobab son of Reuel the
Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting
out for the place about which the Lord said, ‘I will
give it to you.” Come with us and we will treat you
well, for the Lord has promised good things to
Israel.”

He answered, “No, | will not go; | am going
back to my own land and my own people.”

%XW ORVHV VDLG 330OHDVH GF
know where we should camp in the wilderness,
and you can be our eyes. If you come with us, we

RYHU \RXU EXUQW R HULQJV D Q4 dirhfe Witk ZdlKvhdterer jodd-tRing¥ the Lord

and they will be a memorial for you before your
God. | am the Lord your God.”

On the twentieth day of the second month
of the second year, the cloud lifted from above the
tabernacle of the covenant law. Then the Israelites
set out from the Desert of Sinai and traveled from
place to place until the cloud came to rest in the

gives us.”

So they set out from the mountain of the
Lord and traveled for three days. The ark of the
covenant of the Lord went before them during
WKRVH WKUHH GD\V WR (¢QG WKHEF
cloud of the Lord was over them by day when they
set out from the camp.

'"HVHUW RI 3DUDQ 7KH\ VHW RXW W/iHeNeveldné Atk BetduitiMoDed/said KRise

Lord’s command through Moses.

The divisions of the camp of Judah went
cUVW
Amminadab was in command. Nethanel son of
Zuar was over the division of the tribe of Issachar,
and Eliab son of Helon was over the division of the
tribe of Zebulun. Then the tabernacle was taken
down, and the Gershonites and Merarites, who
carried it, set out.

The divisions of the camp of Reuben went

up, Lord! May your enemies be scattered; may
\RXU IRHV AHH EHIRUH \RX ~

XQGHU WKHLU VWDQGDUG WHeRd(ef i Bafde ti RS heshid, “Return,

Lord, to the countless thousands of Israel.”

The honeymoon is over. AlImost immediately,
the people begin complaining. God’s patience
wears thin, and judgment falls. This pattern of
complaint, judgment, intercession, and mercy -
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will define the wilderness years.

Now the people complained about their
hardships in the hearing of the Lord, and when he

The Lord heard you when you wailed, “If only we
KDG PHDW WR HDW
the Lord will give you meat, and you will eat it. You

ZLOO QRW HDW LW IRU MXVW RQH

KHDUG WKHP KLV DQJHU ZDV D WeR ¥r\MikGty dalsH iiut goawihaleRrRonth—until

the Lord burned among them and consumed some
of the outskirts of the camp. When the people
cried out to Moses, he prayed to the Lord and the
¢UH GLHG GRZQ
EHFDXVH ¢UH
them.

The rabble with them began to crave other
food, and again the Israelites started wailing and
said, “If only we had meat to eat! We remember the

IURP WKH /RUG
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melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But now we have
lost our appetite; we never see anything but this
mannal”

The manna was like coriander seed
and looked like resin. The people went around
gathering it, and then ground it in a hand mill or
crushed it in a mortar. They cooked it in a pot or
made it into loaves. And it tasted like something
made with olive oil. When the dew settled on the
camp at night, the manna also came down.

Moses heard the people of every family
wailing at the entrance to their tents. The Lord
became exceedingly angry,
troubled. He asked the Lord, “Why have you
brought this trouble on your servant? What have
| done to displease you that you put the burden
of all these people on me? Did | conceive all these
people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me
to carry them in my arms, as a nurse carries an
infant, to the land you promised on oath to their
ancestors? Where can | get meat for all these
people? They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to
eat! | cannot carry all these people by myself; the
burden is too heavy for me. If this is how you are
going to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—if
| have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me
face my own ruin.”

The Lord said to Moses: “Bring me seventy
of Israel’s elders who are known to you as leaders

it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it—
because you have rejected the Lord, who is among
you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why did

6R WKDW SO DWdeVvEDedvd-EyypO'HG 7DEHUDK

K D GBUE XM0L@H saidD'PIRE 0 am among Six
hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, ‘I
will give them meat to eat for a whole month!

'RXOG WKH\ KDYH HQRXJK LI ARFN

slaughtered for them? Would they have enough if

The Lord answered Moses, “Is the Lord’s
arm too short? Now you will see whether or not
what | say will come true for you.”

So Moses went out and told the people what
the Lord had said. He brought together seventy of
their elders and had them stand around the tent.
Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke
with him, and he took some of the power of the
Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy
elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they
prophesied—but did not do so again.

However, two men, whose names were

and Moses was Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp.

They were listed among the elders, but did not
go out to the tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on
them, and they prophesied in the camp. A young
man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.”

Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’
aide since youth, spoke up and said, “Moses, my
lord, stop them!”

But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for
my sake? | wish that all the Lord’s people were
prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit
on them!” Then Moses and the elders of Israel
returned to the camp.

Now a wind went out from the Lord and
drove quail in from the sea. It scattered them up
to two cubits deep all around the camp, as far

DQG R FLDOV DPRQJ WKH SHRS @#a dapswhllrKamnp diFeRti AN Rat day and

the tent of meeting, that they may stand there with
you. | will come down and speak with you there,
and | will take some of the power of the Spirit that
is on you and put it on them. They will share the
burden of the people with you so that you will not
have to carry it alone.

“Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in
preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat.

night and all the next day the people went out
and gathered quail. No one gathered less than ten
homers. Then they spread them out all around
the camp. But while the meat was still between
their teeth and before it could be consumed, the
anger of the Lord burned against the people, and
he struck them with a severe plague. Therefore
the place was named Kibroth Hattaavah, because

‘H ZHUH EHWW



there they buried the people who had craved other
food.

From Kibroth Hattaavah the people
traveled to Hazeroth and stayed there.

Even Moses’ own family turns against
him. Miriam and Aaron challenge his unique
relationship with God, and God makes it clear
that Moses stands alone as His chosen prophet.
The lesson is swift and severe.

Miriam and Aaron began to talk against

Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had R XW

married a Cushite. “Has the Lord spoken only
through Moses?” they asked. “Hasn’t he also
spoken through us?” And the Lord heard this.

(Now Moses was a very humble man, more
humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.)

At once the Lord said to Moses, Aaron and
Miriam, “Come out to the tent of meeting, all three
of you.” So the three of them went out. Then the
Lord came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at
the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and
Miriam. When the two of them stepped forward,
he said, “Listen to my words:

“When there is a prophet among you, I, the
Lord, reveal myself to them in visions, | speak to
them in dreams. But this is not true of my servant
Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With him |
speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he
sees the form of the Lord. Why then were you not
afraid to speak against my servant Moses?”

The anger of the Lord burned against them,
and he left them.

When the cloud lifted from above the tent,
Miriam’s skin was leprous—it became as white as
snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw that she

Now comes the turning point, the catastrophic
failure of faith that will define a generation. They
stand at the edge of the Promised Land, but fear
proves stronger than faith. Twelve spies go in;
only two believe God can deliver on His promise.

The Lord said to Moses, “Send some men to
explore the land of Canaan, which | am giving to
the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one
of its leaders.”
So at the Lord’s command Moses sent them

IURP WKH '"HVHUW RI 3DUDQ

leaders of the Israelites. These are their names:

from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua son
of Zakkur; from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat
son of Hori; from the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of
Jephunneh; from the tribe of Issachar, Igal son of
Joseph; from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea son
RlI 1XQ IURP WKH WULEH RI %HQ!
Raphu; from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son
of Sodi; from the tribe of Manasseh (a tribe of
Joseph), Gaddi son of Susi; from the tribe of Dan,
Ammiel son of Gemalli; from the tribe of Asher,
Sethur son of Michael; from the tribe of Naphtali,
Nahbi son of Vophsi; from the tribe of Gad, Geuel
son of Maki.

These are the names of the men Moses sent
to explore the land. (Moses gave Hoshea son of
Nun the name Joshua.)

When Moses sent them to explore Canaan,
he said, “Go up through the Negev and on into the
hill country. See what the land is like and whether
the people who live there are strong or weak, few
or many. What kind of land do they live in? Is it
good or bad? What kind of towns do they live in?
$UH WKH\ XQZDOOHG RU IRUWL¢H
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the sin we have so foolishly committed. Do not
let her be like a stillborn infant coming from its

DVN \RX QBoWouNHestKdhONg back Bdo@ uf\the XMt of the

ObQG ~ ,W ZDV WKH VHDVRQ IRU \
So they went up and explored the land

PRWKHUYV ZRPE ZLWK LWV AHYV KoK l© Dededt WiHZQ & ZdD \as Rehob, toward
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God, heal her!”

The Lord replied to Moses, “If her father
had spit in her face, would she not have been in
GLVJUDFH

and came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai and
Talmai, the descendants of Anak, lived. (Hebron
had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)

IRU VHYHQ GD\V" &R\Whe@tHeyk¢htheR KaWdlile 6f E@hkoH they cut

camp for seven days; after that she can be brought R D EUDQFK EHDULQJ D VLQJOH F:

EDFN °
for seven days, and the people did not move on till
she was brought back.

After that, the people left Hazeroth and

6R OLULDP ZDV FRQ¢ QH 6 tRekWavrie®iHorValkoble BdadvieE&n them, along

ZLWK VRPH SRPHJUDQDWHY DQG ¢
called the Valley of Eshkol because of the cluster
RI JUDSHV WKH ,VUDHOLWHYV FXW

HQFDPSHG LQ WKH "HVHUW R 3ty days they returned from exploring the land.
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They came back to Moses and Aaron and the Lord said to Moses, “How long will these people

whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert
RlI 3DUDQ
whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the
land. They gave Moses this account: “We went into
WKH ODQG WR ZKLFK \RX VHQW
milk and honey! Here is its fruit. But the people
who live there are powerful, and the cities are
IRUWL¢{¢HG DQG YHU\ ODUJH :H
of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the Negev;
the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill
country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and
along the Jordan.”

Then Caleb silenced the people before
Moses and said, “We should go up and take
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”

But the men who had gone up with him said,
“We can'’t attack those people; they are stronger
than we are.” And they spread among the Israelites
a bad report about the land they had explored.
They said, “The land we explored devours those
living in it. All the people we saw there are of great
size. We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants
of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like
grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the
same to them.”

That night all the members of the
community raised their voices and wept aloud. All
the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron,
and the whole assembly said to them, “If only we
had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! Why is
the Lord bringing us to this land only to let us fall
by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken
as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back
to Egypt?” And they said to each other, “We should
choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”

Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in
front of the whole Israelite assembly gathered
there. Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of
Jephunneh, who were among those who had
explored the land, tore their clothes and said to
the entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed
through and explored is exceedingly good. If the
Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that

treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse

7TKHUH WKH\ UHSR UWdseliadeRin W& thPspileQoG al\iie aigihsH have

performed among them? | will strike them down
with a plague and destroy them, but | will make
YOV int® ONGEtidnWreGt& Ednd siréhgerzhavy tkey.”
Moses said to the Lord, “Then the Egyptians
will hear about it! By your power you brought these
pedple Qp Wdnan@ikh\ieid. Qi DheywWwN tell the
inhabitants of this land about it. They have already
heard that you, Lord, are with these people and
that you, Lord, have been seen face to face, that
your cloud stays over them, and that you go before

WKHP LQ D SLOODU RI FORXG E\ GLC

night. If you put all these people to death, leaving
none alive, the nations who have heard this report
about you will say, ‘The Lord was not able to bring
these people into the land he promised them on
oath, so he slaughtered them in the wilderness.’

“Now may the Lord’s strength be displayed,
just as you have declared: ‘The Lord is slow
to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin
and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty
unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin
of the parents to the third and fourth generation.’

In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin
of these people, just as you have pardoned them
from the time they left Egypt until now.”

The Lord replied, “I have forgiven them,
as you asked. Nevertheless, as surely as | live and
DV VXUHO\ DV WKH JORU\ RI
earth, not one of those who saw my glory and the
signs | performed in Egypt and in the wilderness
but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times—
not one of them will ever see the land | promised
on oath to their ancestors. No one who has treated
me with contempt will ever see it. But because my

VHUYDQW &DOHE KDV D GL HUHQW

wholeheartedly, | will bring him into the land he
went to, and his descendants will inherit it. Since
the Amalekites and the Canaanites are living in the
valleys, turn back tomorrow and set out toward
the desert along the route to the Red Sea.”

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: “How

ODQG D ODQG ARZLQJ ZLWK P LIGnY wWillGhs vidRe@ EomnidigtBgrzimideCagainst

give it to us. Only do not rebel against the Lord.
And do not be afraid of the people of the land,
because we will devour them. Their protection is
gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of
them.”

But the whole assembly talked about
stoning them. Then the glory of the Lord appeared
at the tent of meeting to all the Israelites. The

me? | have heard the complaints of these grumbling
Israelites. So tell them, ‘As surely as | live, declares
the Lord, | will do to you the very thing | heard
you say: In this wilderness your bodies will fall—
every one of you twenty years old or more who
was counted in the census and who has grumbled
against me. Not one of you will enter the land |
swore with uplifted hand to make your home,

WKH



except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of

Nun. As for your children that you said would be
taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the
land you have rejected. But as for you, your bodies
will fall in this wilderness. Your children will be
VKHSKHUGYV KHUH IRU
unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in
the wilderness. For forty years—one year for each
of the forty days you explored the land—you will

,Q WKH ¢UVW PRQWK WKH
community arrived at the Desert of Zin, and they
stayed at Kadesh. There Miriam died and was
buried.

IRUW\ \HD UV NowXxhdieuhasnd wardd for B ecdmmunity,

and the people gathered in opposition to Moses
and Aaron. They quarreled with Moses and said,
“If only we had died when our brothers fell dead

VX HU IRU \RXU VLQV DQG N QR Zb&dtdthe Lt LWhyOdicNyeuViriRigKiiie YLdrd's

me against you.’ I, the Lord, have spoken, and |
will surely do these things to this whole wicked
community, which has banded together against
me. They will meet their end in this wilderness;
here they will die.”

So the men Moses had sent to explore
the land, who returned and made the whole
community grumble against him by spreading
a bad report about it—these men who were
responsible for spreading the bad report about
the land were struck down and died of a plague
before the Lord. Of the men who went to explore
the land, only Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of
Jephunneh survived.

When Moses reported this to all the
Israelites, they mourned bitterly. Early the next
morning they set out for the highest point in the
hill country, saying, “Now we are ready to go up
to the land the Lord promised. Surely we have
sinned!”

But Moses said, “Why are you disobeying
the Lord’s command? This will not succeed! Do not
go up, because the Lord is not with you. You will
be defeated by your enemies, for the Amalekites
and the Canaanites will face you there. Because
you have turned away from the Lord, he will not
be with you and you will fall by the sword.”

Nevertheless, in their presumption they
went up toward the highest point in the hill
country, though neither Moses nor the ark of the
Lord’s covenant moved from the camp. Then the
Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in that
hill country came down and attacked them and
beat them down all the way to Hormah.

DAY 02 READING

Forty years pass in the wilderness. The
generation that refused to trust God dies off one
by one. Near the end, even Moses and Aaron fail
God’s test at the waters of Meribah, sealing their
fate outside the Promised Land.

community into this wilderness, that we and our
livestock should die here? Why did you bring us up
out of Egypt to this terrible place? It has no grain
RU ¢JV JUDSHYLQHV RU SRPHJUD
no water to drink!”

Moses and Aaron went from the assembly
to the entrance to the tent of meeting and fell
facedown, and the glory of the Lord appeared to
WKHP 7KH /RUG VDLG WR ORVHYV
you and your brother Aaron gather the assembly
together. Speak to that rock before their eyes and
it will pour out its water. You will bring water out
of the rock for the community so they and their
livestock can drink.”

6R ORVHV WRRN WKH VWD |

presence, just as he commanded him. He and
Aaron gathered the assembly together in front
of the rock and Moses said to them, “Listen, you
rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?”
Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock
WZLFH ZLWK KLV VWD :DWHU JX
community and their livestock drank.

But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
“Because you did not trust in me enough to honor
me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not
bring this community into the land | give them.”

These were the waters of Meribah, where
the Israelites quarreled with the Lord and where
he was proved holy among them.

Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the
king of Edom, saying: “This is what your brother
Israel says: You know about all the hardships
that have come on us. Our ancestors went down
into Egypt, and we lived there many years. The
Egyptians mistreated us and our ancestors, but
when we cried out to the Lord, he heard our cry and
sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt. Now
we are here at Kadesh, a town on the edge of your
WHUULWRU\ 30HDVH OHW XV SDV
H ZLOO QRW JR WKURXJK DQ\ ¢H
drink water from any well. We will travel along the
King’s Highway and not turn to the right or to the
left until we have passed through your territory.”
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But Edom answered: “You may not pass
through here; if you try, we will march out and
attack you with the sword.”

The Israelites replied: “We will go along the
main road, and if we or our livestock drink any of
your water, we will pay for it. We only want to pass
through on foot—nothing else.”

Again they answered: “You may not pass
through.”

Then Edom came out against them with a
large and powerful army. Since Edom refused to
let them go through their territory, Israel turned
away from them.

The whole Israelite community set out from
Kadesh and came to Mount Hor. At Mount Hor,
near the border of Edom, the Lord said to Moses
and Aaron, “Aaron will be gathered to his people.
He will not enter the land | give the lIsraelites,
because both of you rebelled against my command
at the waters of Meribah. Get Aaron and his son
Eleazar and take them up Mount Hor. Remove
Aaron’s garments and put them on his son Eleazar,
for Aaron will be gathered to his people; he will die
there.”

Moses did as the Lord commanded: They
went up Mount Hor in the sight of the whole
community. Moses removed Aaron’s garments
and put them on his son Eleazar. And Aaron died
there on top of the mountain. Then Moses and
Eleazar came down from the mountain, and when
the whole community learned that Aaron had died,
all the Israelites mourned for him thirty days.

As they journey around Edom, the people’s
complaints reach a breaking point. Venomous
snakes bring death to the camp. But God provides
a strange remedy - a bronze snake on a pole. All
who look at it in faith will live.

When the Canaanite king of Arad, who lived
in the Negev, heard that Israel was coming along
the road to Atharim, he attacked the lIsraelites
and captured some of them. Then Israel made
this vow to the Lord: “If you will deliver these
people into our hands, we will totally destroy their
cities.” The Lord listened to Israel's plea and gave
the Canaanites over to them. They completely
destroyed them and their towns; so the place was
named Hormah.

They traveled from Mount Hor along the
route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the
people grew impatient on the way; they spoke
against God and against Moses, and said, “Why

have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water!
And we detest this miserable food!”

Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among
them; they bit the people and many Israelites died.
The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned
when we spoke against the Lord and against you.
3UD\ WKDW WKH /RUG ZLOO WDNH
us.” So Moses prayed for the people.

The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and
put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look
at it and live.” So Moses made a bronze snake and
put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten
by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they
lived.

The Israelites moved on and camped at
Oboth. Then they set out from Oboth and camped
in lye Abarim, in the wilderness that faces Moab
toward the sunrise. From there they moved on
and camped in the Zered Valley. They set out from
there and camped alongside the Arnon, which is
in the wilderness extending into Amorite territory.
The Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab
and the Amorites. That is why the Book of the
Wars of the Lord says:

“...Zahab in Suphah and the ravines, the
Arnon and the slopes of the ravines that lead to the
settlement of Ar and lie along the border of Moab.”

From there they continued on to Beer, the
well where the Lord said to Moses, “Gather the
people together and | will give them water.”

Then lIsrael sang this song: “Spring up, O
well! Sing about it, about the well that the princes
dug, that the nobles of the people sank—the nobles
ZLWK VFHSWHUV DQG VWD V °

Then they went from the wilderness to
Mattanah, from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from
Nahaliel to Bamoth, and from Bamoth to the
YDOOH\ LQ ORDE ZKHUH WKH WRS
the wasteland.

Finally, the new generation begins to taste
victory. They defeat Sihon and Og, powerful kings
who stand in their way. These victories prove that
God is still with them, preparing them for the
greater conquest ahead.

Israel sent messengers to say to Sihon king
of the Amorites: “Let us pass through your country.
‘H ZLOO QRW WXUQ DVLGH LQWR D
drink water from any well. We will travel along the
King’s Highway until we have passed through your
territory.”



But Sihon would not let Israel pass through
his territory. He mustered his entire army and
marched out into the wilderness against Israel.
When he reached Jahaz, he fought with Israel.
Israel, however, put him to the sword and took
over his land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, but
only as far as the Ammonites, because their border
ZDV IRUWL¢FHG
Amorites and occupied them, including Heshbon
and all its surrounding settlements. Heshbon was
the city of Sihon king of the Amorites, who had
fought against the former king of Moab and had
taken from him all his land as far as the Arnon.

That is why the poets say: “Come to
Heshbon and let it be rebuilt; let Sihon’s city be
restored. Fire went out from Heshbon, a blaze
from the city of Sihon. It consumed Ar of Moab,
the citizens of Arnon’s heights. Woe to you, Moab!
You are destroyed, people of Chemosh! He has
given up his sons as fugitives and his daughters
as captives to Sihon king of the Amorites. But we
have overthrown them; Heshbon’s dominion has
been destroyed all the way to Dibon. We have
demolished them as far as Nophah, which extends
to Medeba.”

So Israel settled in the land of the Amorites.

After Moses had sent spies to Jazer, the
Israelites captured its surrounding settlements
and drove out the Amorites who were there. Then
they turned and went up along the road toward
Bashan, and Og king of Bashan and his whole
army marched out to meet them in battle at Edrei.

The Lord said to Moses, “Do not be afraid
of him, for | have delivered him into your hands,
along with his whole army and his land. Do to him
what you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who
reigned in Heshbon.”

So they struck him down, together with
his sons and his whole army, leaving them no
survivors. And they took possession of his land.

On the edge of the Promised Land, the Moabites
try a different strategy, spiritual warfare through
seduction. The plague that follows kills 24,000 - a
final purging before entering Canaan.

While Israel was staying in Shittim, the
men began to indulge in sexual immorality with

The Lord said to Moses, “Take all the
leaders of these people, kill them and expose them
in broad daylight before the Lord, so that the
/IRUGYYV ¢HUFH DQJHU PD\ WXUQ D.:
So Moses said to Israel's judges, “Each of
you must put to death those of your people who
KDYH \RNHG WKHPVHOYHV WR WKFE
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camp a Midianite woman right before the eyes
of Moses and the whole assembly of Israel while
they were weeping at the entrance to the tent of
PHHWLQJ :KHQ 3KLQHKDV VRQ RI
of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he left the assembly,
took a spear in his hand and followed the Israelite
into the tent. He drove the spear into both of
them, right through the Israelite man and into the
woman’s stomach. Then the plague against the
Israelites was stopped; but those who died in the
SODJXH QXPEHUHG
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Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, has turned
my anger away from the Israelites. Since he was
as zealous for my honor among them as | am, |
did not put an end to them in my zeal. Therefore
tell him I am making my covenant of peace with
him. He and his descendants will have a covenant
of a lasting priesthood, because he was zealous for
the honor of his God and made atonement for the
Israelites.”

The name of the Israelite who was killed
with the Midianite woman was Zimri son of Salu,
the leader of a Simeonite family. And the name of
the Midianite woman who was put to death was
Kozbi daughter of Zur, a tribal chief of a Midianite
family.

The Lord said to Moses, “Treat the
Midianites as enemies and kill them. They treated
\RX DV HQHPLHV ZKHQ WKH\ GHFHL
incident involving their sister Kozbi, the daughter
of a Midianite leader, the woman who was killed
when the plague came as a result of that incident.”

33

In a progressive moment that echoes through
history, five daughters challenge inheritance
laws that favor only sons. God sides with them,
establishing new precedents for women'’s rights in
Israel.

ORDELWH ZRPHQ ZKR LQYLWHG W K HRe Wdduditérsl ¥fD Edlbphkehdd Vson of
WR WKHLU JRGV 7KH SHRSOH Beaphdr, iveksth of Giledd LthefsbribfMaRiH theson
and bowed down before these gods. So Israel of Manasseh, belonged to the clans of Manasseh
\RNHG WKHPVHOYHV WR WKH %dnbfQodeph.3MHENdme$ QfGheWdlidthters were
Lord’s anger burned against them. Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah and Tirzah. They
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came forward and stood before Moses, Eleazar
the priest, the leaders and the whole assembly at
the entrance to the tent of meeting and said, “Our
father died in the wilderness. He was not among
Korah’s followers, who banded together against
the Lord, but he died for his own sin and left no
sons. Why should our father's name disappear
from his clan because he had no son? Give us
property among our father’s relatives.”

So Moses brought their case before the Lord,
and the Lord said to him, “What Zelophehad’s
daughters are saying is right. You must certainly
give them property as an inheritance among their
father’s relatives and give their father’s inheritance
to them.

“Say to the Israelites, ‘If a man dies and
leaves no son, give his inheritance to his daughter.
If he has no daughter, give his inheritance to
his brothers. If he has no brothers, give his
inheritance to his father’s brothers. If his father
had no brothers, give his inheritance to the nearest
relative in his clan, that he may possess it. This is
to have the force of law for the Israelites, as the
Lord commanded Moses.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go up this
mountain in the Abarim Range and see the land
| have given the Israelites. After you have seen it,
you too will be gathered to your people, as your
brother Aaron was, for when the community
rebelled at the waters in the Desert of Zin, both
of you disobeyed my command to honor me as
holy before their eyes.” (These were the waters of
Meribah Kadesh, in the Desert of Zin.)

Moses said to the Lord, “May the Lord, the
God who gives breath to all living things, appoint
someone over this community to go out and come
in before them, one who will lead them out and
bring them in, so the Lord’s people will not be like
sheep without a shepherd.”

So the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua son
of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit of leadership,
and lay your hand on him. Have him stand before
Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and
commission him in their presence. Give him
some of your authority so the whole Israelite
community will obey him. He is to stand before
Eleazar the priest, who will obtain decisions for
him by inquiring of the Urim before the Lord. At
his command he and the entire community of the
Israelites will go out, and at his command they will
come in.”

Moses did as the Lord commanded him. He
took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar the

priest and the whole assembly. Then he laid his
hands on him and commissioned him, as the Lord
instructed through Moses.

DAY 03 READING

Now Moses, knowing his time is short, delivers
three final sermons to the new generation. These
aren't just history lessons, they're passionate
pleas from a dying leader who has seen both
God's glory and Israel’s rebellion. His message is
simple: Learn from the past. Choose life. Love God
with everything you have.

These are the words Moses spoke to all
Israel in the wilderness east of the Jordan—that is,

LQ WKH $SUDEDK2?RSSRVLWH 6XSK

Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth and Dizahab. (It takes
eleven days to go from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea by
the Mount Seir road.)
,Q WKH

eleventh month, Moses proclaimed to the Israelites
all that the Lord had commanded him concerning
them. This was after he had defeated Sihon king
of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon, and at
Edrei had defeated Og king of Bashan, who reigned
in Ashtaroth.

East of the Jordan in the territory of Moab,
Moses began to expound this law, saying:

The Lord our God said to us at Horeb, “You
have stayed long enough at this mountain. Break
camp and advance into the hill country of the
Amorites; go to all the neighboring peoples in the
Arabah, in the mountains, in the western foothills,
in the Negev and along the coast, to the land of the
Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as the greatriver,
the Euphrates. See, | have given you this land. Go
in and take possession of the land the Lord swore
he would give to your fathers—to Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob—and to their descendants after them.”

At that time | said to you, “You are too heavy
a burden for me to carry alone. The Lord your God
has increased your numbers so that today you are
as numerous as the stars in the sky. May the Lord,
the God of your ancestors, increase you a thousand
times and bless you as he has promised! But how
can | bear your problems and your burdens and
your disputes all by myself? Choose some wise,
understanding and respected men from each of
your tribes, and | will set them over you.”

You answered me, “What you propose to do
is good.”

IRUWLHWK \HDU RQ



So | took the leading men of your tribes,
wise and respected men, and appointed them
to have authority over you—as commanders of
WKRXVDQGYV RI KXQGUHGV RI
DV WULEDO R FLDOV $QG ,
that time, “Hear the disputes between your people
and judge fairly, whether the case is between two
Israelites or between an Israelite and a foreigner
residing among you. Do not show partiality in
judging; hear both small and great alike. Do not
be afraid of anyone, for judgment belongs to God.
Bring me any case too hard for you, and I will hear
it.” And at that time | told you everything you were
to do.

Then, as the Lord our God commanded us,
we set out from Horeb and went toward the hill
country of the Amorites through all that vast and
dreadful wilderness that you have seen, and so we
reached Kadesh Barnea. Then | said to you, “You
have reached the hill country of the Amorites,
which the Lord our God is giving us. See, the
Lord your God has given you the land. Go up and
take possession of it as the Lord, the God of your
ancestors, told you. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged.”

Then all of you came to me and said, “Let
us send men ahead to spy out the land for us and
bring back a report about the route we are to take
and the towns we will come to.”

The idea seemed good to me; so | selected

twelve of you, one man from each tribe. They left
and went up into the hill country, and came to the

Valley of Eshkol and explored it. Taking with them

some of the fruit of the land, they brought it down

to us and reported, “It is a good land that the Lord
our God is giving us.”

But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled
against the command of the Lord your God. You
grumbled in your tents and said, “The Lord hates
us; so he brought us out of Egypt to deliver us into
the hands of the Amorites to destroy us. Where can
we go? Our brothers have made our hearts melt in
fear. They say, ‘The people are stronger and taller
than we are; the cities are large, with walls up to
the sky. We even saw the Anakites there.”

7TKHQ , VDLG WR \RX
not be afraid of them. The Lord your God, who is
JRLQJ EHIRUH \RX ZLOO ¢JKW
you in Egypt, before your very eyes, and in the
wilderness. There you saw how the Lord your God
carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way
you went until you reached this place.”

In spite of this, you did not trust in the Lord

your God, who went ahead of you on your journey,

LQ ¢UH E\ QLIJKW DQG LQ D FORXG
places for you to camp and to show you the way
youWwHotld/gdD QG RI WHQV DQG
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angry and solemnly swore: “No one from this euvil
generation shall see the good land | swore to give
your ancestors, except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He
will see it, and | will give him and his descendants
the land he set his feet on, because he followed the
Lord wholeheartedly.”

Because of you the Lord became angry with
me also and said, “You shall not enter it, either.
But your assistant, Joshua son of Nun, will enter
it. Encourage him, because he will lead Israel to
inherit it. And the little ones that you said would
be taken captive, your children who do not yet
know good from bad—they will enter the land. |
will give it to them and they will take possession of
it. But as for you, turn around and set out toward
the desert along the route to the Red Sea.”

Then you replied, “We have sinned against
WKH /RUG :H ZLOO JR XS DQG ¢ JK
God commanded us.” So every one of you put on
his weapons, thinking it easy to go up into the hill
country.

But the Lord said to me, “Tell them, ‘Do not
JR XS DQG ¢(JKW EHFDXVH , ZLOO
will be defeated by your enemies.”

So | told you, but you would not listen. You
rebelled against the Lord’s command and in your
arrogance you marched up into the hill country. The
Amorites who lived in those hills came out against
you; they chased you like a swarm of bees and beat
you down from Seir all the way to Hormah. You
came back and wept before the Lord, but he paid
no attention to your weeping and turned a deaf ear
to you. And so you stayed in Kadesh many days—
all the time you spent there.

Moses recounts the long wilderness wanderings,
reminding them how God provided even when
they rebelled. Then he gives them the heart of God’s
law - the Shema, the call to love God completely.

'R QRW Ere YW tdiHdddhtEandsBt out toward the

wilderness along the route to the Red Sea, as the
L'(ﬁdjha\dqoﬁ?ec[@d/ m& PF'ZOtGaILI@ng'tlﬁnlé we made
our way around the hill country of Seir.

Then the Lord said to me, “You have made
your way around this hill country long enough;
now turn north. Give the people these orders: *You
are about to pass through the territory of your
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relatives the descendants of Esau, who live in Seir.
They will be afraid of you, but be very careful. Do
not provoke them to war, for | will not give you
any of their land, not even enough to put your foot
on. | have given Esau the hill country of Seir as his
own. You are to pay them in silver for the food you
eat and the water you drink.”

The Lord your God has blessed you in all
the work of your hands. He has watched over your
journey through this vast wilderness. These forty
years the Lord your God has been with you, and
you have not lacked anything.

So we went on past our relatives the
descendants of Esau, who live in Seir. We turned
from the Arabah road, which comes up from Elath
and Ezion Geber, and traveled along the desert
road of Moab.

Then the Lord said to me, “Do not harass
the Moabites or provoke them to war, for | will not
give you any part of their land. | have given Ar to
the descendants of Lot as a possession.”

(The Emites used to live there—a people
strong and numerous, and as tall as the Anakites.
Like the Anakites, they too were considered
Rephaites, but the Moabites called them Emites.
Horites used to live in Seir, but the descendants of
Esau drove them out. They destroyed the Horites
from before them and settled in their place, just as
Israel did in the land the Lord gave them as their
possession.)

And the Lord said, “Now get up and cross
the Zered Valley.” So we crossed the valley.

Thirty-eight years passed from the time
we left Kadesh Barnea until we crossed the Zered
9DOOH\
men had perished from the camp, as the Lord had
sworn to them. The Lord’s hand was against them
until he had completely eliminated them from the
camp.

1RZ ZKHQ WKH ODVW RI
among the people had died, the Lord said to me,
“Today you are to pass by the region of Moab at
Ar. When you come to the Ammonites, do not
harass them or provoke them to war, for I will not
give you possession of any land belonging to the
Ammonites. | have given it as a possession to the
descendants of Lot.”

(That too was considered a land of the
Rephaites, who used to live there; but the
Ammonites called them Zamzummites. They were
a people strong and numerous, and as tall as the
Anakites. The Lord destroyed them from before
the Ammonites, who drove them out and settled

in their place. The Lord had done the same for
the descendants of Esau, who lived in Seir, when
he destroyed the Horites from before them. They
drove them out and have lived in their place to this
day. And as for the Avvites who lived in villages
as far as Gaza, the Caphtorites coming out from
Caphtor destroyed them and settled in their place.)

“Set out now and cross the Arnon Gorge.
See, | have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite,
king of Heshbon, and his country. Begin to take
possession of it and engage him in battle. This very
day | will begin to put the terror and fear of you
on all the nations under heaven. They will hear
reports of you and will tremble and be in anguish
because of you.”

From the Desert of Kedemoth | sent
PHVVHQJHUV WR 6LKRQ NLQJ
peace and saying, “Let us pass through your
country. We will stay on the main road; we will not
turn aside to the right or to the left. Sell us food to
eat and water to drink for their price in silver. Only
let us pass through on foot—as the descendants of
Esau, who live in Seir, and the Moabites, who live
in Ar, did for us—until we cross the Jordan into the
land the Lord our God is giving us.” But Sihon king
of Heshbon refused to let us pass through. For the
Lord your God had made his spirit stubborn and
his heart obstinate in order to give him into your
hands, as he has now done.

The Lord said to me, “See, | have begun to
deliver Sihon and his country over to you. Now
begin to conquer and possess his land.”

When Sihon and all his army came out
to meet us in battle at Jahaz, the Lord our God

R
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together with his sons and his whole army. At
that time we took all his towns and completely
destroyed them—men, women and children. We
left no survivors. But the livestock and the plunder

W KIHR/AH WK K WWLRZIQ R HAH KDG FDSWX U |

ourselves. From Aroer on the rim of the Arnon
Gorge, and from the town in the gorge, even as far
as Gilead, not one town was too strong for us. The
Lord our God gave us all of them. But in accordance
with the command of the Lord our God, you did
not encroach on any of the land of the Ammonites,
neither the land along the course of the Jabbok
nor that around the towns in the hills.

Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws | am
about to teach you. Follow them so that you may
live and may go in and take possession of the land
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you.
Do not add to what | command you and do not



subtract from it, but keep the commands of the
Lord your God that | give you.

You saw with your own eyes what the Lord
GLG DW %DDO 3HRU
from among you everyone who followed the Baal
Rl 3BHRU EXW DOO RI \RX ZKR
your God are still alive today.

has apportioned to all the nations under heaven.
But as for you, the Lord took you and brought you
out of the iron-smelting furnace, out of Egypt, to

7KH /R U Gbe fReXpggopi&kdb hiGimheridne® vkl ydu now are.

The Lord was angry with me because of you,
&nd OeGsoleMy\sWardRth&y KnduldRbt Gross the
Jordan and enter the good land the Lord your God

See, | have taught you decrees and laws is giving you as your inheritance. | will die in this

as the Lord my God commanded me, so that you
may follow them in the land you are entering to
take possession of it. Observe them carefully, for
this will show your wisdom and understanding to
the nations, who will hear about all these decrees
and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people.” What other nation is so
great as to have their gods near them the way the
Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him?
And what other nation is so great as to have such
righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws |
am setting before you today?

Only be careful, and watch yourselves
closely so that you do not forget the things your
eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart
as long as you live. Teach them to your children
and to their children after them. Remember the
day you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb,
when he said to me, “Assemble the people before
me to hear my words so that they may learn to
revere me as long as they live in the land and may
teach them to their children.” You came near and
stood at the foot of the mountain while it blazed

land; I will not cross the Jordan; but you are about
to cross over and take possession of that good land.
Be careful not to forget the covenant of the Lord
your God that he made with you; do not make for
yourselves an idol in the form of anything the Lord
your God has forbidden. For the Lord your God is
D FRQVXPLQJ ¢UH D MHDORXYV

After you have had children and
grandchildren and have lived in the land a long
time—if you then become corrupt and make any
kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the Lord your
God and arousing his anger, | call the heavens and
the earth as witnesses against you this day that
you will quickly perish from the land that you are
crossing the Jordan to possess. You will not live
there long but will certainly be destroyed. The Lord
will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few
of you will survive among the nations to which the
Lord will drive you. There you will worship man-
made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see
or hear or eat or smell. But if from there you seek
WKH /RUG \RXU *RG \RX ZLOO ¢Q
him with all your heart and with all your soul.
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deep darkness. Then the Lord spoke to you out of
WKH ¢ UH
form; there was only a voice. He declared to you
his covenant, the Ten Commandments, which he
commanded you to follow and then wrote them on
two stone tablets. And the Lord directed me at that
time to teach you the decrees and laws you are to
follow in the land that you are crossing the Jordan
to possess.

You saw no form of any kind the day the

happened to you, then in later days you will return

<RX KHDUG WKH VR X @GheRUord RourGgd End\dbey Bid. BoRthe Lord

your God is a merciful God; he will not abandon

or destroy you or forget the covenant with your

DQFHVWRUV ZKLFK KH FRQ¢{¢UPHG
Ask now about the former days, long before

your time, from the day God created human beings

on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the

other. Has anything so great as this ever happened,

or has anything like it ever been heard of? Has any
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watch yourselves very carefully, so that you do not
become corrupt and make for yourselves an idol,
an image of any shape, whether formed like a man
or a woman, or like any animal on earth or any
ELUG WKDW ALHV LQ WKH DLU
PRYHVY DORQJ WKH JURXQG RU
below. And when you look up to the sky and see
the sun, the moon and the stars—all the heavenly
array—do not be enticed into bowing down to
them and worshiping things the Lord your God

RI ¢UH DV \RX KDYH DQG OLYHG
tried to take for himself one nation out of another
nation, by testings, by signs and wonders, by war,
by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by
gRe&t and. &Adsdn@ deEds HikeVdXKtbeHhing s D&V
@ \yoyvVEodLdl fof Kot id BYYdH bieYore your
very eyes?

You were shown these things so that you
might know that the Lord is God; besides him
there is no other. From heaven he made you hear
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his voice to discipline you. On earth he showed you is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart
KLV JUHDW ¢UH DQG \RX KHDU @n&Kwiti afl RdurGdul ldndRvAthRaX ygurRstrength.
WKH ¢UH %HFDXVH KH ORYHG \Rhé¢se EdQriratdmeisiihdt Dyesyda koRay Hre to
their descendants after them, he brought you out be on your hearts. Impress them on your children.
RI (J\SW E\ KLV 3UHVHQFH D QG Téalk bdut tHedrVWhenhyalusiQat Wokne &vidRwhen
drive out before you nations greater and stronger you walk along the road, when you lie down and
than you and to bring you into their land to give it when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your
to you for your inheritance, as it is today. hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write
Acknowledge and take to heart this day that them on the doorframes of your houses and on
the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth your gates.
below. There is no other. Keep his decrees and When the Lord your God brings you into
commands, which | am giving you today, so thatit the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham,
may go well with you and your children after you Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large,
and that you may live long in the land the Lord ARXULVKLQJ FLWLHV \RX GLG QR\
your God gives you for all time. with all kinds of good things you did not provide,
Then Moses set aside three cities east of the wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive
Jordan, to which anyone who had killed a person groves you did not plant—then when you eat and
FRXOG AHH LI WKH\ KDG XQLQ@WHQWIOLWIOQ\D(HT® EHORKHHIXO WKD)
neighbor without malice aforethought. They could Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the
AHH LQWR RQH RI WKHVH FLWL Hand fQl&eyDYH WKHLU OLIH 7KH
cities were these: Bezer in the wilderness plateau, Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and
for the Reubenites; Ramoth in Gilead, for the take your oaths in his name. Do not follow other
Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, for the Manassites. gods, the gods of the peoples around you; for the
This is the law Moses set before the Lord your God, who is among you, is a jealous God
Israelites. These are the stipulations, decrees and and his anger will burn against you, and he will
laws Moses gave them when they came out of Egypt destroy you from the face of the land. Do not put
DQG ZHUH LQ WKH YDOOH\ QH Dthe 1%rH YUt GdeHtR the tedd AsWouRlid aNfaldsah.
Jordan, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, Be sure to keep the commands of the Lord your
who reigned in Heshbon and was defeated by God and the stipulations and decrees he has given
Moses and the Israelites as they came out of Egypt. you. Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight,
They took possession of his land and the land of so that it may go well with you and you may go
Og king of Bashan, the two Amorite kings east of in and take over the good land the Lord promised
the Jordan. This land extended from Aroer on the on oath to your ancestors, thrusting out all your
rim of the Arnon Gorge to Mount Sirion (that is, enemies before you, as the Lord said.

Hermon), and included all the Arabah east of the In the future, when your son asks you,
Jordan, as far as the Dead Sea, below the slopes of “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees
3LVJIDK and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?”
WHOO KLP 3:H ZHUH VOD\_(HV R
DAY 04 READING but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a

mighty hand. Before our eyes the Lord sent signs
and wonders—qgreat and terrible—on Egypt and
These are the commands, decrees and 3KDUDRK DQG KLV ZKROH KRXVHKI

laws the Lofd your God directed me to tea_ch YOU s out from there to bring us in and give us the
to observe in the land that you are crossing the 5,4 he promised on oath to our ancestors. The
Jordan to possess, so that you, your children and | .4 commanded us to obey all these decrees and
their children after them may fear the Lord your 1 'tear the Lord our God, so that we might always
God as long as you I'V.e by keeping all his decrees prosper and be kept aIivé, as is the case today. And
and commands that I give you, and so that you may if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord

enjoy Io_ng life. Hear, Isra_lel, and be careful to obey our God, as he has commanded us, that will be our
so that it may go well with you and that you may ’ '

ight
LQFUHDVH JURDWO\ LQ D 0D Q& AREIHLF loofforP @ ctPiia 1 am
honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, giving you today, so that you may live and increase

promised you.
Hear. O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord and may enter and possess the land the Lord



promised on oath to your ancestors. Remember
how the Lord your God led you all the way in the
wilderness these forty years, to humble and test
you in order to know what was in your heart,
whether or not you would keep his commands.
He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then
feeding you with manna, which neither you nor
your ancestors had known, to teach you that man
does not live on bread alone but on every word that
comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothes
did not wear out and your feet did not swell during
these forty years. Know then in your heart that as
a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God
disciplines you.

Observe the commands of the Lord your
God, walking in obedience to him and revering
him. For the Lord your God is bringing you into
a good land—a land with brooks, streams, and
deep springs gushing out into the valleys and hills;

not obeying the Lord your God.

Hear, Israel: You are now about to cross the
Jordan to go in and dispossess nations greater and
stronger than you, with large cities that have walls
up to the sky. The people are strong and tall—
Anakites! You know about them and have heard it
said: “Who can stand up against the Anakites?” But
be assured today that the Lord your God is the one
ZKR JRHVY DFURVYV DKHDG RI \RX O
He will destroy them; he will subdue them before
you. And you will drive them out and annihilate
them quickly, as the Lord has promised you.

After the Lord your God has driven them
out before you, do not say to yourself, “The Lord
has brought me here to take possession of this
land because of my righteousness.” No, it is on
account of the wickedness of these nations that the
Lord is going to drive them out before you. It is not
because of your righteousness or your integrity

D ODQG ZLWK ZKHDW DQG E D U Ghat\yolY &r@® gbing DnQ@takel paEdadsisnvof their
pomegranates, olive oil and honey; a land where land; but on account of the wickedness of these
bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; nations, the Lord your God will drive them out
a land where the rocks are iron and you can dig before you, to accomplish what he swore to your
copper out of the hills. fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Understand,
'KHQ \RX KDYH HDWHQ D QHen,fhatht isvhbtWdcausdidd your righteousness
praise the Lord your God for the good land he has that the Lord your God is giving you this good land
given you. Be careful that you do not forget the WR SRVVHVV IRU \RX DUH D VWL
Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, Remember this and never forget how you
his laws and his decrees that | am giving you this aroused the anger of the Lord your God in the
GD\ 2WKHUZLVH ZKHQ \RX H DWddn@ss. Hohkhe\dayWdu\eft @y pt until you
ZKHQ \RX EXLOG ¢QH KRXVHYVarivedGery, by M@ Heel irelous against the
DQG ZKHQ \RXU KHUGV DQG ARBM.\At HOrBZyoD Broudétl theQGrd’s wrath so

your silver and gold increase and all you have is
multiplied, then your heart will become proud and
you will forget the Lord your God, who brought
you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He
led you through the vast and dreadful wilderness,
that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous
snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out
of hard rock. He gave you manna to eat in the
wilderness, something your ancestors had never
known, to humble and test you so that in the end
it might go well with you. You may say to yourself,
“My power and the strength of my hands have
produced this wealth for me.” But remember the
Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability
WR SURGXFH ZHDOWK DQG VR
which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.

If you ever forget the Lord your God and
follow other gods and worship and bow down
to them, | testify against you today that you will
surely be destroyed. Like the nations the Lord
destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for

that he was angry enough to destroy you. When

| went up on the mountain to receive the tablets

of stone, the tablets of the covenant that the Lord

had made with you, | stayed on the mountain forty

days and forty nights; | ate no bread and drank

no water. The Lord gave me two stone tablets
LQVFULEHG E\ WKH ¢QJHU RI *RG
the commandments the Lord proclaimed to you

RQ WKH PRXQWDLQ RXW RI WKH ¢
assembly.

At the end of the forty days and forty nights,
the Lord gave me the two stone tablets, the tablets
of the covenant. Then the Lord told me, “Go down
from here at once, because your people whom you
Fdr@ht AlPoV ERylptvhavd& DEEDQ® @Wipt. They
have turned away quickly from what | commanded
them and have made an idol for themselves.”

And the Lord said to me, “I have seen this
SHRSOH DQG WKH\ DUH D VWL Qt
Let me alone, so that | may destroy them and blot
out their name from under heaven. And | will make
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you into a nation stronger and more numerous generation, giving them one final choice: life or

than they.” death, blessing or curse. His song warns of future
So | turned and went down from the rebellion but promises God’s ultimate faithfulness.

PRXQWDLQ ZKLOH LW ZDV DEODThen he blesses each tribe and prepares to die.

tablets of the covenant were in my hands. When |

looked, | saw that you had sinned against the Lord These are the terms of the covenant the Lord

your God; you had made for yourselves an idol cast commanded Moses to make with the Israelites in

in the shape of a calf. You had turned aside quickly Moab, in addition to the covenant he had made
from the way that the Lord had commanded you. \ith them at Horeb.

So | took the two tablets and threw them out of my Moses summoned all the Israelites and said
hands, breaking them to pieces before your eyes. g them:
Then once again | fell prostrate before the Your eyes have seen all that the Lord did

Lord for forty days and forty nights; | ate no bread | Q (J\SW WR 3KDUDRK WR DOO

and drank no water, because of all the sin you had 3| his land. With your own eyes you saw those

committed, doing what was evil in the Lord’s sight  great trials, those signs and great wonders. But to

and so arousing his anger. | feared the anger and thjs day the Lord has not given you a mind that

wrath of the Lord, for he was angry enough with  ynderstands or eyes that see or ears that hear. Yet

you to destroy you. But again the Lord listened to  the Lord says, “During the forty years that | led

me. And the Lord was angry enough with Aaron yoy through the wilderness, your clothes did not

to destroy him, but at that time | prayed for Aaron  \ear out, nor did the sandals on your feet. You ate

too. Also | took that sinful th|ng of yours, the calf no bread and drank no wine or other fermented

\RX KDG PDGH DQG EXUQHG L Wink @di¥HidkodHtou ifgHt@now that | am

FUXVKHG LW DQG JURXQG LW Wtﬁé@ﬁj%&l%dﬂv ¢QH DV GXVW

DQG WKUHZ WKH GXVW LQWR D VW UiieRydl keRWedARDRAR, SRR khg of

the mountain. +HVKERQ DQG 2J NLQJ RI %DVKDQ
You also made the Lord angry at Taberah, against us, but we defeated them. We took their

at Massah and at Kibroth Hattaavah. land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites,
Andwhenthe Lord sentyou outfrom Kadesh  the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

Barnea, he said, “Go up and take possession of the Carefully follow the terms of this covenant,

land | have given you.” But you rebelled against o that you may prosper in everything you do. All

the command of the Lord your God. You did not  of you are standing today in the presence of the

trust him or Obey him. You have been rebellious Lord your God_your leaders and chief men, your

against the Lord ever since | have known you. HOGHUV DQG R FLDOV DQG DOO W
| lay prostrate before the Lord those forty together with your children and your wives, and

days and forty nights because the Lord had said he the foreigners living in your camps who chop your

would destroy you. | prayed to the Lord and said, \ood and carry your water. You are standing here

“Sovereign Lord, do not destroy your people, your jn order to enter into a covenant with the Lord

own inheritance that you redeemed by your great your God, a covenant the Lord is making with you

power and brought out of Egypt with a mighty WKLV GD\ DQG VHDOLQJ ZLWK DQ

hand. Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac thjs day as his people, that he may be your God as

and Jacob. Overlook the stubbornness of this he promised you and as he swore to your fathers,

people, their wickedness and their sin. Otherwise, Apraham, Isaac and Jacob. | am making this

the country from which you brought us will say, covenant, with its oath, not only with you who are

‘Because the Lord was not able to take them into standing here with us today in the presence of the

the land he had promised them, and because he | ord our God but also with those who are not here
hated them, he brought them out to put them to  today.

death in the wilderness.” But they are your people, You yourselves know how we lived in Egypt
your inheritance that you brought out by your and how we passed through the countries on the
great power and your outstretched arm.” way here. You saw among them their detestable

images and idols of wood and stone, of silver and
DAY 05 READING gold. Make sure there is no man or woman, clan

or tribe among you today whose heart turns away

VIGEEE RS (D eavETER: Wil (TS e from the Lord our God to go and worship the gods



of those nations; make sure there is no root among
you that produces such bitter poison.

When such a person hears the words of this
oath and they invoke a blessing on themselves,
thinking, “I will be safe, even though | persist in
going my own way,” they will bring disaster on
the watered land as well as the dry. The Lord will
never be willing to forgive them; his wrath and
zeal will burn against them. All the curses written
in this book will fall on them, and the Lord will
blot out their names from under heaven. The Lord
will single them out from all the tribes of Israel for
disaster, according to all the curses of the covenant
written in this Book of the Law.

Your children who follow you in later
generations and foreigners who come from distant
lands will see the calamities that have fallen on
the land and the diseases with which the Lord

the heavens, from there the Lord your God will
gather you and bring you back. He will bring you to
the land that belonged to your ancestors, and you
will take possession of it. He will make you more
prosperous and numerous than your ancestors.
The Lord your God will circumcise your hearts
and the hearts of your descendants, so that you
may love him with all your heart and with all your
soul, and live. The Lord your God will put all these
curses on your enemies who hate and persecute
you. You will again obey the Lord and follow all
his commands | am giving you today. Then the
Lord your God will make you most prosperous in
all the work of your hands and in the fruit of your
womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of
your land. The Lord will again delight in you and
make you prosperous, just as he delighted in your
ancestors, if you obey the Lord your God and keep

KDV D LFWHG LW 7KH ZKROH On3Qdinnahds éndelecrdes Bhtld® wi@tan in this

waste of salt and sulfur—nothing planted, nothing
sprouting, no vegetation growing on it. It will be
like the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah,
Admah and Zeboyim, which the Lord overthrew

Book of the Law and turn to the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.
Now what | am commanding you today is

QRW WRR GL FXOW IRU \RX RU EH

LQ ¢HUFH DQJHU $00 WKH QD W& QMn Hea@ed, S0 that you: kaveKdagk, “Who
WKH /RUG GRQH WKLV WR WKL Wil@dzépdbinto: keavev kKoLget i addJgradliaim it to

burning anger?”

And the answer will be: “It is because this
people abandoned the covenant of the Lord, the
God of their ancestors, the covenant he made with
them when he brought them out of Egypt. They

us so we may obey it?” Nor is it beyond the sea, so
that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get
it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” No, the
word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in
your heart so you may obey it.

ZHQW R DQG ZRUVKLSHG RWKHU JBBeQ3 setheforéyoh tedaite and prosperity,

down to them, gods they did not know, gods he
had not given them. Therefore the Lord’s anger
burned against this land, so that he brought on it
all the curses written in this book. In furious anger
and in great wrath the Lord uprooted them from
their land and thrust them into another land, as it
is now.”

The secret things belong to the Lord our
God, but the things revealed belong to us and to
our children forever, that we may follow all the
words of this law.

When all these blessings and curses | have
set before you come on you and you take them
to heart wherever the Lord your God disperses
you among the nations, and when you and your
children return to the Lord your God and obey him
with all your heart and with all your soul according
to everything | command you today, then the Lord
your God will restore your fortunes and have
compassion on you and gather you again from all
the nations where he scattered you. Even if you
have been banished to the most distant land under

death and destruction. For | command you today

to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to

him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws;
then you will live and increase, and the Lord your

God will bless you in the land you are entering to

possess.

But if your heart turns away and you are
not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow
down to other gods and worship them, | declare to
you this day that you will certainly be destroyed.
You will not live long in the land you are crossing
the Jordan to enter and possess.

This day I call the heavens and the earth as
witnesses against you that | have set before you
life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose
life, so that you and your children may live and
that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his
voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your
life, and he will give you many years in the land he
swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.

Then Moses went out and spoke these words
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to all Israel: “l am now a hundred and twenty years
old and I am no longer able to lead you. The Lord
has said to me, ‘You shall not cross the Jordan.’
The Lord your God himself will cross over ahead of
you. He will destroy these nations before you, and
you will take possession of their land. Joshua also
will cross over ahead of you, as the Lord said. And
the Lord will do to them what he did to Sihon and
Og, the kings of the Amorites, whom he destroyed
along with their land. The Lord will deliver them
to you, and you must do to them all that | have
commanded you. Be strong and courageous. Do
QRW EH DIUDLG RU WHUUL¢HG
Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave
you nor forsake you.”

Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to
him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and
courageous, for you must go with this people into
the land that the Lord swore to their ancestors to
give them, and you must divide it among them as
their inheritance. The Lord himself goes before
you and will be with you; he will never leave
you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged.”

So Moses wrote down this law and gave it
to the Levitical priests, who carried the ark of the
covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel.
Then Moses commanded them: “At the end of
every seven years, in the year for canceling debts,
during the Festival of Tabernacles, when all Israel
comes to appear before the Lord your God at the
place he will choose, you shall read this law before
them in their hearing. Assemble the people—men,
women and children, and the foreigners residing
in your towns—so they can listen and learn to
fear the Lord your God and follow carefully all the
words of this law. Their children, who do not know
this law, must hear it and learn to fear the Lord
your God as long as you live in the land you are
crossing the Jordan to possess.”

The Lord said to Moses, “Now the day
of your death is near. Call Joshua and present
yourselves at the tent of meeting, where | will
commission him.” So Moses and Joshua came and
presented themselves at the tent of meeting.

Then the Lord appeared at the tentin a pillar
of cloud, and the cloud stood over the entrance to
the tent. And the Lord said to Moses: “You are
going to rest with your ancestors, and these people
will soon prostitute themselves to the foreign gods
of the land they are entering. They will forsake me
and break the covenant | made with them. And in
that day | will become angry with them and forsake

them; | will hide my face from them, and they will
be destroyed. Many disasters and calamities will
come on them, and in that day they will ask, ‘Have
not these disasters come on us because our God is
not with us?’ And | will certainly hide my face in
that day because of all their wickedness in turning
to other gods.

“Now write down this song and teach it
to the Israelites and have them sing it, so that it
may be a witness for me against them. When |
KDYH EURXJKW WKHP LQWR WKH O
and honey, the land | promised on oath to their
PIQFBHXWR BY WIKGE ZIKRHIQ WKKIH\ HD W
they will turn to other gods and worship them,
rejecting me and breaking my covenant. And when
many disasters and calamities come on them, this
song will testify against them, because it will not
be forgotten by their descendants. | know what
they are disposed to do, even before | bring them
into the land | promised them on oath.” So Moses
wrote down this song that day and taught it to the
Israelites.

The Lord gave this command to Joshua son
of Nun: “Be strong and courageous, for you will
bring the Israelites into the land | promised them
on oath, and | myself will be with you.”

$IWHU ORVHV ¢(¢QLVKHG ZULWL
words of this law from beginning to end, he gave
this command to the Levites who carried the ark
of the covenant of the Lord: “Take this Book of the
Law and place it beside the ark of the covenant of
the Lord your God. There it will remain as a witness
DIJDLQVW \RX )RU , NQRZ KRZ UH
necked you are. If you have been rebellious against
the Lord while | am still alive and with you, how
much more will you rebel after | die! Assemble
before me all the elders of your tribes and all
\RXU R FLDOV VR WKDW , FDQ VS
their hearing and call the heavens and the earth
to testify against them. For | know that after my
death you are sure to become utterly corrupt and
to turn from the way | have commanded you. In
days to come, disaster will fall on you because you
will do evil in the sight of the Lord and arouse his
anger by what your hands have made.”

And Moses recited the words of this song
from beginning to end in the hearing of the whole
assembly of Israel:

Listen, you heavens, and | will speak; hear,
you earth, the words of my mouth. Let my teaching
fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like
showers on new grass, like abundant rain on tender
plants. | will proclaim the name of the Lord. Oh,



praise the greatness of our God! He is the Rock,
his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A
faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just
is he.

They are corrupt and not his children;
to their shame they are a warped and crooked
generation. Is this the way you repay the Lord, you
foolish and unwise people? Is he not your Father,
your Creator, who made you and formed you?

Remember the days of old; consider the
generations long past. Ask your father and he
will tell you, your elders, and they will explain to
you. When the Most High gave the nations their
inheritance, when he divided all mankind, he set
up boundaries for the peoples according to the
number of the sons of Israel. For the Lord’s portion
is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance.

In a desert land he found him, in a barren
and howling waste. He shielded him and cared for
him; he guarded him as the apple of his eye, like
an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its
young, that spreads its wings to catch them and
carries them aloft. The Lord alone led him; no
foreign god was with him. He made him ride on
the heights of the land and fed him with the fruit of
WKH ¢HOGV

foundations of the mountains.

“I will heap calamities on them and spend
my arrows against them. | will send wasting famine
against them, consuming pestilence and deadly
plague; | will send against them the fangs of wild
beasts, the venom of vipers that glide in the dust.

In the street the sword will make them childless;

in their homes terror will reign. The young men

and young women will perish, the infants and

those with gray hair. | said | would scatter them

and erase their name from human memory, but |

dreaded the taunt of the enemy, lest the adversary
misunderstand and say, ‘Our hand has triumphed,;

the Lord has not done all this.”

They are a nation without sense, there is no
discernment in them. If only they were wise and
would understand this and discern what their end
will be! How could one man chase a thousand, or
WZR SXW WHQ WKRXVDQG WR ALJ
had sold them, unless the Lord had given them
up? For their rock is not like our Rock, as even
our enemies concede. Their vine comes from the
YLQH RI 6RGRP DQG IURP WKH ¢H
7TKHLU JUDSHV DUH ¢(¢OOHG ZLWK
clusters with bitterness. Their wine is the venom

+H QRXULVKHG KL Bf sipants, tedaadly paisrriPof\toKréls.
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lambs and goats, with choice rams of Bashan and

In due time their foot will slip; their day of disaster

WKH ¢QHVW NHUQHOV RI ZKHD Ws ned& xndxheD d@din Wdhes updD thent)'J

blood of the grape.
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The Lord will vindicate his people and

IDW D Q GeleNtlcéngdinihg hig S&a&h(S when he sees their

with food, they became heavy and sleek. They strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free.

abandoned the God who made them and rejected
the Rock their Savior. They made him jealous with
their foreign gods and angered him with their

GHWHVWDEOH LGROV 7KH\
which are not God—gods they had not known,

gods that recently appeared, gods your ancestors

did not fear. You deserted the Rock, who fathered
you; you forgot the God who gave you birth.
The Lord saw this and rejected them

He will say: “Now where are their gods, the rock
they took refuge in, the gods who ate the fat of
WKHLU VDFUL¢{¢FHVY DQG GUDQN W]
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give you shelter!

“See now that | myself am he! There is no
god besides me. | put to death and | bring to life,
| have wounded and | will heal, and no one can
deliver out of my hand. | lift my hand to heaven

because he was angered by his sons and daughters.and solemnly swear: As surely as | live forever,

“I will hide my face from them,” he said, “and see
what their end will be; for they are a perverse
generation, children who are unfaithful. They

ZKHQ , VKDUSHQ P\ ADVKLQJ VZRI
grasps it in judgment, | will take vengeance on
my adversaries and repay those who hate me. |

made me jealous by what is no god and angered will make my arrows drunk with blood, while my

me with their worthless idols. | will make them
envious by those who are not a people; | will make
them angry by a nation that has no understanding.

VZRUG GHYRXUV AHVK WKH EORR!
captives, the heads of the enemy leaders.”
Rejoice, you nations, with his people, for he

JRU D ¢UH ZLOO EH NLQGOHG Wil &é&ngellie\WMdod dR QitseWakts; \We will take

burns down to the realm of the dead below. It will

vengeance on his enemies and make atonement

GHYRXU WKH HDUWK DQG LWV HKdhisYand/andjped@eG VHW D¢UH WKH
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Moses came with Joshua son of Nun and
spoke all the words of this song in the hearing of
WKH SHRSOH
words to all Israel, he said to them, “Take to heart
all the words | have solemnly declared to you this
day, so that you may command your children to
obey carefully all the words of this law. They are
not just idle words for you—they are your life. By
them you will live long in the land you are crossing
the Jordan to possess.”

On that same day the Lord told Moses, “Go
up into the Abarim Range to Mount Nebo in Moab,
across from Jericho, and view Canaan, the land |
am giving the Israelites as their own possession.
There on the mountain that you have climbed you
will die and be gathered to your people, just as
your brother Aaron died on Mount Hor and was
gathered to his people. This is because both of you
broke faith with me in the presence of the Israelites
at the waters of Meribah Kadesh in the Desert of
Zin and because you did not uphold my holiness
among the Israelites. Therefore, you will see the
land only from a distance; you will not enter the
land | am giving to the people of Israel.”

This is the blessing that Moses the man of
God pronounced on the Israelites before his death.
He said:

“The Lord came from Sinai and dawned
over them from Seir; he shone forth from Mount
3DUDQ
the south, from his mountain slopes. Surely it is
you who love the people; all the holy ones are in
your hand. At your feet they all bow down, and
from you receive instruction, the law that Moses

his skills, Lord, and be pleased with the work of his
hands. Strike down those who rise against him, his

:KHQ ORVHV ¢ QL Vikds @l theyl fFdeWolnipdle. DOO WKHVH

About Benjamin he said: “Let the beloved of
the Lord rest secure in him, for he shields him all
day long, and the one the Lord loves rests between
his shoulders.”

About Joseph he said: “May the Lord bless
his land with the precious dew from heaven above
and with the deep waters that lie below; with the
EHVW WKH VXQ EULQJV IRUWK DQ
can yield; with the choicest gifts of the ancient
mountains and the fruitfulness of the everlasting
hills; with the best gifts of the earth and its fullness
and the favor of him who dwelt in the burning
bush. Let all these rest on the head of Joseph,
on the brow of the prince among his brothers. In
PDMHVW\ KH LV OLNH D ¢UVWERU
the horns of a wild ox. With them he will gore the
nations, even those at the ends of the earth. Such
are the ten thousands of Ephraim; such are the
thousands of Manasseh.”

About Zebulun he said: “Rejoice, Zebulun,
in your going out, and you, Issachar, in your tents.
They will summon peoples to the mountain and
WKHUH R HU WKH VDFUL¢{FHV RI W
feast on the abundance of the seas, on the treasures
hidden in the sand.”

About Gad he said: “Blessed is he who

+H FDPH ZLWK P\ULD G \enRigeK R5@d's RIQdid! GaddR Res there like a

lion, tearing at arm or head. He chose the best
land for himself; the leader’s portion was kept for
him. When the heads of the people assembled,
he carried out the Lord’s righteous will, and his

gave us, the possession of the assembly of Jacob.judgments concerning Israel.”

He was king over Jeshurun when the leaders of the
people assembled, along with the tribes of Israel.
“Let Reuben live and not die, nor his people
be few.”
And this he said about Judah: “Hear, Lord,
the cry of Judah; bring him to his people. With his

About Dan he said: “Dan is a lion’s cub,
springing out of Bashan.”

About Naphtali he said: “Naphtali is
abounding with the favor of the Lord and is full of
his blessing; he will inherit southward to the lake.”

About Asher he said: “Most blessed of sons

own hands he defends his cause. Oh, be his help is Asher; let him be favored by his brothers, and

against his foes!”

About Levi he said: “Your Thummim and
Urim belong to your faithful servant. You tested
him at Massah; you contended with him at the
waters of Meribah. He said of his father and mother,
‘I have no regard for them.” He did not recognize
his brothers or acknowledge his own children,
but he watched over your word and guarded your

let him bathe his feet in oil. The bolts of your gates
will be iron and bronze, and your strength will
equal your days.

“There is no one like the God of Jeshurun,
who rides across the heavens to help you and on
the clouds in his majesty. The eternal God is your
refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.
He will drive out your enemies before you, saying,

covenant. He teaches your precepts to Jacob and ‘Destroy them!” So Israel will live in safety; Jacob
\RXU ODZ WR ,VUDHO +H R HUWill dwEF seQukeHh &lahidRoUdrain Bnd new wine,
DQG ZKROH EXUQW R HULQJV RWherd thé&) hEa@ensDdbp %e®@.HBIEgsdd Qi@ you,



Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord? Join us for our Public Reading of Scripture
He is your shield and helper and your glorious this week! We o er weekly sessions where we
sword_. Your enemies will cower before you, and read Scripture together and re ect on God's
you will tread on their heights.” Word. Check your church communications

, for times and locations.
The great prophet’s work is done. From the top

of Mount Nebo, Moses sees the land he’ll never
enter. His death marks the end of an era, but his
legacy - the law, the covenant, the example of faith

- will guide Israel forever.

Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the
SODLQV RI ORDE WR WKH WRS RI 3LVJDK DFURVV IURP
Jericho. There the Lord showed him the whole
land—from Gilead to Dan, all of Naphtali, the
territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of
Judah as far as the Mediterranean Sea, the Negev
and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho,
WKH &LW\ RI 3DOPV DV IDU DV =RDU 7KHQ WKH /RUG
said to him, “This is the land | promised on oath to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when | said, ‘I will give
it to your descendants.’ | have let you see it with
your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”

And Moses the servant of the Lord died
there in Moab, as the Lord had said. He buried
KLP LQ ORDE LQ WKH YDOOH\ RSSRVLWH %HWK 3HRU EXW
to this day no one knows where his grave is. Moses
was a hundred and twenty years old when he died,
yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone.
The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of
Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and
mourning was over.

1RZ -RVKXD VRQ Rl 1XQ zZDV ¢(¢OOHG ZLWK

the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his
hands on him. So the Israelites listened to him
and did what the Lord had commanded Moses.

Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel
like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, who
did all those signs and wonders the Lord sent him
WR GR LQ (J\SW2WR 3KDUDRK DQG WR DOO KLV R FLDOV
and to his whole land. For no one has ever shown
the mighty power or performed the awesome
deeds that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.

Forty years of wandering are over. The
generation of slaves has died in the wilderness.
Their children, born free, stand ready to claim
their inheritance. Moses is gone, but his successor
Joshua waits in the wings. The Promised Land
beckons. The real journey is about to begin.
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Weekend Message Notes:

Discussion Questions for Small Groups

1.

Israel complained constantly over God’s provision in the wilderness. Wha t's the
di erence between honestly talking to God and grumbling?

Ten spies saw giants; two saw God’s promises ful lled. How does fear keep you fr om
experiencing the depth of God’s love and provision for you?

Even Moses faced consequences for his disobedience. Describe a moment when the
consequences of your choices kept you from realizing a goal or experiencing God 'S
grace.

God provided daily manna. What are some speci ¢ ways you've experienced God’s
daily provision?

The wilderness revealed Israel’s hearts. What is a current “wilderness” teac hing you
about your relationship with God?

Family Discussion Questions Week 6

For Families with Elementary-Age Children:

Why did the people have to wander in the desert for 40 years?
How did God take care of them even when they disobeyed?
What can we learn from making mistakes?

For Families with Teens:

Spoiler alert, the Israelite’s stories can be a mirror and show us how we are with God
you are honest with yourself, what similarities do you see in yourself?

What'’s the cost of letting fear make your decisions?

How has God used di cult seasons to shape your character?

f



WEEK 07 THE BATTLE BEGINS

Scripture: Joshua 1-2, 6, 8, 10-11, 23-24

DAY 01 READING

Moses is dead. The mantle of leadership falls
on Joshua, the spy who believed, the warrior
who never doubted. Now he must lead a new
generation across the Jordan River into a land
of fortified cities and fierce warriors. But God’s
promise remains: “Be strong and courageous.”

After the death of Moses the servant of the
Lord, the Lord said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’
aide: “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you
and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan
River into the land | am about to give to them—
to the Israelites. | will give you every place where
you set your foot, as | promised Moses. Your
territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon,
and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the
Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the
west. No one will be able to stand against you all
the days of your life. As | was with Moses, so | will
be with you; | will never leave you nor forsake you.

Be strong and courageous, because you will lead

these people to inherit the land | swore to their
ancestors to give them.

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful
to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you;
do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that

you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this

Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate
on it day and night, so that you may be careful
to do everything written in it. Then you will be
prosperous and successful. Have | not commanded
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will
be with you wherever you go.”

6R -RVKXD RUGHUHG WK
people: “Go through the camp and tell the people,
‘Get your provisions ready. Three days from now
you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take
possession of the land the Lord your God is giving
you for your own.”

But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the
half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, “Remember
the command that Moses the servant of the Lord
gave you after he said, ‘The Lord your God will
give you rest by giving you this land.” Your wives,
your children and your livestock may stay in the
land that Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but

DOO \RXU ¢(JKWLQJ PHQ UHDG\ IR
over ahead of your fellow Israelites. You are to help
them until the Lord gives them rest, as he has done
for you, and until they too have taken possession
of the land the Lord your God is giving them. After
that, you may go back and occupy your own land,
which Moses the servant of the Lord gave you east
of the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you
have commanded us we will do, and wherever you
send us we will go. Just as we fully obeyed Moses,
so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your God
be with you as he was with Moses. Whoever rebels
against your word and does not obey it, whatever
you may command them, will be put to death.
Only be strong and courageous!”

Before the conquest begins, Joshua sends spies
into Jericho. There they meet an unlikely ally,
Rahab - a prostitute who recognizes the hand of
Israel's God. Her faith will save not only her life
but earn her a place in the lineage of kings.

Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two
spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he
said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered
the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed
there.

The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some
of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out
the land.” So the king of Jericho sent this message
to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you
and entered your house, because they have come
to spy out the whole land.”

But the woman had taken the two men and
hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me,

"Rt Ak HUHOR T s S B8 tiose he oty gate,

they left. | don’t know which way they went. Go

after them quickly. You may catch up with them.”

(But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden
WKHP XQGHU WKH VWDONV RI AD]|
the roof.) So the men set out in pursuit of the spies

on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan,

and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate
was shut.

Before the spies lay down for the night, she
went up on the roof and said to them, “I know that
the Lord has given you this land and that a great
fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in
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this country are melting in fear because of you. We
have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the

Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and

what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the
Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely
destroyed. When we heard of it, our hearts melted

DAY 02 READING

The first city to fall is Jericho, but not through
conventional warfare. God'’s strategy is strange:
march, blow trumpets, and shout. The walls that

you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above
and on the earth below.

“Now then, please swear to me by the
Lord that you will show kindness to my family,

This is God’s battle, not man’s.

Now the gates of Jericho were securely
barred because of the Israelites. No one went out

because | have shown kindness to you. Give me a and no one came in.

sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father
and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who
belong to them—and that you will save us from
death.”

“Our lives for your lives!” the men assured
her. “If you don't tell what we are doing, we will
treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives
us the land.”

So she let them down by a rope through the
window, for the house she lived in was part of the
city wall. She said to them, “Go to the hills so the
SXUVXHUV ZLOO QRW QG \RX
three days until they return, and then go on your
way.”

Now the men had said to her, “This oath
you made us swear will not be binding on us
unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this
scarlet cord in the window through which you let
us down, and unless you have brought your father
and mother, your brothers and all your family into
your house. If any of them go outside your house
into the street, their blood will be on their own
heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who
are in the house with you, their blood will be on
our head if a hand is laid on them. But if you tell
what we are doing, we will be released from the
oath you made us swear.”

“Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.”

So she sent them away, and they departed.

And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.

When they left, they went into the hills
and stayed there three days, until the pursuers
had searched all along the road and returned
ZLWKRXW ¢(¢QGLQJ WKHP 7KHQ
back. They went down out of the hills, forded the
river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him
everything that had happened to them. They said
to Joshua, “The Lord has surely given the whole
land into our hands; all the people are melting in
fear because of us.”

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, | have
delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its

NLQJ DQG LWV ¢(JKWLQJ PHQ ODU

once with all the armed men. Do this for six days.
Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in
front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around
the city seven times, with the priests blowing the
trumpets. When you hear them sound a long blast
on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud
shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and
the army will go up, everyone straight in.”

+ L G Pp Jeshwue son o Myngaligdihe origsts and
said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of
the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in
front of it.” And he ordered the army, “Advance!
March around the city, with an armed guard going
ahead of the ark of the Lord.”

When Joshua had spoken to the people, the
seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before
the Lord went forward, blowing their trumpets,
and the ark of the Lord’s covenant followed them.
The armed guard marched ahead of the priests who
blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the
ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding. But
Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a
war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word
until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” So
he had the ark of the Lord carried around the city,
circling it once. Then the army returned to camp
and spent the night there.

Joshua got up early the next morning and
the priests took up the ark of the Lord. The seven
priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward,
rpRIching\befgee theyask of e Lowy and blowing
the trumpets. The armed men went ahead of
them and the rear guard followed the ark of the
Lord, while the trumpets kept sounding. So on the
second day they marched around the city once and
returned to the camp. They did this for six days.

On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak
and marched around the city seven times in the
same manner, except that on that day they circled



the city seven times. The seventh time around,
when the priests sounded the trumpet blast,
Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the
Lord has given you the city! The city and all that is
in it are to be devoted to the Lord. Only Rahab the
prostitute and all who are with her in her house

before Joshua’s army. The key to success remains
the same: obedience to God’'s commands.

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole
army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For |

shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent.have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his

But keep away from the devoted things, so that
you will not bring about your own destruction
by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make
the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring
trouble on it. All the silver and gold and the articles
of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and must
go into his treasury.”

When the trumpets sounded, the army
shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when
the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed;
so everyone charged straight in, and they took
the city. They devoted the city to the Lord and
destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—
men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and
donkeys.

Joshua said to the two men who had spied
out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house
and bring her out and all who belong to her, in
accordance with your oath to her.” So the young
men who had done the spying went in and brought
out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers
and sisters and all who belonged to her. They
brought out her entire family and put them in a
place outside the camp of Israel.

Then they burned the whole city and
everything in it, but they put the silver and gold
and the articles of bronze and iron into the
treasury of the Lord’s house. But Joshua spared
Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who

people, his city and his land. You shall do to Ai and
its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except
WKDW \RX PD\ FDUU\ R WKHLU SO
for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city.”

So Joshua and the whole army moved out
to attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand of his best
¢IJKWLQJ PHQ DQG VHQW WKHP RX!
orders: “Listen carefully. You are to set an ambush
behind the city. Don’t go very far from it. All of you
be on the alert. I and all those with me will advance
on the city, and when the men come out against
XV DV WKH\ GLG EHIRUH ZH ZLOO
will pursue us until we have lured them away from
the city, for they will say, ‘They are running away
IURP XV DV WKH\ GLG EHIRUH § 6F
them, you are to rise up from ambush and take the
city. The Lord your God will give it into your hand.
:KHQ \RX KDYH WDNHQ WKH FLW\
what the Lord has commanded. See to it; you have
my orders.”

7TKHQ -RVKXD VHQW WKHP R

to the place of ambush and lay in wait between
Bethel and Ai, to the west of Ai—but Joshua spent
that night with the people.

Early the next morning Joshua mustered
his army, and he and the leaders of Israel marched
before them to Ai. The entire force that was with
him marched up and approached the city and
arrived in front of it. They set up camp north of Ai,

belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua with the valley between them and the city. Joshua
had sent as spies to Jericho—and she livesamong KDG WDNHQ DERXW ¢YH WKRXVDQ

the Israelites to this day.

At that time Joshua pronounced this
solemn oath: “Cursed before the Lord is the one
who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: At the

in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of
the city. So the soldiers took up their positions—
with the main camp to the north of the city and the

ambush to the west of it. That night Joshua went

FRVW RI KLV ¢(UVWERUQ VRQ KHn®lHe @leyD\ LWV IRXQGDWLRQV

at the cost of his youngest he will set up its gates.”
So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame
spread throughout the land.

DAY 03 READING

Victory follows victory as Israel sweeps through
Canaan. The conquest isn't immediate, it takes
years of hard fighting. But city after city falls

When the king of Ai saw this, he and all the
men of the city hurried out early in the morning to
meet Israel in battle at a certain place overlooking
the Arabah. But he did not know that an ambush
had been set against him behind the city. Joshua
and all Israel let themselves be driven back before
WKHP DQG WKH\ AHG WRZDUG WK
men of Ai were called to pursue them, and they
pursued Joshua and were lured away from the
city. Not a man remained in Ai or Bethel who did
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not go after Israel. They left the city open and went
in pursuit of Israel.

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Hold out
toward Ai the javelin that is in your hand, for into
your hand | will deliver the city.” So Joshua held
out toward the city the javelin that was in his hand.
As soon as he did this, the men in the ambush rose
quickly from their position and rushed forward.
They entered the city and captured it and quickly
VHW LW RQ ¢(UH

of the ark of the covenant of the Lord, facing the
Levitical priests who carried it. Both the foreigners
living among them and the native-born were there.
Half of the people stood in front of Mount Gerizim
and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses
the servant of the Lord had formerly commanded
when he gave instructions to bless the people of
Israel.

Afterward, Joshua read all the words of
the law—the blessings and the curses—just as it

The men of Ailooked back and saw the smoke is written in the Book of the Law. There was not

of the city rising up into the sky, but they had no
chance to escape in any direction; the Israelites who

a word of all that Moses had commanded that
Joshua did not read to the whole assembly of

KDG EHHQ AHHLQJ WRZDUG W K Hszel OreltHin@theVwgmieDa@dd \shikde @ Hr@ the

back against their pursuers. For when Joshua and
all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city
and that smoke was going up from it, they turned
around and attacked the men of Ai. Those in the
ambush also came out of the city against them, so
that they were caught in the middle, with Israelites
on both sides. Israel cut them down, leaving them
neither survivors nor fugitives. But they took the
king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua.

:KHQ ,VUDHO KDG ¢ QLYVKHGwhen the Lord fights for Israel.

foreigners who lived among them.

DAY 04 READING

In one of Scripture’s most dramatic moments,
God makes the sun stand still so Joshua can
complete a battle. The God who created time itself
suspends it for His people. Nothing is impossible
PHQ
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had chased them, and when every one of them had

been put to the sword, all the Israelites returned to
Ai and killed those who were in it. Twelve thousand
men and women fell that day—all the people of Ai.
For Joshua did not draw back the hand that held
out his javelin until he had destroyed all who lived
LQ $L
livestock and plunder of this city, as the Lord had

instructed Joshua.

So Joshua burned Ai and made it a
permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this
day. He impaled the body of the king of Ai on a
pole and left it there until evening. At sunset,
Joshua ordered them to take the body from the
pole and throw it down at the entrance of the city
gate. And they raised a large pile of rocks over it,
which remains to this day.

Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar
to the Lord, the God of Israel, as Moses the servant
of the Lord had commanded the Israelites. He
built it according to what is written in the Book
of the Law of Moses—an altar of uncut stones,
on which no iron tool had been used. On it they

Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard
that Joshua had taken Ai and totally destroyed it,
doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho
and its king, and that the people of Gibeon had
made a treaty of peace with Israel and had become
their allies. He and his people were very much

%XW ,VUDHO GLG FDU U\alermddauthig/ BedaRseHBmaon wasvarKitdportant

city, like one of the royal cities; it was larger than
$L DQG DOO LWV PHQ ZHUH JRRG
Zedek king of Jerusalem appealed to Hoham king
RI +HEURQ 3LUDP NLQJ RI -DUPXYV
Lachish and Debir king of Eglon. “Come up and
help me attack Gibeon,” he said, “because it has
made peace with Joshua and the Israelites.”
7TKHQ WKH ¢YH NLQJV RI
kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish
and Eglon—joined forces. They moved up with all
their troops and took up positions against Gibeon
and attacked it.

The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua
in the camp at Gilgal: “Do not abandon your
servants. Come up to us quickly and save us! Help
us, because all the Amorite kings from the nhill

WK
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Israelites, Joshua wrote on stones a copy of the
law of Moses. All the Israelites, with their elders,

LQ \8KJIdstBia)avcHed EpHfrdRnl Gilg# With his
HOQOWLUH DUP\ LQFOXGLQJ DOO W
The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them;
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will be able to withstand you.”

After an all-night march from Gilgal,
Joshua took them by surprise. The Lord threw
them into confusion before Israel, so Joshua and
the Israelites defeated them completely at Gibeon.
Israel pursued them along the road going up to
Beth Horon and cut them down all the way to

DUH JRLQJ WR ¢(JKW ~’

they were left hanging on the poles until evening.
At sunset Joshua gave the order and they
took them down from the poles and threw them
into the cave where they had been hiding. At the
mouth of the cave they placed large rocks, which

$JHNDK DQG ODNNHGDK $V WK Hie thétexo Enis lByUH ,VUDHO

on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the
Lord hurled large hailstones down on them, and
more of them died from the hail than were killed
by the swords of the Israelites.

On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over
to Israel, Joshua said to the Lord in the presence
of Israel: “Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you,
moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.”

So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped,
till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is
written in the Book of Jashar.

The sun stopped in the middle of the sky
and delayed going down about a full day. There

That day Joshua took Makkedah. He put the
city and its king to the sword and totally destroyed
everyone in it. He left no survivors. And he did to
the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of
Jericho.

Then Joshua and all Israel with him moved
on from Makkedah to Libnah and attacked it. The
Lord also gave that city and its king into Israel’s
hand. The city and everyone in it Joshua put to the
sword. He left no survivors there. And he did to its
king as he had done to the king of Jericho.

Then Joshua and all Israel with him moved
on from Libnah to Lachish; he took up positions

has never been a day like it before or since, a day against it and attacked it. The Lord gave Lachish

when the Lord listened to a human being. Surely

into Israel's hands, and Joshua took it on the

WKH /RUG ZDV ¢(JKWLQJ IRU ,VUdetd@l day. The city and everyone in it he put to the

Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the
camp at Gilgal.
1RZ WKH ¢(YH NLQJV KDG
in the cave at Makkedah. When Joshua was told

WKDW WKH ¢YH NLQJV KDG EHHQ

cave at Makkedah, he said, “Roll large rocks up to
the mouth of the cave, and post some men there
to guard it. But don’t stop; pursue your enemies!
Attack them from the rear and don’t let them reach
their cities, for the Lord your God has given them
into your hand.”

So Joshua and the Israelites defeated them
completely, but a few survivors managed to reach
WKHLU IRUWL{HG FLWLHV 7KH
safely to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah, and no
one uttered a word against the Israelites.

Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave

sword, just as he had done to Libnah. Meanwhile,
Horam king of Gezer had come up to help Lachish,
uHIGshDadEfedteld Gi g his army—until no
survivors were left.

| RheRJIBshkid dad &l JsraeQwill iKkirdl moved

on from Lachish to Eglon; they took up positions

against it and attacked it. They captured it that

same day and put it to the sword and totally
destroyed everyone in it, just as they had done to
Lachish.

Then Joshua and all Israel with him went
up from Eglon to Hebron and attacked it. They
took the city and put it to the sword, together with
AKR@) ik VDIahEs ad ke veiQone thW. X hépleft@o
survivors. Just as at Eglon, they totally destroyed
it and everyone in it.

Then Joshua and all Israel with him turned

DQG EULQJ WKRVH ¢YH NLQJV auhdand/&tadkéd DelGrRThey KddK the city, its
EURXJKW WKH ¢YH NLQJV RXW RihghakdHtsF/illages? Whl putNHe@ do/thR sword.

Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon.
When they had brought these kings to Joshua,
he summoned all the men of Israel and said to
the army commanders who had come with him,
“Come here and put your feet on the necks of these
kings.” So they came forward and placed their feet
on their necks.

Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged. Be strong and courageous.
This is what the Lord will do to all the enemies you

Everyone in it they totally destroyed. They left no
survivors. They did to Debir and its king as they
had done to Libnah and its king and to Hebron.

So Joshua subdued the whole region,
including the hill country, the Negev, the western
foothills and the mountain slopes, together with
all their kings. He left no survivors. He totally
destroyed all who breathed, just as the Lord, the
God of Israel, had commanded. Joshua subdued
them from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza and from
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the whole region of Goshen to Gibeon. All these cities, but all the people they put to the sword
kings and their lands Joshua conquered in one until they completely destroyed them, not sparing
campaign, because the Lord, the God of Israel, anyone that breathed. As the Lord commanded his
fought for Israel. servant Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua, and
Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the Joshua did it; he left nothing undone of all that the

camp at Gilgal.

The northern kings unite against Israel with
horses, chariots, and armies “as numerous as the
sand on the seashore.” But numbers mean nothing
when God fights for His people. The conquest
continues until the land rests from war.

When Jabin king of Hazor heard of this, he
sent word to Jobab king of Madon, to the kings of
Shimron and Akshaph, and to the northern kings
who were in the mountains, in the Arabah south of
Kinnereth, in the western foothills and in Naphoth
Dor on the west; to the Canaanites in the east and
ZHVW WR WKH $PRULWHV +L
Jebusites in the hill country; and to the Hivites
below Hermon in the region of Mizpah. They
came out with all their troops and a large number
of horses and chariots—a huge army, as numerous
as the sand on the seashore. All these kings joined
forces and made camp together at the Waters of
OHURP WR ¢(JKW DJDLQVW ,VUD

The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid
of them, because by this time tomorrow | will
hand all of them, slain, over to Israel. You are to
hamstring their horses and burn their chariots.”

So Joshua and his whole army came against
them suddenly at the Waters of Merom and
attacked them, and the Lord gave them into the
hand of Israel. They defeated them and pursued
them all the way to Greater Sidon, to Misrephoth
Maim, and to the Valley of Mizpah on the east,
until no survivors were left. Joshua did to them as
the Lord had directed: He hamstrung their horses
and burned their chariots.

At that time Joshua turned back and
captured Hazor and put its king to the sword.
(Hazor had been the head of all these kingdoms.)
Everyone in it they put to the sword. They totally
destroyed them, not sparing anyone that breathed,
and he burned Hazor itself.

Joshua took all these royal cities and
their kings and put them to the sword. He totally
destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the Lord
had commanded. Yet Israel did not burn any of
the cities built on their mounds—except Hazor,
ZKLFK -RVKXD EXUQHG 7KH ,VU
themselves all the plunder and livestock of these

Lord commanded Moses.

So Joshua took this entire land: the
hill country, all the Negev, the whole region of
Goshen, the western foothills, the Arabah and
the mountains of Israel with their foothills, from
Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, to Baal Gad
in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon.
He captured all their kings and put them to death.
Joshua waged war against all these kings for a long
time. Except for the Hivites living in Gibeon, not
one city made a treaty of peace with the Israelites,
who took them all in battle. For it was the Lord
himself who hardened their hearts to wage war
against Israel, so that he might destroy them

Y manad e M e e

At that time Joshua went and destroyed the
Anakites from the hill country: from Hebron, Debir
and Anab, from all the hill country of Judah, and
from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua totally
destroyed them and their towns. No Anakites were
ﬂf%in Israelite territory; only in Gaza, Gath and

S

dod did any survive.
So Joshua took the entire land, just as
the Lord had directed Moses, and he gave it as
an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal
divisions. Then the land had rest from war.

DAY 05 READING

Years pass. Joshua grows old. The conquest is
largely complete, but pockets of resistance remain.
In his farewell address, Joshua challenges Israel
with the same choice Moses gave: Choose this day
whom you will serve.

After a long time had passed and the
Lord had given Israel rest from all their enemies
around them, Joshua, by then a very old man,
summoned all Israel—their elders, leaders, judges
DQG R FLDOV2DQG VDLG WR WKHF
You yourselves have seen everything the Lord
your God has done to all these nations for your
sake; it was the Lord your God who fought for you.
Remember how | have allotted as an inheritance
TBrYeHY yiies Al (8 Uandy of the natipns that

remam—?rqe nations | conquered—between the



Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea in the west.
The Lord your God himself will push them out for

your sake. He will drive them out before you, and
you will take possession of their land, as the Lord
your God promised you.

“Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is
written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without
turning aside to the right or to the left. Do not
associate with these nations that remain among
you; do not invoke the names of their gods or
swear by them. You must not serve them or bow
down to them. But you are to hold fast to the Lord
your God, as you have until now.

“The Lord has driven out before you great
and powerful nations; to this day no one has been
able to withstand you. One of you routs a thousand,
EHFDXVH WKH /RUG \RXU *RG
he promised. So be very careful to love the Lord
your God.

“But if you turn away and ally yourselves
with the survivors of these nations that remain
among you and if you intermarry with them and
associate with them, then you may be sure that
the Lord your God will no longer drive out these
nations before you. Instead, they will become
snares and traps for you, whips on your backs
and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this
good land, which the Lord your God has given you.

“Now | am about to go the way of all the
earth. You know with all your heart and soul that
not one of all the good promises the Lord your

descendants. | gave him Isaac, and to Isaac | gave
Jacob and Esau. | assigned the hill country of Seir
to Esau, but Jacob and his family went down to

Egypt.
“Then | sent Moses and Aaron, and |

D LFWHG WKH (J\SWLDQV E\ ZKDW

brought you out. When | brought your people out
of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians
pursued them with chariots and horsemen as far as
the Red Sea. But they cried to the Lord for help, and
he put darkness between you and the Egyptians;
he brought the sea over them and covered them.
You saw with your own eyes what | did to the
Egyptians. Then you lived in the wilderness for a
long time.

“1 brought you to the land of the Amorites

¢ \IHOWVEd ERstJof\tRexXJortiaX. \TNey Bbvght against

you, but | gave them into your hands. | destroyed
them from before you, and you took possession of
their land. When Balak son of Zippor, the king of

ORDE SUHSDUHG WR ¢(JKW DJDLQ\

Balaam son of Beor to put a curse on you. But |
would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again
and again, and | delivered you out of his hand.
“Then you crossed the Jordan and came to
Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you,
DV GLG DOVR WKH $PRULWHYV
Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but
| gave them into your hands. | sent the hornet
ahead of you, which drove them out before you—
also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with

God gave you has failed. Every promise has been your own sword and bow. So | gave you a land on

IXO,OOHG QRW RQH KDV
good things the Lord your God has promised you
have come to you, so he will bring on you all the
evil things he has threatened, until the Lord your
God has destroyed you from this good land he has
given you. If you violate the covenant of the Lord
your God, which he commanded you, and go and
serve other gods and bow down to them, the Lord’s
anger will burn against you, and you will quickly
perish from the good land he has given you.”

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of
Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders,

| D L OwhiGh yots idAMotNDX AhdVcitiB Ao D dd®otWuid:

and you live in them and eat from vineyards and
olive groves that you did not plant.’

“Now fear the Lord and serve him with
all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if serving
the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose
for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond
the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in
whose land you are living. But as for me and my

OHDGHUV MXGJHV DQG R FLD®auséhold, werdlieve thed Grd.W K H \

presented themselves before God.

Joshua said to all the people, “This is what
the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your
ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham
and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River
and worshiped other gods. But | took your father
Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and
led him throughout Canaan and gave him many

Then the people answered, “Far be it from
us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods! It was
the Lord our God himself who brought us and our
parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery,
and performed those great signs before our eyes.
He protected us on our entire journey and among
all the nations through which we traveled. And the
Lord drove out before us all the nations, including
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the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will And Eleazar son of Aaron died and was
serve the Lord, because he is our God.” buried at Gibeah, which had been allotted to his

Joshua said to the people, “You are notable VRQ 3KLQHKDV LQ WKH KLOO FRXC

to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous
God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your The conquest is complete, but the story is far
sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign from over. Israel has the land, but keeping it will
gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and require the same faith and obedience that won it.
make an end of you, after he has been good t0 you.” the pattern is set: when Israel serves the Lord,
But the eeople said to Joshua, “No! We will they prosper and when they turn away, they
Serve tbl'?w Lor(iI]. H 4y . suffer. The land of promise will become a land
en -oshua sald, ou are WINesses ¢ testing, where every generation must choose

against yourselves that you have chosen to serve :
the Lord.” anew whom they will serve.

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. . . ) .
“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the Join us for our Public Reading of Scripture

foreign gods that are among you and yield your this week!We o er weekly sessions where we

hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” read Scripture together and re ect on God’s
And the people said to Joshua, “We will Word. Check your church communications
serve the Lord our God and obey him.” for times and locations.

On that day Joshua made a covenant for
WKH SHRSOH DQG WKHUH DW 6KHFKHP KH UHD UPHG
for them decrees and laws. And Joshua recorded
these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then
he took a large stone and set it up there under the
oak near the holy place of the Lord.

“See!” he said to all the people. “This stone
will be a witness against us. It has heard all the
words the Lord has said to us. It will be a witness
against you if you are untrue to your God.”

Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to
their own inheritance.

Joshua dies at 110, the same age as Joseph. A
generation passes. The promise has been kept -
Israel possesses the land. But Joshua’s final words
echo through time: “Choose this day whom you
will serve.” That choice will define Israel’s future.

After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the
servant of the Lord, died at the age of a hundred
and ten. And they buried him in the land of his
inheritance, at Timnath Serah in the hill country
of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.

Israel served the Lord throughout the
lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived
him and who had experienced everything the Lord
had done for Israel.

And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites
had brought up from Egypt, were buried at
Shechem in the tract of land that Jacob bought
for a hundred pieces of silver from the sons of
Hamor, the father of Shechem. This became the
inheritance of Joseph’s descendants.



Weekend Message Notes:

Discussion Questions for Small Groups

1. God tells Joshua, “be strong and courageous” three times, highlighting th e importance
of these character traits. Considering your own struggles, where might you n eed God’s
courage right now?

2. Rahab was an unlikely hero. How has God used an unexpected person in your life story

3. Jericho’s walls fell through obedience, not might. What “walls” is God asking yo uto
march around in faith so they will fall too?

4. Achan’s sin a ected everyone. How do our private choices impact our loved ones an d
even our community?

5. Joshua challenged Israel to choose whom they would serve. What choice is God putting
before you in this season of your life?

Family Discussion Questions Week 7

For Families with Elementary-Age Children:

« What made Joshua brave enough to lead God'’s people?
« How did God knock down Jericho’s big walls?

« What does it mean to choose to follow God?

For Families with Teens:

« When you need some extra courage, what do you do?

« What’s the relationship between God’s promises and our obedience?

« How does Rahab’s inclusion encourage you about God’s grace?

« How does this week’s reading encourage your faith?

« How can we help each other nish strong in The Old Testament Challenge reading?
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A FEW GOOD MEN AND WOMEN
Scripture: Judges 2-4, 6-8, 13-16; Ruth 1-4

WEEK 08

DAY 01 READING ,ZVUDHO ZHQW RXW WR ¢(JKW WKH

against them to defeat them, just as he had sworn
to them. They were in great distress.

Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved
them out of the hands of these raiders. Yet they

Joshua is dead. The elders who remembered
the conquest are gone. A new generation rises

that knows neither the Lord nor what He has would not listen to their judges but prostituted
done for Israel. What follows is one of the themselves to other gods and worshiped them. They
darkest periods in Israel's history - a repeating quickly turned from the ways of their ancestors,
cycle of rebellion, oppression, repentance, and who had been obedient to the Lord’s commands.
deliverance. Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them,

he was with the judge and saved them out of the
The angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived,;
to Bokim and said, “I brought you up out of Egypt for the Lord relented because of their groaning
and led you into the land | swore to give to your XQGHU WKRVH ZKR RSSUHVVHG DQ
ancestors. | said, ‘I will never break my covenant when the judge died, the people returned to ways
with you, and you shall not make a covenant with even more corrupt than those of their ancestors,
the people of this land, but you shall break down following other gods and serving and worshiping
their altars.’ Yet you have disobeyed me. Why have them. They refused to give up their evil practices
you done this? And | have also said, ‘I will not and stubborn ways.
drive them out before you; they will become traps Therefore the Lord was very angry with
for you, and their gods will become snares to you.” Israel and said, “Because this nation has violated
When the angel of the Lord had spoken the covenant | ordained for their ancestors and
these things to all the Israelites, the people wept has not listened to me, | will no longer drive out
aloud, and they called that place Bokim. There before them any of the nations Joshua left when he
WKH\ R HUHG VDFUL¢{;FHV WR W HKidd./IRvil Gse them to test Israel and see whether
After Joshua had dismissed the Israelites, they will keep the way of the Lord and walk in it as
they went to take possession of the land, each to their ancestors did.” The Lord had allowed those
their own inheritance. The people served the Lord nations to remain; he did not drive them out at
throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders once by giving them into the hands of Joshua.
who outlived him and who had seen all the great
things the Lord had done for Israel. The pattern is set: Israel sins, God sends
Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the oppressors, Israel cries out, God raises up a
Lord, died at the age of a hundred and ten. And deliverer. First comes Othniel, then Ehud with his
they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at  gecret left-handed blade, then Shamgar with his

Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim,  yq6ad. Each judge is more unusual than the last.
north of Mount Gaash.

After that whole generation had been

; . These are the nations the Lord left to test all
gathered to their ancestors, another generation

: those Israelites who had not experienced any of the
grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he a5 in Canaan (he did this only to teach warfare
had done for Israel. Then the Israelites did evil in ) the descendants of the Israelites who had not
the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals. They y b SUHYLRXV EDWWOH H [SHULH

forsook the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who WKH 3KLOLVWL Q HV DOO WKH &D Q
had brought them out of Egypt. They followed g the Hivites living in the Lebanon mountains

and worshiped various gods of the peoples around ¢.5m Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo Hamath. They

them. They aroused the Lord’s anger because they \yere |eft to test the Israelites to see whether they
forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths. would obey the Lord’s commands, which he had

IE hihs arégerfaggoilnst Isrhael tlhe Lord g?lve them intlo given their ancestors through Moses.
the hands of raiders who plundered them. He sold The Israelites lived among the Canaanites,

them into the hands of their enemies all around, | \WwwLWHYV $SPRULWHYV 3HUL]]L
whom they were no longer able to resist. Whenever  jopsites. They took their daughters in marriage



and gave their own daughters to their sons, and
served their gods.

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the
Lord; they forgot the Lord their God and served
the Baals and the Asherahs. The anger of the Lord
burned against Israel so that he sold them into
the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram
Naharaim, to whom the Israelites were subject for
eight years. But when they cried out to the Lord,
he raised up for them a deliverer, Othniel son of
Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them.
The Spirit of the Lord came on him, so that he
became Israel’s judge and went to war. The Lord
gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the
hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. So the
land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of
Kenaz died.

Again the lIsraelites did evil in the eyes of
the Lord, and because they did this evil the Lord
gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel. Getting
the Ammonites and Amalekites to join him, Eglon
came and attacked Israel, and they took possession

room of the palace.” They waited to the point of
embarrassment, but when he did not open the
doors of the room, they took a key and unlocked
WKHP 7KHUH WKH\ VDZ WKHLU OR
dead.

While they waited, Ehud got away. He
passed by the stone images and escaped to Seirah.
When he arrived there, he blew a trumpet in the
hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went
down with him from the hills, with him leading
them.

“Follow me,” he ordered, “for the Lord has
given Moab, your enemy, into your hands.” So
they followed him down and took possession of the
fords of the Jordan that led to Moab; they allowed
no one to cross over. At that time they struck down
about ten thousand Moabites, all vigorous and
strong; not one escaped. That day Moab was made
subject to Israel, and the land had peace for eighty
years.

After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath,
ZKR VWUXFN GRZQ VL[ KXQGUHG

RI WKH &LW\ Rl 3DOPV 7KH ,VUaxgoad. NeHoo savetliIslal XEMHFW WR

Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years.

Again the Israelites cried out to the Lord,
and he gave them a deliverer—Ehud, a left-handed
man, the son of Gera the Benjamite. The Israelites
sent him with tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now
Ehud had made a double-edged sword about a
cubit long, which he strapped to his right thigh
under his clothing. He presented the tribute to
Eglon king of Moab, who was a very fat man. After
Ehud had presented the tribute, he sent on their
way those who had carried it. But on reaching the
stone images near Gilgal he himself went back
to Eglon and said, “Your Majesty, | have a secret
message for you.”

The king said to his attendants, “Leave us!”
And they all left.

Ehud then approached him while he was
sitting alone in the upper room of his palace and
said, “I have a message from God for you.” As the
king rose from his seat, Ehud reached with his left
hand, drew the sword from his right thigh and
plunged it into the king’s belly. Even the handle
sank in after the blade, and his bowels discharged.
Ehud did not pull the sword out, and the fat closed
in over it. Then Ehud went out to the porch; he
shut the doors of the upper room behind him and
locked them.

After he had gone, the servants came and
found the doors of the upper room locked. They
said, “He must be relieving himself in the inner

Then comes Deborah, the only female judge, a
prophet who holds court under a palm tree. When
Israel's general refuses to fight without her, she
prophesies that the honor of victory will go to a
woman - and it does - to Jael, who drives a tent
peg through the enemy commander’s skull.

Again the lIsraelites did evil in the eyes of
the Lord, now that Ehud was dead. So the Lord
sold them into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan,
who reigned in Hazor. Sisera, the commander
of his army, was based in Harosheth Haggoyim.
%HFDXVH KH KDG QLQH KXQGUHG
iron and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for
twenty years, they cried to the Lord for help.

Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of
Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. She held
FRXUW XQGHU WKH 3DOP RI '"HERU
and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the
Israelites went up to her to have their disputes
decided. She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from
Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The Lord, the
God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you
ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and
lead them up to Mount Tabor. | will lead Sisera,
the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots
and his troops to the Kishon River and give him
into your hands.”

Barak said to her, “If you go with me, | will
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go; but if you don’t go with me, | won't go.”

“Certainly | will go with you,” said Deborah.
“But because of the course you are taking, the honor
will not be yours, for the Lord will deliver Sisera
into the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went with
Barak to Kedesh. There Barak summoned Zebulun
and Naphtali, and ten thousand men went up
under his command. Deborah also went up with
him.

Now Heber the Kenite had left the other
Kenites, the descendants of Hobab, Moses’
brother-in-law, and pitched his tent by the great
tree in Zaanannim near Kedesh.

When they told Sisera that Barak son of
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, Sisera
summoned from Harosheth Haggoyim to the
Kishon River all his men and his nine hundred
FKDULRWYV ¢ WWHG ZLWK LURQ

Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is
the day the Lord has given Sisera into your hands.
Has not the Lord gone ahead of you?” So Barak
went down Mount Tabor, with ten thousand men
following him. At Barak’s advance, the Lord routed
Sisera and all his chariots and army by the sword,

Canaan before the Israelites. And the hand of the
Israelites pressed harder and harder against Jabin
king of Canaan until they destroyed him.

DAY 02 READING

Gideon'’s story shows how God delights in using
the weak to shame the strong. A frightened farmer
hiding in a winepress becomes a mighty warrior.
But God reduces his army from 32,000 to 300,
armed only with torches, jars, and trumpets to
defeat an army “as numerous as locusts.”

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the
Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the
hands of the Midianites. Because the power of
Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared
shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves
and strongholds. Whenever the Israelites planted
their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other
eastern peoples invaded the country. They camped
on the land and ruined the crops all the way to
Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel,

DQG 6LVHUD JRW GRZQ IURP K In¥itHeKshaép ROWcaRI® tor AdhkeyR Ghey came

foot.

Barak pursued the chariots and army as far
as Harosheth Haggoyim, and all Sisera’s troops
fell by the sword; not a man was left. Sisera,

up with their livestock and their tents like swarms
of locusts. It was impossible to count them or their
camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. Midian
so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out

PHDQZKLOH AHG RQ IRRW WR Wdthe Mdid @QAMelg.l -DHO WKH ZLIH

of Heber the Kenite, because there was an alliance
between Jabin king of Hazor and the family of
Heber the Kenite.

Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him,
“Come, my lord, come right in. Don’t be afraid.” So
he entered her tent, and she covered him with a
blanket.

3, 9P WKLUVW\ =~ KH VDLG
water.” She opened a skin of milk, gave him a
drink, and covered him up.

“Stand in the doorway of the tent,” he told

her. “If someone comes by and asks you, ‘Is anyone

in there?’ say ‘No.
But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent peg

When the Israelites cried out to the Lord
because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who
said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel,
says: | brought you up out of Egypt, out of the
land of slavery. | rescued you from the hand of the
Egyptians. And | delivered you from the hand of
all your oppressors; | drove them out before you

3 3@dHdavé ol théiHlaRdH | ¥ddRdlyou, ‘1 am the

Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you live.” But you have
not listened to me.”

The angel of the Lord came and sat down
under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash
the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing

and a hammer and went quietly to him while he lay  wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.
fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg through When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon,
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his temple into the ground, and he died.
Just then Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera,
and Jael went out to meet him. “Come,” she said,

he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”
33DUGRQ PH P\ ORUG °
if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to

*LGHR

us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors

went in with her, and there lay Sisera with the tent  told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord

peg through his temple—dead. bring us up out of Egypt? But now the Lord
On that day God subdued Jabin king of has abandoned us and given us into the hand of

“I will show you the man you're looking for.” So he



Midian.”

The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the
strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s
hand. Am | not sending you?”

S83DUGRQ PH P\ ORUG °
how can | save Israel? My clan is the weakest in
Manasseh, and | am the least in my family.”

The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and
you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving
none alive.”

Gideon replied, “If now | have found favor
in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you

They asked each other, “Who did this?”

When they carefully investigated, they were
told, “Gideon son of Joash did it.”

The people of the town demanded of Joash,

* L G'Brit@ outH/8UD kdth GHe3 BaxstWdie, because he

has broken down Baal’s altar and cut down the
Asherah pole beside it.”

But Joash replied to the hostile crowd
around him, “Are you going to plead Baal's cause?
$UH \RX WU\LQJ WR VDYH KLP"
shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really is a
god, he can defend himself when someone breaks

WDONLQJ WR PH 3OHDVH GR QBiwWn hiR allaZ. DSo0 X €rsviteCGidebrRidPdte down
EDFN DQG EULQJ P\ R HULQJ D QBaalé talar, Lthay Bave RibhHha Raxne Jerub-Baal

And the Lord said, “I will wait until you
return.”
Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat,

that day, saying, “Let Baal contend with him.”
Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and
other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed

KR

DQG IURP DQ HSKDK RI ARXU K HoweDtBeHJ&Eda Br@ Zaimpeld RXthe Valley of
\HDVW 3XWWLQJ WKH PHDW L Qebred.DWi&hHINe $Sp@itGofLtke VLoedUdRRMEKon
LQ D SRW KH EURXJKW WKHP RGdgom) @@ he el ld BumpitHsemwidRing the
him under the oak. Abiezrites to follow him. He sent messengers
The angel of God said to him, “Take the throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and
meat and the unleavened bread, place them on also into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, so that
this rock, and pour out the broth.” And Gideon did  they too went up to meet them.
so. Then the angel of the Lord touched the meat Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel
DQG WKH XQOHDYHQHG EUHDG ZLiy Kaid Kasl you Lh8veRprowiiged—owk DI will
WKDW ZDV LQ KLV KDQG )LUH S\®DHG DI ZRAR OV KH HFRIFRQ WKH WK!
consuming the meat and the bread. Andtheangel LV GHZ RQO\ RQ WKH AHHFH DQG I
of the Lord disappeared. When Gideon realized then | will know that you will save Israel by my
that it was the angel of the Lord, he exclaimed, hand, as you said.” And that is what happened.
“Alas, Sovereign Lord! | have seen the angel of the Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the
Lord face to face!” AHHFH DQG ZUXQJ RXW WKH GHZz:z2L
%XW WKH /RUG VDLG WR KLP 33hkeD 6iHeonRai@tR Bbod: 1o not be angry
afraid. You are not going to die.” with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow .
So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there PH RQH PRUH WHVW ZLWK WKH A
DQG FDOOHG LW 7KH /RUG ,V PBODHHWRR AAHHAH GDAN DG OHW W
stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. ZLWK GHZ ~ 7KDW QLJKW *RG GLG

That same night the Lord said to him, “Take
the second bull from your father’'s herd, the one
seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to
Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. Then
build a proper kind of altar to the Lord your God
on the top of this height. Using the wood of the
$VKHUDK SROH WKDW \RX FXW
EXOO DV D EXUQW R HULQJ °

So Gideon took ten of his servants and did
as the Lord told him. But because he was afraid of
his family and the townspeople, he did it at night
rather than in the daytime.

In the morning when the people of the town
got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished, with the

was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.

Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is,
Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring of
Harod. The camp of Midian was north of them in
the valley near the hill of Moreh. The Lord said to
Gideon, “You have too many men. | cannot deliver
ik ah QntoRthélrUnandk, Hor Ve IR@@d  boast
against me, ‘My own strength has saved me.” Now
announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with
fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.” So
twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand
remained.

But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still
too many men. Take them down to the water, and

Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second | will thin them out for you there. If | say, ‘This one
EXOO VDFUL¢{¢FHG RQ WKH QH Z Oshal yowitvyo,' @éiallgo; but if | say, ‘This one
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shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.”

So Gideon took the men down to the water.
There the Lord told him, “Separate those who lap
the water with their tongues as a dog laps from
those who kneel down to drink.” Three hundred of
them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs.
All the rest got down on their knees to drink.

The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three
hundred men that lapped | will save you and give
the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others
go home.” So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites
home but kept the three hundred, who took over
the provisions and trumpets of the others.

Now the camp of Midian lay below him
in the valley. During that night the Lord said to
Gideon, “Get up, go down against the camp,
because | am going to give it into your hands. If
you are afraid to attack, go down to the camp with

the torches in their left hands and holding in their
right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they
shouted, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”
While each man held his position around the
camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they
AHG

When the three hundred trumpets
sounded, the Lord caused the men throughout
the camp to turn on each other with their swords.
7KH DUP\ AHG WR %HWK 6KLWWDEK
far as the border of Abel Meholah near Tabbath.
Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh
were called out, and they pursued the Midianites.
Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill
country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down against
the Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan
ahead of them as far as Beth Barah.”

So all the men of Ephraim were called

\RXU VHUYDQW 3XUDK DQG OLdYWa&h@ theyFseiZeld Bhe/ wateksHY the Usetdan as

saying. Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack
WKH FDPS °
to the outposts of the camp. The Midianites, the
Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had
settled in the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels
could no more be counted than the sand on the
seashore.

Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a
friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was saying.
“A round loaf of barley bread came tumbling into
the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such
force that the tent overturned and collapsed.”

His friend responded, “This can be nothing
other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the
Israelite. God has given the Midianites and the
whole camp into his hands.”

When Gideon heard the dream and its
interpretation, he bowed down and worshiped. He
returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get
up! The Lord has given the Midianite camp into
your hands.” Dividing the three hundred men into
three companies, he placed trumpets and empty
jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside.

“Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead.
When | get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as
| do. When | and all who are with me blow our
trumpets, then from all around the camp blow
yours and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.”

Gideon and the hundred men with him
reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of
the middle watch, just after they had changed the
guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the
jars that were in their hands. The three companies
blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping

far as Beth Barah. They also captured two of the

6R KH DQG 3XUDK K MMiaviite l&x0BrQ el &h@Z¥elss ThEyilled Oreb

at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of
Zeeb. They pursued the Midianites and brought
the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by
the Jordan.

After victory, Gideon refuses to be king but
makes a golden ephod that becomes a snare to
Israel. His son Abimelech has no such scruples -
he murders his seventy brothers to seize power.
The judges grow progressively worse, showing
Israel's moral decline.

The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over
us—you, your son and your grandson—because
you have saved us from the hand of Midian.”

But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over
you, nor will my son rule over you. The Lord will
rule over you.” And he said, “I do have one request,
that each of you give me an earring from your
share of the plunder.” (It was the custom of the
Ishmaelites to wear gold earrings.)

They answered, “We’ll be glad to give them.”
So they spread out a garment, and each of them
threw a ring from his plunder onto it. The weight
of the gold rings he asked for came to seventeen
hundred shekels, not counting the ornaments,
the pendants and the purple garments worn by
the kings of Midian or the chains that were on
their camels’ necks. Gideon made the gold into
an ephod, which he placed in Ophrah, his town.
All Israel prostituted themselves by worshiping
it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and his



family.

Thus Midian was subdued before the
Israelites and did not raise its head again. During
Gideon’s lifetime, the land had peace forty years.

Jerub-Baal son of Joash went back home to
live. He had seventy sons of his own, for he had
many wives. His concubine, who lived in Shechem,
also bore him a son, whom he named Abimelek.

Gideon son of Joash died at a good old ageandwas WKH ¢ HOG EXW KHU KXVEDQG

buried in the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah of
the Abiezrites.

No sooner had Gideon died than the
Israelites again prostituted themselves to the
Baals. They set up Baal-Berith as their god and
did not remember the Lord their God, who had
rescued them from the hands of all their enemies
on every side. They also failed to show any loyalty
to the family of Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) in
spite of all the good things he had done for them.

DAY 03 READING

Then comes Samson, the most famous and
flawed of all the judges. Set apart from birth
as a Nazirite, given supernatural strength, he
squanders his gifts on personal vengeance and
Philistine women. His story is both triumph and
tragedy.

Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes
of the Lord, so the Lord delivered them into the

unclean, because the boy will be a Nazirite of God
from the womb until the day of his death.”
7TKHQ ODQRDK SUD\HG WR WK

your servant, Lord. | beg you to let the man of God
you sent to us come again to teach us how to bring
up the boy who is to be born.”

God heard Manoah, and the angel of God
came again to the woman while she was out in
0D
her. The woman hurried to tell her husband, “He’s
here! The man who appeared to me the other day!”

Manoah got up and followed his wife. When
he came to the man, he said, “Are you the man who
talked to my wife?”

“I am,” he said.

So Manoah asked him, “When your words
DUH IXO¢OOHG ZKDW LV WR EH W
boy’s life and work?”

The angel of the Lord answered, “Your
wife must do all that | have told her. She must not
eat anything that comes from the grapevine, nor
drink any wine or other fermented drink nor eat
anything unclean. She must do everything | have
commanded her.”

Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “We
would like you to stay until we prepare a young
goat for you.”

The angel of the Lord replied, “Even though
you detain me, | will not eat any of your food. But if
\RX SUHSDUH D EXUQW R HULQJ F
(Manoah did not realize that it was the angel of the
Lord.)

KDQGV RI WKH 3KLOLVWLQHV IRU |RTh&v MarbdlUinguired of the angel of the

A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah,
from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was
childless, unable to give birth. The angel of the
Lord appeared to her and said, “You are barren and
childless, but you are going to become pregnant
and give birth to a son. Now see to it that you
drink no wine or other fermented drink and that
you do not eat anything unclean. You will become

Lord, “What is your name, so that we may honor
you when your word comes true?”

He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It
is beyond understanding.” Then Manoah took a
\RXQJ JRDW WRJIJHWKHU ZLWK WK
VDFUL¢{FHG LW RQ D URFN WR WK
did an amazing thing while Manoah and his wife
ZDWFKHG $V WKH ADPH EOD]HG

pregnant and have a son whose head is never to toward heaven, the angel of the Lord ascended in

be touched by a razor because the boy is to be a WKH ADPH

Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will
take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of
WKH 3KLOLVWLQHV ~

Then the woman went to her husband and
told him, “A man of God came to me. He looked
like an angel of God, very awesome. | didn't ask
him where he came from, and he didn’t tell me
his name. But he said to me, ‘You will become
pregnant and have a son. Now then, drink no wine
or other fermented drink and do not eat anything

6HHLQJ WKLV ODQRD¥
with their faces to the ground. When the angel of
the Lord did not show himself again to Manoah
and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel
of the Lord.
“We are doomed to die!” he said to his wife.
“We have seen God!”

But his wife answered, “If the Lord had
meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a
EXUQW R HULQJ DQG JUDLQ R HUL
nor shown us all these things or now told us this.”
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The woman gave birth to a boy and named
him Samson. He grew and the Lord blessed him,
and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him while he
was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.
Samson went down to Timnah and saw there
D \RXQJ 3KLOLVWLQH ZRPDQ
he said to his father and mother, “I have seen a

riddle for us, or we will burn you and your father’s
household to death. Did you invite us here to steal
our property?”

Then Samson’s wife threw herself on him,
sobbing, “You hate me! You don'’t really love me.
YBWE giverl myJ ey d @ddl§ but you haven't
told me the answer.”

SKLOLVWLQH ZRPDQ LQ 7LPQDK QR‘EZhavenWVeuemaxplaiéd iPtéimy father or
as my wife.” mother,” he replied, “so why should | explain it to

His father and mother replied, “Isnt you?” She cried the whole seven days of the feast.
there an acceptable woman among your relatves 6 R RQ WKH VHYHQWK GD\ KH ¢QDC
or among all our people? Must you go to the she continued to press him. She in turn explained

XQFLUFXPFLVHG 3KLOLVWLQHYV tké Rddliéitevhed p&dpleH "~

But Samson said to his father, “Get her for
me. She’s the right one for me.” (His parents did
not know that this was from the Lord, who was

Before sunset on the seventh day the men
of the town said to him, “What is sweeter than
honey? What is stronger than a lion?”

VHHNLQJ DQ RFFDVLRQ WR FRQIUR QSAMYSIK Hai8 Kd @hen, WIL @ad \had Rt

at that time they were ruling over Israel.)

Samson went down to Timnah together
with his father and mother. As they approached
the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion
came roaring toward him. The Spirit of the Lord
came powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion
apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a
young goat. But he told neither his father nor his
mother what he had done. Then he went down and
talked with the woman, and he liked her.

Some time later, when he went back to
marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s

plowed with my heifer, you would not have solved
my riddle.”

Then the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully
upon him. He went down to Ashkelon, struck down
thirty of their men, stripped them of everything
and gave their clothes to those who had explained
the riddle. Burning with anger, he returned to his
father's home. And Samson’s wife was given to one
of his companions who had attended him at the
feast.

What follows is a cycle of personal revenge that

carcass, and in it he saw a swarm of bees and some escalates into war. Samson’s rage over his wife

honey. He scooped out the honey with his hands

leads to burning fields, which leads to more killing,

and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his \ynich leads to his own people trying to hand him

parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it.

But he did not tell them that he had taken the
honey from the lion’s carcass.
Now his father went down to see the woman.

over. Each victory showcases God’s power but
also Samson’s selfishness.

And there Samson held a feast, as was customary DAY 04 READING

for young men. When the people saw him, they
chose thirty men to be his companions.

“Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to
them. “If you can give me the answer within the
seven days of the feast, | will give you thirty linen
garments and thirty sets of clothes. If you can'’t
tell me the answer, you must give me thirty linen
garments and thirty sets of clothes.”

“Tell us your riddle,” they said. “Let’s hear
it.”

He replied, “Out of the eater, something to
eat; out of the strong, something sweet.”

For three days they could not give the
answer.

On the fourth day, they said to Samson’s
wife, “Coax your husband into explaining the

Later on, at the time of wheat harvest,
Samson took a young goat and went to visit his
wife. He said, “I'm going to my wife’'s room.” But
her father would not let him go in.

“I was so sure you hated her,” he said, “that
| gave her to your companion. Isn’t her younger
sister more attractive? Take her instead.”

Samson said to them, “This time | have a
ULJKW WR JHW HYHQ ZLWK WKH 3
harm them.” So he went out and caught three
hundred foxes and tied them tail to tail in pairs.
He then fastened a torch to every pair of tails, lit
the torches and let the foxes loose in the standing
JUDLQ RI WKH 3KLOLVWLQHYV
and standing grain, together with the vineyards

+H |



and olive groves. saw a prostitute. He went in to spend the night
KHQ WKH 3KLOLVWLQHV D Withidi@r. Th& pedple 6f @akalweré told, “Samson
they were told, “Samson, the Timnite’s son-in-law, is here!” So they surrounded the place and lay in
because his wife was given to his companion.” wait for him all night at the city gate. They made
6R WKH 3KLOLVWLQHV ZHQM mog% dugng theXighp, Haying MAY dawn we’ll
and her father to death. Samson said to them, Kkill him.”
“Since you've acted like this, | swear that | won't But Samson lay there only until the middle
stop until I get my revenge on you.” He attacked of the night. Then he got up and took hold of the
them viciously and slaughtered many of them. doors of the city gate, together with the two posts,
Then he went down and stayed in a cave in the and tore them loose, bar and all. He lifted them to

rock of Etam.

his shoulders and carried them to the top of the

7KH 3KLOLVWLQHV ZHQW KXibthddf@ees HebrBrS HG LQ

Judah, spreading out near Lehi. The people of
-XGDK DVNHG

“We have come to take Samson prisoner,”
they answered, “to do to him as he did to us.”

Then three thousand men from Judah went
down to the cave in the rock of Etam and said to
6DPVRQ
rulers over us? What have you done to us?”

He answered, “I merely did to them what
they did to me.”

They said to him, “We’ve come to tie you up

WKH 3KLOLVWLQHV ZHC
DQG KDQG \RX RYHU WR WKH 3%%@£¢2Wtﬁgﬁﬂn\ﬁnto showing you the secret of

Samson said, “Swear to me that you won't
kill me yourselves.”

“Agreed,” they answered. “We will only tie
you up and hand you over to them. We will not
kill you.” So they bound him with two new ropes
and led him up from the rock. As he approached
/IHKL WKH 3KLOLVWLQHV FDPH
The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him.
7KH URSHV RQ KLV DUPV EHFD
and the bindings dropped from his hands. Finding
a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and
struck down a thousand men.

Then Samson said, “With a donkey’s
jawbone | have made donkeys of them. With a
donkey’s jawbone | have killed a thousand men.”

KHQ KH ¢QLVKHG VSHDNL
the jawbone; and the place was called Ramath
Lehi.

Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to
the Lord, “You have given your servant this great
victory. Must | now die of thirst and fall into the
hands of the uncircumcised?” Then God opened
up the hollow place in Lehi, and water came out of
it. When Samson drank, his strength returned and
he revived. So the spring was called En Hakkore,
and it is still there in Lehi.

Samson led Israel for twenty years in the
GD\V RI WKH 3KLOLVWLQHYV

One day Samson went to Gaza, where he

3:K\ KDYH \RX FR

S'RQIW \RX UHDOL]JH W

Samson’'s weakness for women proves his
downfall. Delilah’s persistent nagging finally
breaks him. He reveals the secret of his strength,
and the Philistines capture him, gouge out his
eyes, and make him a grinding slave. But God
gives him one last moment of strength. “~ % ™

Some time later, he fell in love with a woman
in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. The

his great strength and how we can overpower him
so we may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of
us will give you eleven hundred shekels of silver.”
So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me the
secret of your great strength and how you can be

0 R K et B W bfohe tes me
B SEREE KRR Bifer man

7TKHQ WKH UXOHUV RI
her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been
dried, and she tied him with them. With men
hidden in the room, she called to him, “Samson,

WKH 3KLOLVWLQHV DUH XSRQ \R!

GRS R THE RTE

piece of string snaps

strength was not discovered.

Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have
made a fool of me; you lied to me. Come now, tell
me how you can be tied.”

He said, “If anyone ties me securely with
new ropes that have never been used, I'll become
as weak as any other man.”

So Delilah took new ropes and tied him
with them. Then, with men hidden in the room,
VKH FDOOHG WR KLP 326DPVRQ
XSRQ \RX ~
as if they were threads.

Delilah then said to Samson, “All this time
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you have been making a fool of me and lying to
me. Tell me how you can be tied.”

He replied, “If you weave the seven braids
of my head into the fabric on the loom and tighten
it with the pin, I'll become as weak as any other
man.” So while he was sleeping, Delilah took the
seven braids of his head, wove them into the fabric
and tightened it with the pin.

Again she called to him, “Samson, the
SKLOLVWLQHY DUH XSRQ \RX
sleep and pulled up the pin and the loom, with the
fabric.

Then she said to him, “How can you say,

So they called Samson out of the prison, and he
performed for them.

When they stood him among the pillars,
Samson said to the servant who held his hand,
83XW PH ZKHUH , FDQ IHHO WKH S
the temple, so that | may lean against them.” Now
the temple was crowded with men and women; all
WKH UXOHUV RI WKH 3KLOLVWLQH
roof were about three thousand men and women

“watdthin@ Sarnbiad pékfoRP Tikeh \Bamson prayed

to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me.
3OHDVH *RG VWUHQJWKHQ PH M
OHW PH ZLWK RQH EORZ JHW UHYH

L, ORYH \RX § ZKHQ \RX ZRQ { WfoF RyQtwdGdyed "QrhErHSaridom ¥eached toward
is the third time you have made a fool of me and the two central pillars on which the temple stood.
haven't told me the secret of your great strength.” Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the
With such nagging she prodded him day after day one and his left hand on the other, Samson said,

until he was sick to death of it.
So he told her everything. “No razor has

83/ HW PH GLH ZLWK WKH 3KLOLVWL
with all his might, and down came the temple on

ever been used on my head,” he said, “because | the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed

have been a Nazirite dedicated to God from my
mother's womb. If my head were shaved, my
strength would leave me, and | would become as
weak as any other man.”

When Delilah saw that he had told her
everything, she sent word to the rulers of the
SKLOLVWLQHYV
PH HYHU\WKLQJ ~
returned with the silver in their hands. After
putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for

VRPHRQH WR VKDYH R WKH VH

and so began to subdue him. And his strength left
him.
7TKHQ VKH FDOOHG
are upon you!”
He awoke from his sleep and thought, “Ill
go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did
not know that the Lord had left him.

3&RPH EDFN RQFH PRUH
6R WKH UXO

many more when he died than while he lived.
Then his brothers and his father’'s whole

family went down to get him. They brought him

back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol

in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel

twenty years.

KH KDV WROG

DAY (8 READMNEO-VWERAY

But in the midst of this dark period comes a
story of redemption. During a famine, a woman
named Naomi loses everything - her husband,

36 D PV fher sons, her hope. But her Moabite daughter-in-

law, Ruth - refuses to abandon her, making one of
Scripture’s most beautiful declarations of loyalty.

In the days when the judges ruled, there was

7TKHQ WKH 3KLOLVWLQHYV ¥ famihd & thK laRd. Sd R MdriHfém Bethlehem in

out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding
him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding
grain in the prison. But the hair on his head began
to grow again after it had been shaved.

Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to
live for a while in the country of Moab. The man’s
name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi,
and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and

1RZ WKH UXOHUV RI WKH 3Kilidn.L My Lwetd \EpBrihitdsPflom HB&thlehem,
WR R HU D JUHDW VDFUL¢FH WRuddhl Ri@ theyKinkdt tb Néa amdQved WeRe.

celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson,
our enemy, into our hands.”

When the people saw him, they praised
their god, saying, “Our god has delivered our
enemy into our hands, the one who laid waste our
land and multiplied our slain.”

While they were in high spirits, they
shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.”

Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died,
and she was left with her two sons. They married
Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other
Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years,
both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was
left without her two sons and her husband.

When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord
had come to the aid of his people by providing



food for them, she and her daughters-in-law

prepared to return home from there. With her two Providence guides Ruth to the field of Boaz, a
daughters-in-law she left the place where she had relative who can redeem Naomi's family line. His
been ||V|ng and set out on the road that would take kindness to the foreign widow reveals the heart

them back to the land of Judah. . of God’s law - to protect the vulnerable and show
Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in- mercy to the outsider.

law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home.
May the Lord show you kindness, as you have Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s
shown kindness to your dead husbands and to me.

0D\ WKH /RUG JUDQW WKDW HD BB ARASBdig romdhe gy fmetek

in the home of another husband.” And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let

Then she kissed them goodbye and they PH JR WR WKH (HOGV DQG SLFN X
wept aloud and said to her, “We will go back with £ KLQG DQ\RQHO LQ ZKRVH H\HV , |
you to your people.” Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.”

But Naomi said, “Return home, my gp yKH ZHQW RXW HQWHUHG D ¢H
daughters. Why would you come with me? Am | poping the harvesters. As it turned out, she was

going to have any more sons, who could become > n ;N L LO D s H EHOR L W
your husbands? Return home, my daughters; the c}im of glijmele?a ¢HOG ORQJLQJ

| am too old to have another husband. Even if | Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and
thought there was still hope for me—even if 1 had o o6teq the harvesters, “The Lord be with you!”

a husband tonight and then gave b’;rth to sons— “The Lord bless you!” they answered.

would you wait until they grew up? Would you Boaz asked the overseer of his harvesters,

remain unmarried for them? No, my daughters. «yho does that young woman belong to?”
It is more bitter for me than for you, because the The overseer replied, “She is thé Moabite

Lord’s hand has turned against me!” who came back from Moab with Naomi. She said,
At this theywept aloud again. Then Orpah H30OHDVH OHW PH JOHDQ DQG JDW
kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung £k | OG WKH KDUYHVWHUV § 6KH F

to her. } . . . . . has remained here from morning till now, except
Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is ¢, o <hort rest in the shelter.”

going back to her people and her gods. Go back So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen

with her.” WR PH 'RQYW JR DQG JOHDQ LQ DC

ou o E)utuﬁe#tg]aéiﬂ‘lrlg?ﬁ Egnvtvﬁgg ”;i toolle\?v\ill(le go away from here. Stay here with the women who
y you. youg ZRUN IRU PH :DWFK WKH ¢HOG Z

go, and where you stay | will stay. Your people will 1,5 esting, and follow along after the women. |
be my people and your God my God. Where you die 156 told the men not to lay a hand on you. And

| will die, and there | will be buried. May the Lord |\ 1. haver you are thirsty, go and get a drink from

deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even death \w k H ZDWHU MDUV WKH PHOQ KDYH
separates you and me.” When Naomi realized that At this. she bowed down with her face to

Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped ,4 ground. She asked him, “Why have I found

urging her. such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a
So the two women went on until they came foreigner?” y y y

tﬁ Be';]hliahem. When t_heydat:rived in I?e';]hlehem,d Boaz replied, “I've been told all about what
the whole town was stirred because of them, and y, have done for your mother-in-law since the

the women gxclﬁimed, "Can fhiﬁ be :?Ijack)]mi?”“ , death of your husband—how you left your father
Donbt callme I\rlwaom;, _she toh t em.d Call  3nd mother and your homeland and came to live
me Mara, because the Almighty has made my i 4 people you did not know before. May the

life very bitter. | went away full, but the Lord has
brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The Lord repay you for what you have done. May you

richly. rewar Yy the God of Israel,
/RUG KDV D L FWHG PH WKH 30 n&ﬁ%&%%@%cﬁjﬁgggbmo take refuge.”
misfortune upon me. _ 0D\ , FRQWLQXH WR ¢(QG IDY
SoNaomireturned from Moabaccompanied 1,y 514 » she said. “You have put me at ease by
by Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, arriving speaking kindly to your servant—though | do not
in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning. pove the standing of one of your servants.”
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At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over
here. Have some bread and dip it in the wine
vinegar.”

When she sat down with the harvesters,

get dressed in your best clothes. Then go down to
WKH WKUHVKLQJ ARRU EXW GRQT
WKHUH XQWLO KH KDV ¢QLVKHG
When he lies down, note the place where he is

KH R HUHG KHU VRPH URDVWH Gyidd) DheQgo Gixd-unBoveHhi®@eOand KidHdown.

wanted and had some left over. As she got up to
glean, Boaz gave orders to his men, “Let her gather
among the sheaves and don’t reprimand her. Even
pull out some stalks for her from the bundles and
leave them for her to pick up, and don't rebuke
her.”

He will tell you what to do.”

“I will do whatever you say,” Ruth answered.
6R VKH ZHQW GRZQ WR WKH WKUL
everything her mother-in-law told her to do.
KHQ %RD] KDG ¢QLVKHG HDWLQJ
was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the

6R 5XWK JOHDQHG LQ WK Hfag &h® @ thé QralinLpde. RuftHaprr@@ched quietly,

Then she threshed the barley she had gathered,
and it amounted to about an ephah. She carried
it back to town, and her mother-in-law saw how
much she had gathered. Ruth also brought out and
gave her what she had left over after she had eaten
enough.

Her mother-in-law asked her, “Where did
you glean today? Where did you work? Blessed be
the man who took notice of you!”

Then Ruth told her mother-in-law about
the one at whose place she had been working. “The
name of the man | worked with today is Boaz,” she
said.

“The Lord bless him!” Naomi said to her
daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped showing his
kindness to the living and the dead.” She added,
“That man is our close relative; he is one of our
guardian-redeemers.”

Then Ruth the Moabite said, “He even said
WR PH upu6WD\ ZLWK P\ ZRUNH
harvesting all my grain.”

Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law,
“It will be good for you, my daughter, to go with
the women who work for him, because in someone

uncovered his feet and lay down. In the middle of
the night something startled the man; he turned—
and there was a woman lying at his feet!

“Who are you?” he asked.

“I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread
the corner of your garment over me, since you are
a guardian-redeemer of our family.”

“The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he
replied. “This kindness is greater than that which
you showed earlier: You have not run after the
younger men, whether rich or poor. And now, my
daughter, don’t be afraid. | will do for you all you
ask. All the people of my town know that you are a
woman of noble character. Although it is true that
| am a guardian-redeemer of our family, there is
another who is more closely related than I. Stay
here for the night, and in the morning if he wants
to do his duty as your guardian-redeemer, good;
let him redeem you. But if he is not willing, as
Buvelyxa®@ el Lord \ivEsH wilk d it ke here until
morning.”

So she lay at his feet until morning, but
got up before anyone could be recognized; and he
said, “No one must know that a woman came to

HOVHYV ¢HOG \RX PLJKW EH KDWAKHGWKUHVKLQJ ARRU ~

So Ruth stayed close to the women of Boaz

to glean until the barley and wheat harvests were

He also said, “Bring me the shawl you are
wearing and hold it out.” When she did so, he

¢QLVKHG $QG VKH OLYHG ZLW KodkirddJinte R 8hKrieldsurgd dD Rardey and placed

Following Naomi's bold plan, Ruth approaches
Boaz at the threshing floor. His response shows
true nobility, he protects her reputation and
follows the law precisely, ensuring that the nearer
kinsman has first rights of redemption.

One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi said
WR KHU 30\ GDXJKWHU
where you will be well provided for. Now Boaz,
with whose women you have worked, is a relative
of ours. Tonight he will be winnowing barley on
WKH WKUHVKLQJ ARRU :DVK

PXVW

the bundle on her. Then he went back to town.

When Ruth came to her mother-in-law,
Naomi asked, “How did it go, my daughter?”

Then she told her everything Boaz had done
for her and added, “He gave me these six measures
of barley, saying, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-
in-law empty-handed.”

Then Naomisaid “Wait my daughter, until

KDSSHQV
re‘sqintll t%e matter IS sett eg\ S(;Mdéy ”

Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate
and sat down there just as the guardian-redeemer

)RU

&g had Q@ti@ﬁq;ﬁjpg along, Bagz said, “Come



over here, my friend, and sit down.” So he went
over and sat down.

Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and
said, “Sit here,” and they did so. Then he said to
the guardian-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come
back from Moab, is selling the piece of land that
belonged to our relative Elimelek. | thought |

When he made love to her, the Lord enabled her to
conceive, and she gave birth to a son. The women
VDLG WR 1DRPL
day has not left you without a guardian-redeemer.
May he become famous throughout Israel! He will
renew your life and sustain you in your old age.
For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who

S3UDLVH EH WR

should bring the matter to your attention and is better to you than seven sons, has given him
suggest that you buy it in the presence of these birth.”

seated here and in the presence of the elders of
my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you
will not, tell me, so | will know. For no one has the
right to do it except you, and | am next in line.”

“I will redeem it,” he said.

Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land
from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite,
the dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the
name of the dead with his property.”

At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then
| cannot redeem it because | might endanger my
own estate. You redeem it yourself. | cannot do it.”
(Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption The period of the judges ends as it began - with
DQG WUDQVIHU RI SURSHUW\ W leveryone doing what was right in their own eyes.
WRRN R KLV VDQGDO DQG JD Y Hisrael has no king, no central government, and no
the method of legalizing transactions in Israel.) unity. The tribes war against each other. Moral
_So the guardian-redeemer said t0 Boaz, chaos reigns. But God is preparing something

Buy it yoursel.” And he removed his sandal. new. In the little town of Bethlehem, through the

Then Boaz announced to the elders and all faithfulness of a foreign widow and the kindness
the people, “Today you are witnesses that | have . 9 . . : .
of a righteous man, the line of kings is being

bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, : A
Kilion and Mahlon. | have also acquired Ruth the established. From darkness, God is bringing light.
From chaos, He will bring a kingdom.

Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to
maintain the name of the dead with his property,
so that his name will not disappear from among
his family or from his hometown. Today you are
witnesses!”

Then the elders and all the people at the
gate said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord make
the woman who is coming into your home like
Rachel and Leah, who together built up the family
of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and
EH IDPRXV LQ %HWKOHKHP 7KURXJK WKH R VSULQJ
the Lord gives you by this young woman, may your
IDPLO\ EH OLNH WKDW RI 3HUH]
Judah.”

Then Naomi took the child in her arms
and cared for him. The women living there said,
“Naomi has a son!” And they named him Obed. He
was the father of Jesse, the father of David.

7KLV WKHQ LV WKH IDPLO\ O
was the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of
Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab
the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of
Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father
of Obed, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the
father of David.

Join us for our Public Reading of Scripture
this week! We o er weekly sessions where we
read Scripture together and re ect on God’s

Word. Check your church communications
for times and locations.

ZKRP 7DPDU ERUH WR

The story ends with redemption and restoration.
Ruth bears a son who will become the grandfather
of King David. The foreign widow who chose the
God of Israel becomes part of the royal line that
will one day produce the Messiah.

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife.
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Weekend Message Notes:

Discussion Questions for Small Groups

1.

The cycle in Judges was sin, su ering, supplication, salvation. Where have y ou seen this
cycle in your life?

God used unlikely judges (Gideon hiding, Deborah as a woman). How might God use
you right now, despite your perception?

Samson had great gifts but poor character. How do you guard against letting your gif ts
- or the things you are praised for - outgrow your character?

Ruth showed “hesed” (Hebrew for faithful, loyal love) to Naomi. Who might you giv e
loyal love to in this season of your life? How do you see it blessing that person in the
same way that Ruth blessed Naomi?

Even in dark times, God was working (Ruth became David’s great-grandmoth er). How
could God be working currently through your di culties?

Family Discussion Questions Week 8

For Families with Elementary-Age Children:

Why did the people keep forgetting about God?
What made Ruth such a good friend to Naomi?
How does God use ordinary people to do special things?

For Families with Teens:
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What do these legendary stories from the Bible teach you about living a committed li fe
of faith?

How does Ruth’s story show that small acts of faithfulness matter?

What does this period teach us about the danger of doing “what’s right in our own

eyes”?

How can you keep prioritizing Bible reading to grow in your life? What do you want to

read next?



Congratulations! You Did It!

You've Completed the Old Testament Challenge!

Over these eight weeks, you've journeyed through the foundational stori es of faith that
have shaped God'’s people for thousands of years. You've witnessed creation a nd fall,
covenant and rebellion, deliverance and wandering, conquest and compromis e. You've
seen ordinary people: Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Ruth - respond to God’s extrao rdinary call.
You've discovered that the God of the Old Testament is the same yesterday, tod ay, and
forever.

But this isn’t really the end, it's just the beginning. These ancient stories a ren’t just history;
they’re your story. The God who spoke creation into existence, who delivered Isr ael from
slavery, who remained faithful through every rebellion - this same God is calli ng you today.

What's Your Next Step?

As we approach Easter, the ultimate ful llment of these Old Testament promi ses, God may
be calling you to take speci c steps forward. That next step could be to:

BE BAPTIZED AT EASTER

The Old Testament is lled with water moments - creation hovering over waters , Noah’s
ood bringing new beginning, Israel crossing the Red Sea to freedom, Joshua cro ssing
the Jordan into promise. If you've never publicly declared your faith in Jesu s, Easter is the
perfect time for baptism. There’s no better way to celebrate Jesus’s resurr ection than by
declaring your own new life in Him. Sign up at eastside.com/baptism

INVITE YOUR “ONE” TO EASTER

Throughout these eight weeks, you’ve seen how God used unlikely people to change

history - a prostitute named Rahab, a foreign widow named Ruth, a hiding farmer named

Gideon. Who is the “unlikely” person in your life who needs to hear about Jesus? East er
services are designed for guests. Make the invitation and trust God with the r esults. Share
a digital invite at eastside.com/easter

JOIN A SMALL GROUP

You've spent eight weeks studying God’s Word with a community. Don't let it end he re!
The Israelites needed each other as they survived the wilderness and entered th e Promised
Land. You need community too. Find a group that will help you continue growing in fai th.

Find a group at eastside.com/groups
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CONTINUE THE JOURNEY
You've read Genesis through Ruth—but the story continues! Consid er:

« Joining a Summer Small Group

« Reading through the Psalms (One Psalm each day for continued spiritual growth)
e Jumping into our Summer of Serving (Kicking 0 in June)

« Sharing your story  (eastside.com/stories)

SERVE LIKE RUTH

Ruth’s loyal love (hesed) transformed Naomi’s bitter story into a blessi ng. Where can you
show this kind of faithful love? Consider serving in:

« Next Gen

» Guest Services

« Cafe/ Grill

« Creative Team

« And many more opportunities at eastside.com/volunteer

GIVE GENEROUSLY

The Israelites gave freely to build the tabernacle, so much that Moses had to tell them to

stop! As we prepare for Easter, consider how God might be calling you to give genero usly
to advance His kingdom work in our community and beyond. Learn more at eastside.
com/give

Keep Building

The Israelites spent 40 years in the wilderness learning to trust God daily. Yo u've spent 8

weeks building habits that can last a lifetime:

« Daily Scripture Reading - You’ve proven you can do it!

+  Weekly Community - You've experienced the power of doing faith together

« Regular Re ection - You've learned to see your story in God’s story

« Faithful Obedience - You've seen how saying “yes” to God changes everything

Don't let these eight weeks be just a moment in time. Let them be the foundation for a
lifetime of walking with God.

The journey through the wilderness is complete. The Promised Land awaits . But remember
- every ending in God’s story is really a new beginning.
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Personal Re ection
Take a few moments to re ect on your Old Testament Challenge journey:

Which Old Testament character’s story most resonated with your own journey? W

What is the most signi cant thing God has taught you about His character during these
eight weeks?

Like Joshua’s call to arms “choose this day whom you will serve,” what speci ¢ choice i
God calling you to make?

Who would you like to invite to an Easter service?

What habit from these eight weeks do you most want to continue?

hy?
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A Prayer for Your Journey Forward

Lord, thank You for preserving these ancient stories for us. Thank You for sh owing us that
You are the same God who created, called, delivered, and sustained Your people. A s we
move from Old Testament foundations toward Easter celebration, help us s ee Jesus in
every story, every promise, every sacrifice. Give us Abraham’s faith, Jo seph’s integrity,
Moses’s courage, Joshua’s strength, Ruth’s loyalty, and most of all, hea rts that choose You
above all else. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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