DISCOVERING WHAT WE BELIEVE: Week 7 | sSTUDY GUIDE

EASTSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

VIDEO LINKS
Vimeo - https://vimeo.com/1009496252/630e969c44 ?share=copy
You Tube - @ Discovering What We Believe - About the Church

INTRODUCTION

This week we discuss the fundamental question of what the church truly is, emphasizing
that it is more than just buildings or organizations; it is a community of believers living
out the call of Jesus. He highlights the early church's model from Acts 2, where unity
and shared resources among followers reflected God's design.

TERMS + DEFINITIONS

Church — comes from the Greek word ecclesia, and it refers to the visible expression of
the gathered followers of Jesus Christ who have been grafted into a community created
by God, under the banner of Jesus Christ.

Ecclesiology - theology of the church

ICE BREAKER

What is the first thing that comes to mind when you think about a church?

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

e Read 1 Peter 2:4-10. What does it mean to be part of a 'royal priesthood"? How
does that change your view of your role in the church?

Can you think of ways you can share hope and light in your daily life or
community?


https://youtu.be/jQqvXftm-Mc?si=LmJ-7wxE9f9ZwdRz
https://vimeo.com/1009496252/630e969c44?share=copy
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%202%3A4-10&version=NIV

e Read Acts 2:42-47. The early church shared everything they had. How do you
think we could practice this kind of generous community today in practical ways?

e \What do you think is the significance of Jesus being the ‘cornerstone’ of the
church? How does this metaphor impact the way we view our faith community?

What practical ways can we ensure that Christ remains the cornerstone in our
actions and church activities?

e Peter wrote his letter to encourage believers during tough times. What
encouragement from this passage speaks to you most during your own
challenging moments?

e “There is NO ONE that cannot do something for the building up of the church, the
house of God, so there is NO ONE that is not able to help in some way in making
the gospel known throughout the world. He has a work for the young as well as
the old, for the weak as well as the strong” (Charles Octavius Boothe - 2017,
102).

The text quotes Charles Octavius Boothe saying everyone can help build up the
church. What unique gift or ability do you have that could help strengthen your
church community?

PRAYER

» Ask for prayer requests from the group.

* Pray for God to help us understand and embody the true nature of the Church in our
communities.

* Ask for guidance on how we can each contribute as living stones in God’s Church.

» Seek strength in facing challenges that come with being part of a diverse community of
believers.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%202%3A42-47&version=NIV




