DISCOVERING WHAT WE BELIEVEWeek 2 sTUDY GUIDE

EASTSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

VIDEO LINKS
Vimeo - https://vimeo.com/1009383654/cf1e488cf0?share=copy
YouTube -_ @ Discovering What We Believe - About God

INTRODUCTION

This guide is designed to explore "Who Is God?" emphasizes the importance of
understanding our relationship with God and theological beliefs. We explore the concept
of the Trinity, focusing on the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as one divine entity. Different
heresies related to the Trinity are discussed, while the Nicene Creed is highlighted as a
guide for worship.

HELPFUL TERMS / DEFINITIONS

The Wesleyan Quadrilateral - provides a practical roadmap for studying Scripture,
enriching our understanding of passages

e Scripture - Instead of bringing what we already think and fitting it into God’s
Word, we submit to God’s Word and allow it to be the source of truth. (2 Timothy
3:16-17)

e Tradition - traditional teachings of the Christian Faith, filtered through realities in
Scripture, and then act almost like guardrails to help us focus on the Truth. (2
Thessalonians 2:15, 2 Timothy 2:2)

e Reason - We acknowledge that God has given us brains to help us discern His
truth in the World around us. (Mark 12:30, 2 Tim. 1:7)

e [Experience - As our theological framework continues to develop, we become
aware that our experience with God, his working in our hearts, in the lives of
others, and the world around us, also helps inform us of the reality of who God is.
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

ICE BREAKER

Where have you seen God in your life lately?

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


https://youtu.be/KDoZ7CtotDM?si=80xCdyl9NZnalA4W
https://vimeo.com/1009383654/cf1e488cf0?share=copy
https://youtu.be/KDoZ7CtotDM?si=80xCdyl9NZnalA4W

. Read Matthew 28:19-20. Why is understanding the concept of the Trinity
important for our beliefs as Christians?

How does the concept of the Trinity impact your relationship with God?

. In what ways do the Old Testament and New Testament reveal the triune nature
of God?

Can you think of other scripture passages that reveal the Trinity or offer insights
about its nature?

. How do heresies like Modalism, Arianism, and Adoptionism distort the true
understanding of the Trinity, and why is it important to be aware of these
heresies?

In your daily Christian life, how can you guard yourself against such distorted
beliefs?

. Read Exodus 4:22, Deuteronomy 14:1, Hosea 11:1, Matthew 6:6, and John
20:17. What role does God as the Father play in the Old and New Testaments,
and how does that relate to our understanding of God?

How does this revelation of God as a father shape your perception of Him and
your relationship with Him?

. Why is love an important guiding principle in our efforts to understand and
discover more about God?

How can you actively practice love in your faith community, especially when
encountering differing opinions?

. How do these biblical passages align with your personal experiences of God? In
what ways has your understanding of the Trinity been shaped by church tradition,
and how do you reconcile any differences between scripture, tradition, and your
own experiences?

How do you use reason to grapple with this complex doctrine?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028%3A19%E2%80%9320&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%204%3A22&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%2014%3A1&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%2011%3A1&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A6&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A17&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2020%3A17&version=NLT

7. Can you think of a time when your experience of God's presence helped you
better understand or accept the concept of the Trinity, despite its logical
challenges?

PRAYER

Share prayer requests. Have them write one request for themselves down on an index
card and place in a bowl. Have everyone who put in a request, pull a card and pray for
that person this week.

* Pray for any personal prayer requests from the group.

» Ask God to help us understand His nature as both one and three.

* Pray for strength in living out the Great Commission in our daily lives.

» Seek God's guidance in avoiding misunderstandings and heresies about His nature.



WEEK TWO - WHO IS GOD? DEVOTIONAL

This week we will explore what we believe about God, focusing on the themes of the
Trinity, God's nature, and our relationship with Him. Each day will provide scripture,
reflections, and prayer prompts to guide you on this journey of discovery.

Day 1
Matthew 28:19-20

This day, let's delve deeper into the significance of the Great Commission. Jesus
instructed, "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." This scripture not only commands
us to spread the gospel but also succinctly encapsulates the concept of the Trinity. The
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God in three persons, a mystery that underpins our
faith and invites us into a lifelong journey of understanding.

Reflecting on this, we must acknowledge that our finite minds might never fully grasp
the entirety of God's nature. However, Jesus’ words reassure us that He is always with
us, guiding our steps. Embracing the Trinity means welcoming the interconnectedness
of God’s roles as Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. This scripture encourages us to
live in the assurance and comfort that comes from this divine relationship.

How do you currently understand the concept of the Trinity?

In what ways can you see the roles of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in your
own life?

How does acknowledging the Trinity affect your daily walk with Christ?

Pray for a deeper understanding of the mystery of the Trinity.

Ask God to reveal His presence in all three forms in your life.

Day 2
John 14:6-7

Jesus said, "l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also." Here, Jesus
underscores His unique role within the Trinity and His divine connection to God the
Father. Through Jesus, we gain access to an intimate relationship with God,
understanding that Jesus and the Father are one. This scripture emphasizes the



incarnational nature of God, who walked among us and showed us the path to eternal
life.

In our pursuit of understanding God, it is crucial to start with Jesus. Knowing Him leads
us to know the Father. This relationship is central to Christian faith, providing a
foundation for our beliefs and practices. By embracing Jesus as the way, the truth, and
the life, we can deepen our faith and trust in God's plan for us.

What does it mean to you that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life?

How has your relationship with Jesus helped you understand God the Father
better?

In what ways can you seek to know Jesus more intimately in your daily life?
Thank God for revealing Himself through Jesus.

Pray for a stronger connection with Jesus and a deeper understanding of His role
in the Trinity.

Day 3
Mark 1:10-11

This passage from Mark describes a powerful moment where all three persons of the
Trinity are manifest: "Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven
being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased.™ This event at
Jesus' baptism clearly shows the Trinity in action, reinforcing the interconnectedness
and individual roles within the Godhead.

Understanding the Trinity helps us appreciate how God relates to us in multiple ways.
As Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, He is involved in every aspect of our lives.
Reflecting on the baptism of Jesus, we can see the love and approval of the Father, the
obedience of the Son, and the comforting presence of the Holy Spirit. This scene
provides a model for our own relational dynamics with God, encouraging us to seek His
presence in all its forms.

How do you encounter each person of the Trinity in your spiritual journey?
What does the baptism of Jesus reveal about God's character?

In what ways can you become more aware of the Holy Spirit's presence in your
life?

Thank God for revealing the fullness of Himself through the Trinity.

Pray for a heart that is open to encountering God in all His forms.

Day 4



Genesis 1:1

"In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." This opening line of the
Bible introduces God as the Creator, the Father who brought all things into existence.
Reflecting on God's creative power helps us understand His immense love and
intentionality in designing the world and our lives. As the Father, God is intricately
involved in the works of His creation, caring for it and sustaining it.

Recognizing God as our Father invites us into a relationship of trust and dependency.
Just as a child looks to their parent for guidance and protection, we can look to God,
assured of His provision and care. This perspective changes how we interact with the
world, knowing that everything is held within the hands of a loving Creator.

In what ways do you see God's creative power in the world around you?
How does recognizing God as your Father affect your relationship with Him?
What steps can you take to deepen your trust in God's provision and care?
Thank God for His creative power and His care for His creation.

Ask for a deeper faith to trust in God's provision.

Day 5
Matthew 6:6

"But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is
unseen." Jesus' instruction on prayer emphasizes the personal nature of our
relationship with God. Referring to God as "your Father" signifies a close, familial bond
that transforms our understanding of prayer from a ritual into an intimate conversation
with our Creator.

In this final day of the devotional, let’s focus on nurturing that relationship through
prayer. Seeing God as our Father reshapes our approach to prayer, inviting us to come
to Him with the openness and trust of a child. This perspective fosters a deeper
connection and reliance on God, enhancing our spiritual growth and strengthening our
faith.

How does referring to God as "your Father" change your approach to prayer?
What are some ways you can make your prayer life more intimate and personal?
How can you cultivate a deeper sense of trust and openness in your relationship
with God?

Pray for a more intimate and personal relationship with God.

Thank God for being a loving and attentive Father.



